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From New York Times and USATODAY Bestselling Author Nicole Williams:

Her heart can’t be destroyed by the same person twice. At least, that’s what Clara Abbot finds herself hoping
when she runs into Boone Cavanaugh less than an hour after returning to Charleston.

AsKkids, Claraand Boone had been each other’ s firsts, and no one or nothing could stand in the way of their
forever. But al kids have to grow up sometime. The troubled son of the town drunk winding up with the
firstborn daughter of the local royalty was a happy ending even the most imaginative of fairy tales couldn’t
make believable.

Their fable came to an end as most do: tragically. Boone might have done the leaving, but it was Clarawho
got away and made anew life for herself in California. But after seven years of dodging her hometown, she's
only back in Charleston for seven days to celebrate her sister’s wedding. She won't let her overbearing
family or her run-in with Boone rattle her—though rattling her is obviously Boone's primary objective.

Booneis her past and her past is behind her, a mere speck in the rearview. So why does she fedl it coming
back every time she looks at him? Why does she see it every time he looks back?

Just when Clara slife can’t possibly get more complicated, the ground shifts, and she discovers just how far
her family was willing to go to keep the wrong boy out of her life. Wasiit really Boone who left her? Or was
it Clarawho left him?

The truth will be hard to face. Especially when she discovers most of her life has been built on lies.
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From Reader Review The Fable of Usfor online ebook

Nancyll Theld Bookaholic says

~~5 BOONE CAVANAUGH HEARTS~~

Nicole Williams had me hook, line and sinker with her Crash Series. The Fable of Us was phenomenal. |
devoured this book in one day. | didn't want Boone and Claire's story to end. Reading their story unfold into
this unforgettable love story took my breath away. | love that Claire was a strong character. | didn't care too
much for her sister, Charlotte. But every story has to have avillain, right? Charlotte had the middle sister
syndrome, but some of her actions were inexcusable. Especially when it involved Claire.

| LOVE Boone! He was a solid, what-you-see-is-what-you-get, kind of guy. He didn't care what people said
or thought about him. He had a big heart and | felt like he was always there for Claire.

| don't know why it took me thislong to read this book but I'm so glad | did. Thisisthe kind of book that
you'll remember and still think about DAY S after you finish it. Keep on writing these amazing stories that
your fansfall in love with Nicole Williams!! Y ou have a one-click reader for life.

Lea [ says

5starskrr**
What an amazing book!

Thiswas atotally random find and first Nicole Williams book I've read, and boy, | am not sorry!
Woman is a genius!
I will certainly read more of her works.

This was emotional, heartbreaking, funny... and simply beautiful.

I think it would make an amazing movie.

I can't think of one singlething | didn't like about this book.

From characters to writing, everything was perfect.

Clara Abbot and Boone Cavanaugh are a couple who will stay with me for along time.

If you love second chance romance thisis abook for you!
I highly recommend this one!

Genre: Romance



Cover: 7/10

Writing: 10/10

Heroine: 9/10

Hero: 9/10

Humour: 7/10

Hotness: 7/10

Romance: 8/10

Extrabook Details. Second chance romance

book luv_r says

I'm really disappointed in this book. There were afew reviewersthat | follow that raved about this. This
book was in need of some serious flashbacks and character development. | kept waiting to read about their
steamy forbidden romance as teenagers, but there was nothing. Zero. Zilch. Do me afavor and read Judith
McNaught's book Paradise. That book is the pinnacle of gut wrenching romance. Many of the same topics
are shared, but that book will leave you staying up al night to finish. This book was forgettable. Absolutely
no sex scenes. Don't fall for it.

Valentina" TinchyB" says

Too much dramafor my taste.

L acey (BookloversFor Life) says

Originally posted at Booklovers For Life

Second chance romances are one of my top favorite tropes to read, and the fact that Nicole Williams wrote
onein The Fable of Us? | wasin total book heaven while reading it! I’ve loved this author since | first read
Crash, and with every book she writes, she proves to me why she will always be afavorite author of mine.
This newest book of hers only reaffirms my love for her wonderful storytelling. | fell hard for Claraand
Boone's second chance romance — Nicole Williams has written two incredible characters with so much heart
and depth, | was rooting for them from the very first page!

Clara Abbot is back in the town she hates to be a part of her sister' swedding... to Clara s ex-boyfriend. But
apit stop along the way has Clara bumping into the one and only love of her life, Boone Cavanaugh, who
left and hurt her all these years ago. There' sagreat deal of resentment between Claraand Boone, but she's
desperate enough to pay him to be her plus-one at the wedding to keep the vultures, AKA her family, away.
It's just one week with the boy she used to love who hates her now, so what could possibly go wrong?

“It doesn’t seem to matter how far away | go or how many years go by. I’m starting to accept
that there will always be some part of me that is going to hold on to some part of you.”



In addition to a second chance romance, The Fable of Usis definitely alove/hate story. We don’t know the
exact ins and outs of what happened during their fallout, but Clara and Boone definitely don’t like each other
when they reunite. Still, underneath the glares and the angry quips lies a spark, a connection that never truly
went away. Y ou can tell that, despite everything that happened between them, all the good and the bad, Clara
and Boone are absolutely meant to be. The build-up of their romance, the reconnection, and unraveled truths
al lead up to one powerful love story that completely captured my heart.

“Y ou’ ve always been the most beautiful thing I’ ve ever seen, Clara.” The backs of hisfingers
ran down the length of my cheek. “That still hasn't changed.”

Clara and most especially Boone were the highlight of this novel. These two independent, strong, stubborn
individuals were perfect together back then, and they’re certainly perfect together now. Their romanceis
sweet, slow, and tender — it’ sthe kind of love story that makes you clutch at your heart... | loved it!

I may have loved Clara and Boone, but oh man, did | hate Clara' s family. Clara s sister, the onewho's
marrying Clara’ s ex, is atotal nightmare. She'sjealous and petty, and the rest of the family is amost as bad.
They're asuperficial, and at times cruel, group of people who prize wealth and status above anything else.
So it's no wonder Clara dreaded coming back to this place of elitism and snobbery.

Though | wished at times all the wedding drama would turn down a notch, it didn’t detract much from my
enjoyment of Claraand Boone' s romance. All their moments together made up for my frustration with the
Abbot family. If you're afan of second chance romances, you definitely need to pick up The Fable of Us!
It's agorgeous, romantic read with wonderful writing that | recommend!

Thanks to the author for generously providing me an ARC to review.

Quotes are taken from the ARC and are subject to change in the final version.

Amazon Ebook: http://amzn.to/LIT6GI5
Amazon Paperback: http://amzn.to/1QDVXTN

Liked this review? Subscribe to Booklovers For Life for more!

MariaR. says

So disappointing, stressful but boring.

| have so much to say about this one. Premise was fabulous and beginning piqued my interest. Then it all
went south....this book was so stressful and boring. Ford and the Abbott family were such bullies and
outright cruel. The relationship between Clara and Boone was dull, no spark or chemistry. Maybe they had it
7 years ago but the reader does not even get a picture of that. I'm over the apha male storyline but give me
some emation, some passion, some connection tion. | was waiting for a flirtatious moment, sexual tension
especially since they were sharing a bedroom, any emational charge. The bickering and code talk was the
only hint of emotion but again was tedious and negative, no picture of simmering feelings. There was one
scene on a back road that seemed it was going to finally show areal connection but in the end, the author



chose again to turn the scene into another act of heinous behavior from Ford. Honestly, | found the words
and actions toward Boone to be difficult to read, and yet everyone just accepted it. Clarathrew a strawberry
during one harsh scene. Really, that was retribution? Then

she worried about ruining her sister's event. Are weto believe all wealthy people are soulless and that
shallow... ready to pounce on the poor folks?? All of those unrepentant and hostile actions were
overkill....and why again was Boone there? Being a plus one does not mean you have to be integrated into all
of the family's activities. There was no joy in this one from about 10% to over 90%. Then it wraps up so
quick like the ending in a cheesy romcom.

The reader is given enough insight to the events around Clara and Boone's breakup years ago so the big
reveal falsflat.

There are other thing that make no sense... what business did Clara own and why isthis a big secret? Is Clara
taller than average as stated in the beginning or petite and curvy as stated another chapter or two later. Is
Boone muscular and broad or does he have the body of ateen. There were quite afew contradictions... |
could not even picture these characters.

This story had the opportunity to be epic but instead such aletdown. | found it very frustrating and can not
recommend.

Jo - *[0*s.[JReading IsMy Bliss[].e* [I* says

| listened to the audio version of this story and | think it is acompletely different reading experience than
looking at words on a page, especially when the narrator is able to inject so much emotion into their voice
and of course the southern accents.

Claraand Boone were in love as teenagers but it was the classic ‘wrong side of the tracks' romance story.
She came from a family of wealth and influence. He came from afamily with nothing. The one thing they
did have in common was how much they loved and cared for each other.

Their relationship ended when they had to deal with something that completely blind sided them and her
family jumped at the opportunity to interfere and get rid of Boone from Clara’ slife. Needless to say it
worked.

Now Clarais returning home for her sister’s wedding, she is marrying Ford, the man Clara was dating until
she caught him having sex with her sister. In retrospect she really did dodge a bullet, she can’t imagine being
shackled to aman like him as a husband.

After a chance meeting with Boone when she arrivesin town to stay with her family, she convinces him to
play the part of her boyfriend, her ‘plus one’ for the wedding.

Asyou can imagine, her family is not very happy about having Boone in their company once again. Secrets
that were buried are starting to break through the surface and Clara & Boone realise there was more to their

break up than they knew.

| loved this second chance love story.




Natashaisa Book Junkie says

FULL REVIEW NOW POSTED:

“What had we been thinking as kids pretending we could chase forever? Stupid. That's what
we'd been.”

There' s something very specia about an author whose every new book makes you fedl like akid on
Christmas morning, and Nicole Williams is one of those authors for me. Never one for depicting human
nature or matters of the heart in broad strokes, Ms Williams' stories tend to focus on the small thingsin life,
the everyday and the often unnoticed, weaving them into breathtaking, hopeful, tender romances that never
fail to inspire. And with each new book, she leaves us brimming with positivity and faith in mankind,
showing us that often the simplest of stories contain the most profound truths. The mere premise of a second
chance romance between two teenage sweethearts from opposite sides of the tracks had all the makings of a
compelling read in my eyes, but in Nicole Williams' hands, it was guaranteed to become an epic one.

“1t was only a week. Seven days. I’ d endured eighteen years; what was one week?”

Asthe eldest daughter of an affluent Southern family, Clara Abbott was always expected to follow a set
script in life. But ever since she was a child, Clara has felt at odds with her highbrow family, rebelling
against everything they stood for and everything that was required of her as an Abbott. Seven years after
leaving her old life behind and making a new one far enough from the reaches of her overbearing family,
Clarais caled back to her hometown for the wedding of her younger sister. But with every breath she takes
in acity she hoped to never see again, she finds herself drowning in memories she’s desperately tried to
erase. And all of asudden, facing the very object of them all.

“ This woman’ s taken enough from me for this lifetime and my next ten. I’m not giving her
anything else...”

Claramight have put awhole country between herself and her memories of Boone Cavanaugh, but one |ook
at the only man she's ever loved stirsin her al she’'sworked hard to forget. Y et when faced with the
prospect of facing her family on her own, she puts her heartbreak aside and makes him an offer he is unable
to refuse—to pose as her ‘plus one’ for one week.

“All I need from you is for you to pose as my plus one for the week. Nothing more. One week,
ten grand.”

But Boone is no longer the vulnerable young man Clara left behind, and even at one of the lowest pointsin
hislife, he refuses to be her dirty little secret again. He does not hesitate to accept Clara s offer, but from the
moment they walk through the doors of her childhood home, Boone is set on playing the role his seventeen-
year-old self never had the courage to own. And rubbing it in her family’s faces any chance he gets. Bringing
home a ghost from her past, however, one they had never accepted or welcomed into the family fold, sets off



aseries of small chain reactions intended to collectively derail Clarafrom making the same mistakes again.

“1t will be okay, Clara. They can’t ruin your life twice.”
“That won't stop them from trying.”

“Well, | won't let them ruin my life twice.”

“It won't stop them from trying.”

Asthe wedding nears and Clara’ s family obstinately plotsto pull them apart by drawing attention to their
very obvious class differences, Clara and Boone remain determined to present a united front against their
schemes, this reminding them of another time they depended on each other for strength, and of al the
reasons why they once loved one another dearly. But each good memory brings a bad one to the surface too,
and soon they are forced to confront a past they both hoped to forget, as well as acknowledge their own roles
in the demise of it all.

“1 don’t just stop loving someone because they make a mistake, or the same mistake every
other night. When you love someone, do it right and love them forever. Don't |eave them
wondering the whole time when it’s going to run out or expire.”

With atruly thought-provoking perspective on second chancesin life, Ms Williams gifts us with a touching
tale of alove that survived against all odds and of afamily whose actions often hurt the ones they loved the
most, whose good intentions often turned into mistakes, but whose ties to one another never wavered. Clara
and Boone might have been star-crossed loversin their youth, but life has taught them never to give up on
those who matter the most or throw away a chance to correct the past. And the power of their connection
never failsto make our hearts beat alittle faster.

“1"ve only ever had one someone special, Clara, and she turned me off to the whole idea of
ever having another.”

| loved every single word of this splendid tale, genuinely connecting and understanding these characters even
when their actions would not have been my own, and letting go of them in the end was sweet agony. Nicole
Williams' stories always offer arefreshing change of pace, their slow-building tempo and the empathetic
quality to her character development continuing to be the key feature of this author’ s extraordinary voice. |
awayswalk away from her stories with a heavy heart, because once you've lived in one of her realities, you
aways want more.

“It doesn’t seem to matter how far away | go or how many years go by. I'm starting to accept
that there will always be some part of me that is going to hold on to some part of you.”

See thisreview on my blog! | Follow me on Facebook! | Follow me on Twitter!

Buy book: Amazon US | Amazon UK | Amazon CA | Paperback



Anne OK says

Here readers will find a second-chance-at-love story. Clara Belle Abbott and Boone Cavanaugh are surprised
to be face-to-face again after a 7-year separation. Their relationship was torn apart by lies, secrets and social
standing. Clararan from her past to California and made a new life for herself. Boone remained in
Charleston, South Carolinawhere his life was anything but fulfilled. When her sister’s wedding brings Clara
back to South Carolina, old wounds are reopened along more interference from family and friends and a ton
of ill-will.

Strong character dynamics, along with witty dialogue, keeps this one far from boring. In the character
category, Boone Cavanaugh steals the show. He melts your heart every bit as much as you’ll want to kick
him in the shins. Y ou won't be able to help yourself from feeling his pain and agony. Clara Abbott
sometimes made me want to scream. She let herself be used a doormat for her family to wipe their feet on.
Otherwise, when she' s not under their influence, she comes across as smart and strong. The Abbott family
will have your rolling your eyes and your head spinning. There afew other disgusting and manipulative
charactersyou'll love to hate, too.

An easy flowing contemporary romance that will tug at your heartstrings.

Hannah ?Reader in the Rough? says

"The boy | fell in love with was in those eyes, in the man standing before me now."
The kind of book that makes me wonder why | click on this crap...

*free on kindle unlimited*

Nikki ? Navareus says

***THREE STARS***

| just finished this story and I'm still irritated beyond belief. This story left me feeling conflicted, pissed off
and very unsatisfied.

| actually love second chance romance stories. This story started out pretty strong. | loved Clara's stress at
returning to her family's home for her sister Charlotte's wedding. This same sister, who after getting caught
screwing Clara's boyfriend Ford behind her back, was now marrying him.



Clarais stressed and sick at the whole ordeal of once again facing her evil family, and she struggles not to
flee back to her home, instead of finishing her journey back to her family's home. She stops at a bar to get
some liquid courage,

and runsinto her old beau Boone, who lets her know in no uncertain terms that he hates her guts. The
headbutting angstiness was perfection at this point, and | was sucked right in. Even the ridicul ous idea of
Clara paying off Boone to escort her to this shindig, as Clara's “ plus one”. From there, the story just went on
down hill. I stuck with it, hoping that it would turn around, but it never did. Clara's family and Ford's
scathing treatment of Boone was over the top, and | hated and despised them all. Even Claras little sister
Avalee, who was the only one who didn't treat Boone and Clara with disgusting behavior, but she didn't
stand up for them at all either.

This story would have been much shorter if | had written it, because Clarawould have never subjected
herself to her family's obnoxious and hateful behavior, because she would have never returned to her evil
family at al. Instead, she'd just have enjoyed her life in the city she had moved to, and never given any of
these assholes another thought. But that's my story, this story was completely opposite of that. Boone and
Clara are repeatedly insulted, treated like shit, demeaned and put through humiliating treatment again and
again at the hands of Clara's family and Dickhead Ford. Clara's family findsit hilarious that Charlotte makes
Clara's bridesmaid dress for the wedding ridiculously ugly and ungodly, three sizestoo small, and
completely different from al the other bridesmaid's dresses.

Claralooks like a buffoon and every one of their elite friends snicker, point and laugh at her. Hilarious.
Not!!!! At this point in the story, Clara should have refused to wear this mess, and instead she should have
dumped it into a garbage bin, hopped into a car and headed back to her real home. But that doesn't happen.
She wearsit, and endures all the snickers and laughing from everyone who sees her in it.

Claraslittle sister Charlotte was the most spoiled rotten, immature, hateful, little witch in this story, and it
was unbelievable to me that Clara would come back and subject herself to Charlotte's horrific treatment the
way she did for so long, or that Clara's family never put astop to Charlotte'simmature, hateful behavior.

And Ford was a total asswipe, treating Boone like shit and tearing him down verbally and emotionally every
chance he got. And what he did to Boone with Boone's sister was beyond forgivable. The punch in the face
that Ford finally did get did nothing to soothe my hate for him. He deserved more, way more. Maybe several
throat punches and a castration.

Then Clara and Boone come to the part of the story where these two discover the real truth of how their
relationship had been severed completely by lies and deceptions concocted by both Claras father and Ford.
Still NOTHING happens. They both unrealistically, just magically get over it, without being severely pissed
off and perhaps finally cutting out this despicable family from their lives for good.



Even at this point in the story, | could have still been happy, had any of these hateful elitist pricks gotten at
least alittle of what they deserved. Y eah, I'm vengeful, but they truly had it coming.

But NOTHING happensto them at all. Boone and Clara get back together, and the family finally
inexplicably accepts him into their fold. Clara and the evil little sister make up and all isforgiven. No, this
wasn't agood ending for me. Thiswasn't even agood story for me. The only thing | did like about the story
was Boone. Boone was sweet and such a good person, and he endured so much, and still turned out to be this
amazing man. But he was pretty much tortured through the entire story, ruining what little good this story did
offer. | didn't completely hate this story, but | truly didn't fall in love with it either.

Aestas Book Blog says

. FULL REVIEW NOW POSTED ::: 454ars:::

“It doesn’t seem to matter how far away | go or how many years go by. I’ m starting to accept
that there will always be some part of me that is going to hold on to some part of you.”

| absolutely loved thisbook!! It captured my attention from the very first chapter and | couldn't stop reading
until | reached the end. The story was full of heart and the beautiful writing captured the intense emotions of
a second chance romance flawlesdly. | highly recommend this as atop favorite!

The Fable Of Usisabout arich girl, Clara, who went against everything her family wanted and fell in love
with Boone, a boy from the wrong side of the tracks, when they were just teenagers. She followed her heart
and that led her to him, but something (which you find out) tore them tragically apart and she left town. Until
one day, seven years later, when she returns home for her sister’s wedding and ends up face-to-face with the
one boy she'd never been able to forget. Thisiswhere the book begins.

In adesperate attempt to not be left alone with her conceited, judgmental family, she offers him ten thousand

dollarsto be her plus one for the week and the wedding. Despite all the pain and clouded history between
them, he still can’t refuse the only girl he's ever loved — even if she did break his heart.

“ Are you asking me to show up at your family’s place... [to] pose as your date for the
wedding?’
| shook my head. Hard. “ As my plusone. That'sall.”

Hedidn't missit either. Something that resembled the stirrings of a smirk worked it’s way into
his expression. “ As your boyfriend.”



He wasn't going to make this easy... “ As my plus one.”

His smirk became as pronounced as it got. His head tipped just a bit, his eyes flashing, and his
mouth turned up in a hint of a smile. “ Asyour lover?”

My fingers curled into my palms. “ As. My. Plus. One.”

And over the week, as they spend time together, they become close again and eventually uncover out the
truth behind the horrible event that tore them apart... A secret that callsinto question everything that
happened. And something that gives them a second chance at love.

He smelled like my childhood. Like the best years of my life...

| wanted to bury my face in his shirt and breathe himin until I'd had my fill, but if this next
week was ever going to work, | couldn’t let past feelings and history bleeding the picture.

| couldn’t wreck himagain —and | couldn’t let himwreck me.

Ohhhhhh you guys!! | could feel the emotional turmoil these characters were going through. Even though the
whole story iswritten from her perspective, | found that | connected strongly to both of them. Even from the
first moment that they saw each other when she came back to down, all the intense emotions between hit me
strong. Tension. Anger. Love. Pain. Longing. Desire. Forgiveness. | felt it al!

Where had we gone wrong? Where had all of that love gone? | knew about the mistakes we'd
made, sure, but how had we let them tear us apart? Why had we let them break us? Fast
forward seven yearsto us living separate lives on opposite sides of the country, and | still felt
like every part of me was being pulled in his direction.

Second chance romances have always been one of my most favorite kinds of storiesto read because | love
the feeling you get of seeing these two people who you know in your heart are meant for each other, but not
yet knowing the reason behind why they were torn apart. Then as you read, you uncover their past and the
missing pieces come together to complete the picture and pave the foundation for their future. | just love it.
And while | have many favorites, | can definitely say that this was one of the best I've read!

Thewriting isalso incredibly strong! As| read, | highlighted quotes non-stop! Such as this one...

“Because | love her. | don't just stop loving someone because they made a mistake... When you
love someone, do it right and love them forever. Don't |eave them wondering the whole time
when it’s going to run out or expire.”

Boone was an incredible hero. Kind, protective, not afraid to stand up for his girl no matter who he was
facing. Seriously | just wanted to hug him. And he has so many moments in the book that just made me want
to cheer him on! | have no doubt that anyone who reads this book will fall in love with him too.



Clarawas aredly interesting heroine. | really liked her! | could feel her conflict over trying to and wanting
to please her family, and yet needing to just stand on her own. Even though there were times that she did
make more concessions than | probably wouldn't have (for example, | would have been less forgiving of
them than her), | appreciated her desire to be independent and loved watching her and Boone support each
other.

Her family was downright awful. The things they said and did to them were just plain ugly! But the way that
Clara and Boone stood together in the face of all the hate just made me so proud of them!

Actually, one of the things | loved most about the book was the way Clara and Boone actually talked to each
other. Sure, there'd been misunderstandings in their past, but in the present day, it was crystal clear that
they'd both matured over their years apart. | really appreciated seeing that clear contrast -- it'sreally niceto
see that kind of character growth. | loved that they were quite communicative and openly discussed their
feelings and issues. Y ou could just tell that they were meant to be with each other. It just felt right.

“1"ve only ever had one someone special, and she turned me off to the whole idea of ever
having another one.”

| read this book practically in one sitting. | wasn't even intending to read the book at that particular time. |
knew | wanted to read it at some point though so | just wanted to take a peek at the first chapter to see how |
felt about it. Well, that chapter hooked me and before | knew it, | was half way through (and of course totally
in love with it). By that time, | tried to put the book down for the night but then | just lay awake thinking
about it so | had to get back up and keep on reading. | finished at 4AM with my heart filled with happiness.
Don't you just love it when a book captures your heart like that?? It's the best feeling!

Here's another example of how much | loved the book. | don't buy paperback books until I know I've loved
the story. That makesit so that everything | read isin eBook form, and then all the paperbacks on my shelves
are all favorites. Literally making my bookshelvesinto "favorites shelves'. Well... | went and purchase the
paperback of this book when | hit 50%. That almost hever happens, but | already knew. There was no doubt
this was going to be afavorite.

This book was absolutely wonderful. The writing was strong, the story was additive, the emotions were
intense, and | fell in love with this couple. If you're looking for a new book to be swept away in, try this!

Rating: 4.5- 5 stars.
Standalone New Adult Romance.

For more of my reviews, book news and updates:
O Main blog: Aestas Book Blog

O Facebook Blog Page

O Twitter

O Subscribe by email



[,.e* °* *Blanka* ?*°°*e, . v [ says

This definitely wasn't afavorite of mine from the author.

| love a second chance romance, but it fell short. | felt as though the characters weren't developed enough
and we didn't get any insight into their past at all, besides the bits and pieces of what they were willing to
share.

ClaraBédlleisthe oldest daughter of the wealthiest familiesin Charleston, SC and when she was younger she
fell for the "trash" astherich like to call him. Boone's family lived in atrailer, mother is a drunk, dad walked
out, and sister, well she has her own demons..

Everyone was against them, so after two years of dating in their teens they broke each others hearts, hurt
each other equally. Claramoved to California, and now is a successful business owner and Booneis
unemployeed and taking care of his drunk mother.

Clarais back in town to be a part of her middle sister's wedding, Charlotte who is marrying Clards ex
boyfriend. The boyfriend that was cheating on Clarawith Charlotte behind her back. Y ou would think her
family would have her back, but no.. unfortunately he is wealthy enough for their standards so heis perfect
marriage material for either of their daughters, no matter if he can keep it in their pants. So, guess who she
runsinto the first 20 minutesin town? Boone! Indeed! She makes him a proposition! A week spent as her
plus one at her sisters wedding and she will pay him ten thousand dollars. But aweek is along time when so
many family members and people are hiding secrets that have kept them apart and broken them up.

However, me personally | though the reason they broke up was very small and slim, and quite unbelievable.
Especially after the bond they supposedly shared. Not of my favorites or greatest second chance at love
stories.

Christine (Shh M oms Reading) says

Wow! Beautiful, magical, emotional ...three words that come to mind when | think of this second chance
romance. Nicole Williams has done it again...she has made my heart happy. Full review to come!

Jennifer Kyle says

3.75STARS

Nicole Williams delivers a second chance romance that at times | found over the top in wedding shenanigans
but underneath the outrageous rich verse poor mentality is awonderful couple and hero. Claire Abbot returns
home for her sister’s wedding to her once boyfriend. On a pit stop before reaching the estate, she runsinto
her former love, not her sister’s fiancé, Ford but her best friend/epic love lost Boone Cavanaugh.

There's hate, sparks and alot of confusion for the reader as to who wronged who in the past. Claire makes a
proposition to Boone one in which he takes her up on.



"All | need from you isfor you to pose as my plus one for the week. Nothing more. One week, ten grand.
What do you think?”

Claire and Boone attend all the wedding week festivities and at times | found some of the nonsense took
away from their story. However, at around sixty percent, Boone takes Claire to his former business, his home
and the reader is given insight to the soul of this character. Boone made this story with his depth, pain, lot in
life and love for the hercine.

“I"ve only ever had one someone special, Clara, and she turned me off to the whole idea of ever having
another.”

Claire's character was on the weak side to me and her black sheep of the family mentality was justified as
this group was over the top superficial and cruel at times.

" After convincing myself for all of these years that my family was the enemy, | was starting to wonder if |
was just as much their enemy. Was| selfish? Was | self-absorbed?”

Claire and Boone slowly realize that the other is mad about events that they were the only wronged party all
those years ago and that blame that they placed on one another was misplaced.

" Our connection had always run deep. Beyond attraction. Beyond friendship. It landed somewherein the
realm of the soul’ s bearing.”

My favorite character hands down in this story is Boone. As the story progresses and the author peels alayer
at atime away | just felt awful for him and al that he has accomplished only to lose yet againin life. Overall,
for alove story thiswas well done. | just wished the drama/evil rich family and wedding events were toned
down a notch or two. However, Boone Cavanaugh was the something so very specia found in this book.

"It doesn’t matter how far away | go or how many year go by. I’ m starting to accept that there will always
be some part of me that is going to hold on to some part of you.”

** ARC provided by the author in exchange for an honest review**

?? Nikki. [0 says

Mixed feelings about this book.
| really liked Boones character though, | really enjoyed his momentsin this book. | liked his and Clara's
relationship but the only thing | didn't really like was Clara's family, they were a bit over the top and the



whole bit with the wedding dress really really annoyed me and it was a bit mean.
But other than that this was an okay read for me!

Four stars.

Jennifer says

3.5/5 stars
The Fable of Usisacontemporary romance (for me somewhere between New Adult and Adult).

The narrator is Clara/Clara Belle Abbott. Sheis 25 and originally from Charleston. Her family is mega-rich
and extremely snobby. So she moved away and now lives in Santa Barbara.

She has come back for her sister's wedding to Ford McBride. She has not been back to Charleston for years.
And sheis anxious and sick about the idea of having to see her family again.

Shortly after returning to town she runs into Boone Cavanaugh, someone who was very important to her
seven years before. She asks him to do her afavor. And the result is an intriguing premise.

Clarasfamily is so rich that they are spending 1 million dollars on her sister Charlotte's wedding. Her family
isnot very nice. Charlotte is spiteful and nasty. Clara's dad is controlling. And Charlotte's groom is the most

ugly-hearted character | have read in along time. He and Charlotte do seem to truly deserve each other.

We find out that something happened to Clara when she was a teenager. This part of the story is a bit
mysterious as we don't find out most of this stuff for quite awhile.

The story was okay, although it didn't wow me. It was mostly predictable. However, it did hold my interest.

There was something that | found very odd for a contemporary romance (especialy one that so many have
labelled as a New Adult contemporary romance). (View spoiler)

Overal, this story was enjoyable. It wasn't overly emotional. But it was still agood story. However, | really
would have liked for one person to get what they deserved (view spoiler)

Here is a bonus epilogue:
http://natashai sabookjunkie.com/2016/...

Tati says

[ Her sabotaging Clara's dress? With the cut, the color and the measures? And the mother not saying anyhing
about it? It pissed me off (hide spoiler)]



Rebecca says

4.5 STARS

When | first learned Nicole Williams was writing a new book | was intrigued, but after learning it was
second chance romance set in my favorite U.S. city, it quickly escalated to, “Must have this book now or |
could die type of excitement!” | definitely went into this book with above average expectations. Even so, |
was not prepared for how much Claraand Boone' s story captured my attention and compl ete adoration.

“It doesn’t seem to matter how far away | go or how many years go by. I’ m starting to accept that there
will always be some part of me that is going to hold on to some part of you.”

| often have alove/hate relationship with second chance romance. While | enjoy thetrope, | tend to prefer
the storylines that focus on present day events rather than the past. There' s nothing more heartbreaking than
already knowing alove story has a sad ending and a couple will be torn apart. Thankfully, this story isin the
present tense, and the past events are learned slowly throughout the book. It is more of a going forward with
life but glancing back at past events. There is never an overwhelming feeling of sadness or that Claraand
Boone couldn’t reconcile the events that ultimately tore them apart. It's more bittersweet with a hope for
what can happen now more than a retreading of lost love.

“It'll always bear the scars, but at least it'swhole again.”

This story is definitely aslower burn. | often wondered if these two were ever going to find forgiveness and
move forward even if only as friends. Despite so many intense moments, Boone and Clara have intense
chemistry and seamless banter all rolled into one unigue relationship. The humor is perfectly balanced with
the angst. | would bite my nails one moment only to be giggling the next. Clara s family is quite interesting,
and | found her to be far more forgiving than most people would have been under the circumstances. The
way Boone stands up for Clarawith her family only solidified my intense love for this couple. It felt asif
they could conquer the world together.

“ Sometimes the people we're supposed to love are the hardest onesto.”

If you are looking for a story that will consume your heart and soul, | cannot recommend this book enough.
There is acomplete ending, but | would be elated if there is more of Boone and Clarain the future.

Kindling Micky says

4.5 stars

The Fable of Us demonstrates the very best of what Nicole Williams does with skillful ease. She creates
characters you lose yourself in, a story with longing and hope and that feeling of satisfaction at its
culmination.



| love agood stand alone, couple that with a story of second chances and it's the perfect 'curl up at the
weekend' recipe. The characters of Boone and Clara are afeisty pair, especially Clara. These two have depth
and | enjoyed getting under their skin and finding out what made them tick. Clara never looked back when
she left for college and never considered returning when she built her life afterwards.

"Why was my body's reaction to coming home the same as if | were being chased by a pack of wolvesin
wai st-deep snow?"

| get Claras desertion of the Abbott family. Some of them were vile, others like snakes in the grass, with the
odd good egg mixed in. More so, she left behind Boone. Their tale is slowly revealed and it was utterly
compelling. Once upon atime they were each other's everything, now they circled one another with awary
stance. These two together were a car crash of emotions, good, bad and wonderful sexual tension. Nicole
Williams certainly knows how to write afever of tension in a mere touch. | found myself completely
wrapped up in them.

"How could | still feel the things | did for the man beside me after everything? How could my skin touching
his make me fedl like I'd come home?"

Ultimately this book made me feel. | felt like | wasin the background shouting, cheering, oohing, ahhing and
tense through the angst. It reminds me of why Nicole Williamsis an automatic one click for me and why |
re-read some of her books. | would highly recommend this as a great second chances read.

A copy of thisbook was provided by the author in return for an honest review.

Reviewed for Jo& | sal.oveBooks Blog.




