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When the Way Off Broadway Players get swept up in aflash flood while sightseeing in Arizona, Rory
McCain's aunt Helene and her fellow amateur thespians survive - with the exception of Preston Wright. The
victim was actually quite an actor - he was a womanizing scam artist who duped nearly everyonein the
troupe, as well as an ex-con who operated under various aliases.

While Preston's death was found to be an act of nature, Rory can't discount the possibility that human nature
may have contributed to his drowning. But even as she investigates the cast of charactersto find out which
one played the villain, Rory isfinally on the verge of solving avery personal cold case: the murder of her
ghost partner, Zeke...
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From Reader Review Sketch a Falling Star for online ebook

Delphina says

Thisisthe third book | have read in The Portrait of Crime series and | think it may be my favorite. | feel like
| really know these characters and the relationship between Zeke and Rory isfascinating. | love the
paranormal elements of this series and learning more about Zeke's life before he became a ghost. | also love
that this story does not have the graphicness of true crime books or the over technology based resol utions of
so many modern whodunits. Without giving anything away and ruining the mystery, | enjoyed how the
mystery unfolded and am really looking forward to the next book in this series.

Jennie says

The third book in the series just seems to be going downhill, rather than improving as the characters become
more developed. | think it's probably because the characters *aren't* developing: Rory is till too stupid to
call the police when she receives threats, and Zeke the ghost is still just annoying and intrusive. At least |
don't expect character development from a dead guy, but it's been nearly ayear since the events of the first
story and there's no real progression in any of the living characters.

Thistime, Rory is on the case of amurder that may or may not have been actually a murder. Turns out the
dead guy wasn't very nice and no one missed him, which leaves alot of suspects.

I'll hand it to Pape for not announcing the arrival of the villain the first time we read about him/her, but that's
probably because most of this book is taken up with a great deal of needless faffing about - is she getting
paid by the word? Did we need useless sentences like how surprised Rory isthat it'sdark (in April), even
though it's already daylight savings time? It's a stupid statement made even dumber by the fact that we
weren't given any context in which to share Rory's surprise. Was it 5pm? 7? Noon? A scene when she finds
herself uncomfortable facing a window looking out into the darkness is also pointless - what's so scary about
that?

Why did we need two pages of the dog almost knocking over avisitor carrying cupcakes, or half a page of
Zeke making Rory drop her hair dryer? If I'm leaving out the mystery, it's because so did Pape. For every
paragraph of Rory interviewing somebody, we get pages of Rory carrying groceries, Rory combing her hair,
Rory eating something junky, Rory arguing with her stupid annoying ghost, or Rory driving.

She also hasto get a new alarm system or something, because IN EVERY BOOK SO FAR SOMEONE HAS
GOTTEN IN. For crying out loud. Dumbest detective ever. And speaking of that, the whole "sketch artist”
shtick isn't working, either. Those scenes are so badly shoe-horned into the narrative that it feels more like
Pape just randomly remembers it's supposed to be a"Portrait of Crime" mystery rather than a Scooby Doo
story. And why do we even bother with the sketches anyway, since she ALWAY S gives the sketch to her
police friend, who ALWAY S runsit through the database, and ALWAY S comes up empty?

We've aso added YET ANOTHER "quirky" regular in the form of a psychic. Sheesh. And don't get me
started on the idiotic "resolution.”

Finally: Rory/Sharon - the visitor's ignoring Hobo during his stupid little exuberant greeting could be partly



dislike of dogs, but partly because you're actually not supposed to reward a hyper dog with affection until it
calms down. Do some research, or get yourself a better editor who'll actually read the book.

I know it's silly to nitpick abook that features a ghost as a sidekick, but it's these mundane things that make
the difference between a decently-written (albeit unlikely) story, and just tripe. This, unfortunately, isthe
latter.

JOANN77PL says

Thisinstallment of Rory's adventures also didn't disappoint me. There was plenty of her sleuthing and
interaction between her and Zeke. There was also Hobo :) A surprising ending, that iswhy | went straight to
another book.

My thoughts regarding some comments | see about Rory's lack of maturity and/ or sleuthing skills- | realize
that being an active member of police in the past should make her posses both training and behave in other
way than she often does. But hey - why not simply read and enjoy the book? For me spending time with
these stories is a pure pleasure - no dissecting the "maybes", "shouldbes’ etc., just nice flowing narration,
well-formed relationships and a progressing main story. That'sall | ask :)

Jeanette says

Boring

Linda says

Great last book in the series, while wrapping everything up but at the same time leaving the door open for

further adventures. | was happy to get the closure with Zeke's case but | wish their were more books in the
series. The modern day mystery was good aswell and | liked that got the same clue that Rory did to know
who doneit instead of her knowing and us not.

AngryGreyCat says

Thisisbook 3 in the Portrait of a Crime Mystery Series. | have really enjoyed the first two booksin this
series and looked forward to reading this one and it did not disappoint. Rory and her ghostly sidekick Zeke,
solve amodern day murder and one from the past. Rory goes on atrip out west to hunt for cluesinto Zeke's
murder and getsinvolved in amodern day murder...or isit amurder?

The relationship between Zeke and Rory is what makes these books so special. They have the push-pull
power struggle, the conflicts caused by ideas from differing eras, particularly ideas related to male-female
roles, and an underlying sense of loyalty and affection. In this book, we have an addition of an elderly
neighbor,who is also aware of Zeke and stops by irregularly to add in her two cents worth to stir the pot.

A well written series with fully fleshed out protagonists whose relationship is the driving force behind the



books.

Veronica says

The ending seemed allittle anti-climatic but still an entertaining read.

Ariel says

The story opens with Rory on atrip to Arizonato investigate Federal Marshal Ezekiel Drummond's murder
in 1878. Rory plans on afew days of investigation, then joining her aunt Helene and the "Way off Broadway
Players' for their group vacation. Rory has barely started her research into the Marshall's death, part of a deal
with Zeke's ghost, when desath strikes the "Players’ during their visit to Gray Wolf Canyon via aflash flood.
Preston Wright is the youngest in the acting troupe, yet he isthe only fatality. Zeke provides his suspicions
that it could have been a murder of opportunity despite the local police ruling it an accident. Preston's
estranged mother also suspects foul play although she admits Preston was a slick criminal.

So Preston's mother hires Rory to investigate his death. Rory soon realizes nearly every member of the "Way
off Broadway Players' had motive to kill him, but was it murder or just an accident? When Rory has a break
in and some scare tactics thrown her way, sheis convinced it was murder aright and that she is getting closer
to breaking the case.

Rory continues to be an interesting character. She is brave, stuborn, determined like alion on the hunt, and
working on controlling her anger flares at her resident ghost, Zeke. Zeke is also agreat side-kick because he
has grown fond of Rory, but his 1800s gender-role ideas haven't fully been modernized. He was a good
Marshal and feels Rory needs him, or maybe he just needs to be needed. Zeke is learning to work with Rory
rather than demand and rage. Often their verbal sparing iscomical. | have to say that Zeke does have a
break-though in acknowledging Rory's capabilities - not to be missed.

Then thereis Aunt Helene, the most colorful member of Rory's family. Helene is a delight without being too
over-the-top. A new character isintroduced in this story, Eloise, the elderly mother of a neighbor. Eloiseisa
Ghost-whisperer ever since her stroke, and goes between grave-yard serious, to child-likein seconds. | loved
her and look forward to her continued appearances in future books. | have to give kudos to Hobo, the mutt
adopted in the prior story. Hobo is just a bundle of comedy and love - nothing extraordinary, just atypical
lovable dog that brings awarmth to the pages.

The setting has afew scenesin Arizona, but the bulk still takes place in New Y ork. This book continues the
two prior book's trend of integrating chapters following the Marshall's story from 1878 as he tracks the serial
killer that led to his murder. Those chapters are scattered and only occasionally so it doesn't really disrupt,
but accentuates the dynamics of what makes Zeke tick as a ghost. This book provides the answer of who
killed Zeke, providing him some closure, while giving an emotional twist to that drama.

The plot is on par for acozy mystery, providing avictim just asking to be "eliminated” with plenty of
capabl e suspects. The killer was not necessarily obvious, but | did suspect who it was, although the red
herrings did agood job of confusing the trail. The confrontation was handled quite well and the wrap up
solidifies the partnership of Rory and Zeke Investigations. The subplot of who killed Marshall Drummond is



wrapped up with a plausible and surprising resol ution.

The cover artwork illustrates the Victorian home that Rory inherited from her PI uncle that introduced her to
the Marshal's ghost. It also shows Zeke beginning to break free of the boundaries of the house and travel
along with Rory. | mention the cover because the style seems to have changed from the prior books, but it
still is meaningful to the story.

This series continues to provide solid cozy mystery plots, with interesting characters that delight and
splashes of humor. The paranormal elements consist of ghosts thus far (Zeke's ghost and Eloise
communicating with ghosts) but is not presented in ascary or creepy way, rather to flavor the stories. Well
done cozy with an entertaining paranormal element.

Rating: Excellent - Loved it! Buy it now and put this author on your watch list.

Series: 3rd in A Portrait of Crime Mysteries

Main Characters: Aurora (Rory) McCain, former police sketch-artist turned PI

Setting: Modern day, Suffolk County New Y ork

Obtained Through: Publisher for honest review

Mysteries and My Musings http://www.mysterysuspence.bl ogspot.com

Katherine P says

3rd in the series about former sketch artist/detective turned Pl and her ghostly sidekick. | enjoyed this one
more than #2.

The Good Points:

The history element - much of Zeke's past is explained.

The mystery was pretty well done with a surprise ending.

The theater group was an interesting cast of characters and it made sense that they would interact as much as
they do.

Likable characters and it makes sense that Rory is running around asking questions.

The Bad Points:

Rory seriously needsto get an alarm system. Someone breaks into her house every book.

Thefirst trip to Arizonawas very short and didn't make awhole lot of sense. | would've liked if moretime
had been spent researching Zeke's past.

Not sure if the introduction of Eloise is going to be good or bad. | thought she was interesting in this book
but | can see her getting annoying if she becomes a bigger character.

Dharia Scarab says



| only gave this book 4 stars because | like the ghost and the mystery, but the main character is seriously
annoying.

Rory manages to be dlightly less annoying in this book, but the pointless power struggle she constantly
engages in with the ghost still annoys me.
Since | don't normally write reviews unless | have something specific to say, here's the break down of how |

rate my books...

1 star... Thisbook was bad, so bad | may have given up and skipped to the end. | will avoid this author like
the plague in the future.

2 stars... This book was not very good, and | won't be reading any more from the author.

3 dtars... This book was ok, but | won't go out of my way to read more, But if | find another book by the
author for under adollar I'd pick it up.

4 stars... | redly enjoyed this book and will definitely be on the look out to pick up more from the
series/author.

5 dtars... | loved this book! It had earned a permanent home in my collection and I'll be picking up the rest of
the series and other books from the author ASAP.

[1 Jennifer says

I love the premise and the plot is good - even a bit better than average because the premise was just alittle bit
different from the norm. If this was a stand aone book, 1'd probably have rated it higher, but because it's the
third in the series I'm atiny bit disappointed in the characters. Rory seems to be missing any spark, imo.
She'sterribly earnest, but there seems to be no humour, or life, to her character. The ghost, Zeke, has more
life and humour.

Although | enjoyed the book well enough, it was really just 'ok’ and I'd hoped for a bit more out of the series
by the third book. I'll check out the fourth and perhaps find that the seriesis just a slow starter.

Fred says

Sketch A Falling Star isthe third book in the A Portrait of Crime Mystery series.

Rory is off to Arizonafor a vacation with her aunt the Way Off Broadway Players. The Players are off to
visit Gray Wolf Canyon and Rory is looking forward to learning more about the murder of her resident
ghost, Zeke. Rory, just as she is getting a good start on her research, get acall form her aunt to say the group
has been caught by aflash flood in the canyon. Most of them only have bumps and bruises, but one member
has died. Brian Preston is the victim and it is assumed that he hit his head on a boulder and drowned. Once
Rory is back home, Brian's mother wants her to investigate the "accident”. Brian has a past history of



swindling people. His mother is not looking for justice, but to know the truth of what actually happened.

Rory starts to interview the other actors that were on and Zeke getsto work on the Internet, for not only his
situation, but to help Rory. Throw into this Eloise, an elderly lady who has had a stroke and has moved in
with her son and his family. She has "visions' that Rory sketches out. Often she has no idea what good they
are, but in the end help Rory to answer just who the person is that aided in the death of Brian.

This book was an excellent story with some very interesting characters. One question that has been in the
back of mind since book #1 was answered in avery positive way. An answer that | am very happy with.

Looking forward to the next book.

Jeannie and L ouis Rigod says

The story this time revolves around a suspicious death, could it be murder?, of a member of a community
theater group that our Private Investigator's, Rory McCain's aunt belongs too.

Thereisaflash flood near Page, AZ. Rory receives a panicked telephone call from her aunt, Helene. Auntie
isfine, but not so fortunate is thespian Preston Wright. When Rory arrives, from her own investigation in
Tucson, she finds out that, for one thing, Preston is an dias...what else may be an illusion? Isit death by
drowning or...?

Rory continues her search for the murderer of her partner Zeke Drummond. The fact that he died in 1878
makes it a serious cold case.

To my delight a new character was added to the mix, Eloise, a new neighbor of Rory's and Zekes that has an
ability new to her and knows things she shouldn't know.

Thisis my favorite episode, novel, of the seriesyet. | truly look forward to the next novel in the series.

LORI CASWELL says

Preston Wright, one of the actorsin the Way Off Broadway Players diesin afreak accident in Arizona. The
whole group is caught in aflash flood. The others all escape with a couple of broken bones, cuts and bruises.
Preston’s death is ruled as an accident, but his mother believes there may have been some foul play. She
hires Rory McCain to do alittle investigating.

Rory is aso getting close to solving a very, very old cold case, the murder of her ghost partner Zeke. Rory is
hunting down villains both in the present and the past. She may ruffle afew feathers but a good investigator
always gets her man, or woman!

Doallycas's Thoughts
In thisinstallment you get two mysteries! Loveit!



We find out more of Zeke's story and determine whether Preston Wright was murdered or just the victim of
acrazy accident. Sharon keeps us guessing about both as the clues are figured out. If Wright's death was an
accident he sure had plenty of people around him that were not unhappy to see him go. Zeke's past isvery
intriguing and this reader was very worried than when he learned the truth it would free him to stop haunting
the present. Y ou will have to read the book for yourself to find out what happens. No Spoilers Herel

The was aamazingly quick read as we slipped back and forth from the present to 1878. Rory isastrong
woman on two missions with her sidekick Zeke there for moral support, a second opinion, and his hi-jinks
that made me fall in love with this character. A new character, Eloise, is added to the mix and sheis
something else. Helene is not as active in this edition but after Sharon’s post above we know she will be back
to her meddling self in future stories.

Saddle up your horse and hold on tight, you arein for awild ride! Thisis mystery not to be missed!! You
may even Sketch A Falling Star!

Dee says

A gentle mystery involving Rory, the former police sketch artist, and her housemate, Zeke, the ghost of a
murdered marshall. This time around the action surrounds a thespian group, with afew forays out West as
Rory also tries to solve the concurrent mystery of who killed Zeke all those years ago. | have hopes that
future books will explore a budding sense of romance on the part of Rory (as| think Zeke already has
feelings for Rory). So far, she's fairly impatient with him all the time and often insensitive. Loved the
introduction of a new neighbor who has alink to the paranormal world.




