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In the second book of Nora Roberts’s Dream Trilogy, the ever practical Kate Powell finds her career
sidetracked by a scandal—one that will teach her the value of family, friendship, and love…

Surrounded by the sweeping cliffs and beauty of Big Sur, Kate Powell treasured both her life at Templeton
House and the family who raised her like one of their own. Although Kate lacked Margo’s beauty and
Laura’s elegance, she knew she had something they would never possess—a shrewd head for business.

Driven by ambition, Kate measured her life’s success with each soaring promotion. But now faced with
professional impropriety, Kate is forced to look deep within herself—only to find something missing in her
life...and in her heart. 

Don't miss the other books in the Dream Trilogy
 Daring to Dream
 Finding the Dream
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From Reader Review Holding the Dream for online ebook

Makenzie says

I really loved this book. Perhaps it's because, at times, I could see a part of myself in Kate, The tomboyish,
practical, sarcastic member of the trio. I made a similar decision in my own career, and I absolutely love the
dynamic between Kate and Byron. Me, personally, I would have liked to have seen a bit more of the
investigation. It seemed to wrap up a bit too quickly for me, but overall, I liked the book a lot. I really hope
there's a decent amount of Kate and Byron in the third book. I want to see how their relationship flourishes. I
see a lot of bickering and hot make-up sex in their future. And for Kate's sake, a few cold, wet, puppy noses
on Byron's butt to wake him up in the morning!

Cyndi says

Nora at her best!! But, then when isn't she?
This is the second book in the trilogy and our over all story line is moving along wonderfully! I'm so
thankful I didn't have to wait months between books.
Kate has discovered a secret about her father that hits her at a low time in her life. It hits her physically,
emotionally and professionally. But, luckily she meets Byron. He is *romantic sigh* so nice.
This is a wonderful book! But, of course, It's Nora. ?❤?

Cata says

Kate Powell tinha tudo planeado. Ser a melhor aluna do secundário. Ir para Harvard tirar a licenciatura de
contabilidade. Entrar na Bittle&Associates. Começar por baixo e subir na carreira até ser sócia da empresa.
E trabalhou para isso. Trabalhou muito e estava quase a consegui-lo... até uma revelação do seu passado
destruir as bases do seu mundo e até ter sido acusada injustamente de peculato.
E nesse momento, Kate vê o seu mundo ruir sem conseguir reagir.

Sentindo-se culpada e envergonhada, Kate reprime tudo o que a sufoca chegando ao ponto de pôr a sua saúde
em risco. É nessa altura que Kate e Byron se começam a aproximar, apesar de não se gostarem. À medida
que se vão conhecendo, ambos vão descobrindo facetas um do outro que até então desconheciam e a atracção
entre os dois vai-se intensificando.

Depois do choque, com a ajuda de Byron, das suas amigas e da sua família, Kate começa a reagir e a
enfrentar a injustiça que lhe foi cometida. Conseguirá Kate provar a sua inocência? E descobrir quem a
incriminou?

Este é o 2º volume da Trilogia do Sonho e tal como o primeiro volume é um livro que se lê bem, com uma
história encantadora que nos transmite algumas lições de vida, nomeadamente Quando se fecha uma porta,
abre-se uma janela, Às vezes as coisas têm de dar errado para poderem dar certo, Por muitos planos que
façamos, nem sempre as coisas correm como planeado. Adapte-se à mudança e aprecie a viagem, Não
importa quão negras as coisas estejam, a família e os verdadeiros amigos estarão sempre por perto para o/a



ajudar.

Em suma, adorei o livro e no próximo mês lerei o 3º volume e encerrarei esta Trilogia.

Mistery says

Kate Powell é a personagem com que mais de identifiquei até agora. O seu romance com Byron DeWitt é
extremamente improvável e, ao mesmo tempo, são dos casais com mais química que encontrei na literatura.
Adoro!

Lydia says

“I'm in love with you. Deal with it." – Byron De Witt

Now THIS is so much better! Unlike Margo's story, Kate's was such a fresh breath of air!

In the second book of the Dream Trilogy, Kate Powell, Laura's cousin and the practical one of the trio, is
having some health issues. Issues that she repeatedly ignores and makes worse. But her health isn't the only
thing going downhill in her life currently. After finding out that her father stole from his company when he
was alive, she takes an even bigger hit when she's reported for practically the same thing. As she's trying to
bring her life back to its former balance, Kate is about to find out that not everything has to be part of a plan -
and trusting her body in the very capable hands of Byron De Witt seems like the most logical first step.

I have to say, I immensely enjoyed this one. Unlike Margo, Kate was spanky and feisty, with a good head on
her shoulders and tons of dry wit in her arsenal. She didn't dream of fame and all that crap the blonde bimbo
wanted, instead she wished for stability and intended to work hard to get it. Now that's the kind of female
lead I can totally relate to in a book!

Next to her, Byron was the perfect man to stand and thrive - seriously! Because the guy was no Josh! (yes, I
hate Margo's man, too) He was sweet, and gentlemanly, and used his heart in wonderful equality with his
mind. Not only that, but he was also man enough to let Kate take the reins when he saw it worked out better,
and yet go all "caveman" on her when she crossed the line. He was perfection and then some! And when he
seriously started courting her - honestly, there's no other way to put it, judging from what he did to and for
her - I nearly melted on my seat!

Together, they were a badass duo. He took care of her health and her relaxation, she made sure he wouldn't
slack off - not that he often did. And they had so much in common, although it was subtle. I'm telling you,
the perfect relationship! One that was meant to happen and spelled "forever" bright and clear! (if you're
hesitant to believe me, just read this line of Byron's:
“You're not beautiful," he said in a quiet statement that made her brow knit. "Why do you look
beautiful when you're not?” - the man clearly loved her for what he saw inside, not because she was a
fuckable piece of meat!)



I'm so glad this wasn't like the first book. I wouldn't have been able to take it had it been the same
disappointment the previous one proved to be... Now, to review the third one...

“I'm a mess. I'm insane. I'm in love with you." – Kate Powell

Read this and other reviews at: https://cupcakesandpopcorn.wordpress....

Paraphrodite says

3 stars.

This was enjoyable, but I did find Kate, who was supposed to be logical and practical, a bit too neurotic.
Except for the "Southern" upbringing, I thought Byron was almost a carbon copy of Josh from the previous
book.

Looking forward to Laura's book, I can't remember what happened, so it's going to be a surprise!

Aly says

Orphan at a young age, Kate Powell was raised by her aunt and uncle, Susan and Thomas Templeton, the
heads behind the Templeton hotel chain. They treated her like their own daughter and she never lacked for
anything, but it left her with the feelings that she owe them everything and must always be the best.

When the hardworking and pragmatic accountant suddenly find herself accused of commiting fraud by her
employers, she find solace at Templeton House and Pretense, the retail store she co-own with her two best
friends. And no one is more surprise than Kate herself to also find comfort in Byron De Witt's arms;
Templeton latest manager.

Byron see Kate as an enigma. One he intend to resolve and he doesn't hesitate to tell her. But he still can't
understand why his attraction to her is so strong when she's the total opposite of his type. As for Kate, she
sworn off men after an ex played her for a fool. The first time Kate met him, she found him annoying but it's
only because she wasn't ready to deal with the awareness he make her feel, a strong feeling she never felt for
any man before. But Byron will push down those walls with his understanding about Kate's prickly
personality, her smart mind but her fear to show vulnerability. But the blunt woman who like to stay in
control might be not as predictable as we thought and could still surprise everyone with her spontaneity.

While I liked this book, I totally get why it was my least favorite of the series. Could be because at first, Kate
and Byron was both more brainy characters (nothing wrong with that but I prefer when the MC have
opposite personality traits), but it's also for the fact they didn't have Josh and Margo's history nor did I felt
the same potent sexual tension between them as between Laura and Michael. Like Margo, Kate was not your
typical perfect heroine. I understand why some people might think Kate's attitude was annoying but maybe
it's easier for me to forgive her flaws because I saw myself in her outlook on life and love; like how she
doesn't deal well with strong emotions and prefer to walk away than put up with the confrontation. To me,
Byron was like an old-fashioned hero, you know, like the ones in those classical romance from the 1800 (you



know the ones I'm talking about ;p) but he was not as stiff or too proper. So saying it was my least favorite
does not mean I didn't have a great time with this book.

Elena says

Overall - an ok book... However, I liked it much, much less than the first one. Even though Margo (heroine
from the first book) was selfish and annoying at times - I liked her much more than Kate. Kate seemed like a
TSTL (too-stupid-to-live) heroine, that kept "cutting off her nose to spite her face". She constantly made bad
choices and said stupid things, while trying to prove herself! All she ended up proving was that she was
neurotic, self-centered, and undeserving of an amazing guy such as Byron!

Kate's anorexic tendencies got really annoying... She never seemed to eat anything or want to eat anything...
she eyed food with disgust... Then when she got seriously sick - she kept ignoring all the symptoms! I
understand that there was that hospital trauma (that was kind of glossed-over), but had she acted like a
normal, responsible adult, it needn't have come to her having to be rushed to the ER.

Her breaking things off with Byron was absolutely ridiculous! She was angry that he "played her" by being a
nice guy, doing everything right and making her fall in love with him!? Since when did being a nice guy and
a perfect gentleman become a bad thing??? Anyways, she refuses to marry him because "you didn't marry
someone you didn't know even a full year...maybe, just maybe, after two years, after you've worked out the
kinks in the relationship you began to discuss the possibility of a marriage. You had to outline what you
wanted, assigned the roles and the duties, who handled the marketing (??), who paid the bills, who took out
the trash...And what about the children?! ... What about assignment of responsibility?? Diapers and laundry?
Doctors' appointments? If you didn't nail down the details of responsibilities you had nothing but chaos..."
She sounds like a demented lunatic!!! Am I to believe that a normal person thinks and talks like this?! She's a
freakin' robot!

So yeah - while i liked the book overall - Kate was one of the most annoying female characters EVER! If I
were Byron, I would have had her committed!

Maureen says

I somehow have misplaced this one - I know that I own books one and three of this trilogy, but couldn't find
this one. So I was super excited to get a copy of this from Flannery when I was visiting this week. (thanks
Flan!)

Like most Nora books, this one has a great family - these people are all so real, and so likeable. Kate is a
super ambitious accountant, with all the stress and anxiety of a person who keeps all her emotions locked up.
Byron, despite his unfortunate name, is a perfect foil for all of Kate's personality issues - just as she is perfect
for him (of course!). He is funny and adorable in his pursuit of Kate, even though Kate tries to seem too busy
to be interested, she is totally into his Southern charm. Kate goes through a personal and professional crisis
in this book, and her relationship with Byron is shaped by their responses to these tumultuous events, with
the help of her supportive and hilarious extended family.



Flannery - this main character is 27, if you are looking for an older main character...

Suzanne says

Even better than the first!! Love Kate!

Alex is The Romance Fox says

Holding the Dream, the 2nd book in Nora Roberts Dream series continues with the story of Kate Powell,
cousin and adopted daughter of the Templeton family.

Kate is smart, focused, totally goal-orientated and practical and nothing like the beautiful and glamorous
Margo, who we met in Daring to Dream, now happily married to Josh and expecting their baby and not a
dreamer like the sweet Laura, who finally divorced her cheating and thief of a husband and struggling with
bringing up her two beautiful daughters.

Kate’s work is her life – neat, tidy, organized - and is looking forward to her promotion in the auditing
company she works for. So who cares that she forgets to eat or that she eats Tums like …a lot of them. It’s
all part of her dream. Making the family proud of her accomplishments.

Finding out the truth about her dead parents and accused of embezzling her clients, suddenly finds her world
crashing around her.

Trying to deal with all the fall-outs, she begins working at the boutique that she’s a partner with Margo and
Laura, and soon driving them crazy with her “management” style of the store. I loved the interaction and
banter between the three. You feel the love and loyalty between them as strongly as they weather yet another
obstacle in their lives.

Byron de Witt, sexy gorgeous and fabulous, is now working for the Templeton’s looking after their hotels in
California. Kate is certainly not the kind of women he’s attracted to and he’s certainly not her favorite guy
either – how can anyone trust a man who looks like him!!!!

Byron finds himself unexpectedly attracted to the prickly Kate…and being a loyal and honorable man he’s
soon doing everything to help her clear and name and at the same time helping her in other ways…her health
and of course her love life!!!![image error]

She slowly begins opening up to Byron and I was laughing my head off here….she’s totally into him but no
way will she give up her control in the relationship….and when he tells her he loves her!!!!!!!! I was rolling
on the floor!!! I did that a lot in this story…….. I loved her transformation from “no boobs” to the secrets of
push-up bras and wearing sexy clothes and having fab biceps. Running on the beach!!! [image error][image
error]
Having great and hot and smoldering sex!!!!
[image error]



And the first time she cooks dinner for Byron - wearing an apron!!!!!! [image error][image error]
Byron, you are a truly fabulous and amazing man…..to playing an incredible this lovely transformation of
Kate’s!!!!

It’s the sassy, sparkly, witty and lively dialogue that just makes Nora Roberts’s books so so enjoyable.
Here are just some lines I found truly memorable:

 You’re not beautiful," he said in a quiet statement that made her brow knit. "Why do you look beautiful
when you’re not?"
"How much of that wine did you drink, De Witt?"
"Your face is wrong." As if to prove it to himself, he came around the counter for a closer look. "It’s like
whoever put it together used a couple of spare parts from someone else’s."
"This is all very fascinating," she said impatiently, "But-"
"At first glance your body looks like it belongs to a teenage boy, all arms and legs."
"Thank you very much, Mr. Universe. Have you finished your unsolicited critique of my looks?"

“I think I’m beginning to like you, Kate. You are, I believe, an acquired taste, and I've always enjoyed odd
flavors.”
“That’s quite a statement. My heart’s going pitty-pat.”

“How often does this happen?”
“None of your business.” She yelped in pain and shock when he pressed two fingers to her abdomen.
“Do you have your appendix?”
“Keep your hands off me Dr Feelgood.”

The character development is really great – these are people that have become your friends, with real
obstacles that have you rooting for them.

I loved Kate’s story and I am feeling kind of sad that the next book, which will be about Laura, will be the
time to say goodbye to these friends.

Daniela says

No me gustó para nada este libro. Me costó mucho terminarlo, lo terminé por mi obstinación d no dejar
libros empezados. Una trama sin demasiado argumento, rebuscada, personajes poco interesantes. Da la
sensación que se escribió para completar la trilogía como de lugar sin importar la calidad. Lo lamento porque
me gusta mucho Nora Roberts, pero este libro no me gustó.

Sandra Sales says

É a segunda vez que leio este livro, e continuo apaixonada pela história da Kate.



Joana says

Quando um livro te interessa e tens mais algum tempinho disponível, acabasse num instante.
E assim termino uma trilogia oferecida por uma amiga.
Neste livro, retrata a história de Kate - a inteligente, pouco dada a modas e magricela do grupo. Para ela, só
os números importam na vida, bem como a sua carreira até que o mundo dá voltas e voltas, e a vida dela
muda radicalmente. Entre a razão e a emoção, Kate vai percebendo a sua mudança aceitando-se tal como é,
bem como ao amor.

Juliana Philippa says

Just reread this book and oh, what a delight! Byron, Byron, Byron. Basically all of the below still applies;
don't remember if I noted the humor last time as much as this, because some of the exchanges, especially that
Kate has at the end when she's freaking out—so hysterical!! And is always a nice change when it's the hero
who is in for the long haul and upfront about his feelings, as opposed to being a commitment-phobe; haven't
read Roberts in a while, but if I remember correctly, that is more common with her heroes. Anyway, all
around great read. Kind of wanted to slap Katie at the end there, but whatever. Will say it totally needed an
epilogue though; I hate these abrupt endings where everything is resolved right on the last page. I know this
is the 2nd in a trilogy and we see them again in Laura's book, but still ...

______________

(4.5 stars) Another great Nora Roberts book! Holding the Dream is book 2 in the Dream Trilogy and I
haven't read - and don't plan on reading - book 1, just because Margo doesn't really appeal to me as a
heroine. Kate was wonderful, however, and Byron was terrific - they were also great for one another, with
Kate being so practical, logical, abrasive, etc. and Byron is smooth, a Southern-gentleman charmer, easy-
going, friendly ... lol, they're just great together. The scenes in his house were really sweet, with the dogs and
Byron always cooking for them and trying to get Kate healthy and make her take care of herself. Great book;
definite reread.


