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From Reader Review Welcome: A Mo Willems Guide for New
Arrivals for online ebook

Beth Honeycutt says

I don't read many picture books but this one is special! It may be our first day of school read aloud! Yes,
officially, it's for babies, but I think it would work for 8th graders too:)

Angela says

The perfect gift for reluctant readers who are new parents. This is a gateway book.

pati says

Hey - I, like Mo Willems, am also a former baby! I, however, have never won any medals.

I like this book because it's up front and honest. Life is what you make it and while there may be many
hurdles along the way, it is well worth enjoying. You are not alone.

Steph says

5 million stars. Best baby book ever. ?

Deb (Readerbuzz) Nance says

Oh, Mo. You have tried a board book. It's full of advice for new babies. It's all good advice. We thank you
for it.

You can write anything, I guess, maybe even a garage sale sign or a grocery list, and we would read it and
love it.

Jenny says

This is not a book for reading to babies. Babies don't know the word "endeavor". Babies don't know a lot of
words, I know. But this is one of those books that's for adults, but adults are going to pretend it's for babies.
Read a different Mo Willems book to a baby. Keep this one for yourself. Also, the mirrors in the front and
back of this book are decent: if you need to peep yourself, I highly recommend using them.



Brona's Books says

I was charmed from start to finish.

But this is not a baby book for baby. This is a baby book for the grown ups.
It's funny, it's apt, it's heart-warming.
It speaks the truth in a way that new parents will respond to.

In those early days and months, reading to baby is a GREAT habit to get into. The trick is finding books that
you, as the adult, enjoy reading. Let's face it, when you're tired and overwhelmed and feeling out of your
depth with this whole being a new parent thing, you want something that affirms, and amuses you at the
same time. You want to be reminded of the glory and the reality that is your new life.

Willems hits this mark beautifully.

Yes, read this book to your new born baby. They wont understand a word of it yet, after a few weeks they
might start responding to the image in the mirror, but this book is all about you, sitting down with your
newborn, snuggling up together at the end of a tough day to share some quiet time together, reading.

Later on, down the track, you will have to read the books that juniors wants and you will read some really
bad, dull stories over and over again. But until then, enjoy reading your favourites over and over again.

Sharing a story is good for both of you - books like this help it to become a habit that you enjoy and want to
do.

Leslie says

I typically do not count or comment on any of the hundreds of children's picture books that I read on
GoodReads. HOWEVER, this one is so cute and so clever that I needed to say something about it so that I
don't forget that it exists. In fact, two small children that I happen to know and love will be receiving a copy
of this book very soon.
Set up as a guide for babies, Willems does what he does best -- gives us a book that both children and adults
will love!
The messages are simple ones. You are loved. Things won't always go your way. You are loved. There will
be disappointment. You are loved. There's even a reminder on every page that the adult and the child are
"read[ing] this book together."
It is perfect. I'll be hard pressed to find a newly released picture book that I like more anytime soon.
Buy this book and read it to the kids in your life!

Emily says

Dear all my friends who have children or plan to have children,



This book will be required reading.

Most Love,
Emily

Kaethe says

Welcome: A Mo Willems Guide for New Arrivals - Mo Willems Very good concept, excellent execution.
Another book giving the reader warm, positive, living words to say to the listener, but not smarmy or
precious.
Library copy.
 

Jordan Henrichs says

Clever and funny. Would expect nothing less from Willems. But... what infant is going to get anything out of
this book?

Katie says

cute :)

Maria says

A fun book to give to a new parent for a baby shower gift, this is a charming welcome brochure for a new
baby, but lacks the charm of Willems' zany illustrations, which I missed a lot. Still cute though.

Figgy says

Review to come.

A gorgeous story for new families, as new (or experienced) parents are bound to enjoy this one.

To be honest, a new baby isn't going to understand what the words mean, obviously, but they will love being
read to and the images are simple but eye-catching.

This is more of a book aimed at the parents than the kids themselves (though it works for both), but when
reading to "new arrivals" that's often the kind of thing you're looking for.



Becky says

First sentence: Our research indicates this is YOU. Take a good look. How remarkable it is that you are you.
You are a unique combination of LOVE + Time + Luck. I am lucky, too. I am lucky that you are here with
me...while we read this book together.

Premise/plot: Mo Willems has a new picture book. It is for "new arrivals." It is written in the second person,
presumably to your new baby. It celebrates reading books together among other things.

My thoughts: I asked for a second opinion on this one. My mom said, "what a disappointment! I expect more
from a Mo Willems' book!" I concurred--which is why I went to her in the first place. I was very
disappointed. Still, I want to talk about what this book is and isn't.

There is a mirror at the front and back of the book. Many books for babies feature mirrors. Babies do like to
look at themselves...usually. So this could be a plus.

Also the cover is thicker and sturdier which may invite a certain amount of sucking and chewing. The pages
themselves are not as sturdy or as thick as a traditional board book.

The text of the book is wordy. Or should I say verbose?! It is the sound of your voice reading anything, that
babies enjoy, or so I've been told. So the fact that the book is text-heavy wouldn't have to be a deal breaker.
Comprehension isn't the goal, right? Not at the 'new arrival' stage.

There is some repetition. Nine times we see the refrain, "while we read this book together." Repetition goes
hand in hand with being a book for babies, toddlers, or preschoolers.

The book is all about being honest.

Please enjoy your stay. Many activities are available for you to enjoy, including, but not limited
to: SLEEPING and WAKING, EATING and BURPING, POOPING and MORE POOPING.
Other options are available upon request and will be updated on a regular basis. Of our current
offerings, I can personally recommend your being right here with me...while we read this book
together.

If you have further questions do not hesitate to CALL or FLAIL ABOUT or SCREAM LIKE A
BANSHEE. Someone is standing by 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. They will be with you as
soon as possible. Right now I am here with you...while we read this book together.

Honesty is good.

Is the book truly for newborns? for very young babies? Or is the book written for new parents? Is the
message really written for--directed to--new arrivals to this thing called parenting. If the "new arrivals" in
question are actually the parents, then, I think it would make more sense!



Parents can establish the habit, the routine, of reading books aloud to their newborns. It is never too early to
start reading aloud. One shouldn't worry if the baby can understand, comprehend, the text. As a bond-builder
this one can more than suffice.

I guess what I found so disappointing were the illustrations. I just was not amused or impressed by the
illustrations. I did not find them appealing. I found them dull, boring, uninspired.

Text: 4 out of 5
Illustrations: 1 out of 5
Total: 5 out of 10


