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Danish poet and novelist Hans Christian Andersen (1805-1875) is best known for the dozens of fairy tales he
wrote, including "The Little Mermaid," "The Ugly Duckling," and "The Snow Queen." Andersen's sense of
fantasy, power of description, and acute sensitivity are strikingly evident in his autobiography. Andersen
masterfully depicts the extreme poverty of his provincial childhood and the international celebrity of hislater
years, and also provides insights into the sources of many of his most famous tales.
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Kari says

I'm on page 295, just so | remember when | get it back. Thisis an absolutely great tie-together between all
the other books of this period I've read. And while Andersen wasn't perfect, and | hear he did things that
offended polite society of that time, he and his life sound like me and mine in so many ways (and the results
he got out of any given incident are very familiar). And | don't think that's a bad thing, mostly. Anyone who
got to be Mendelssohn's friend is worth getting to know :)

Janice says

As| taught a unit to third graders on folklore | decided to read Hans Christian Andersen's autobiography. |
had read a children's version of hislifein areader at one time and wondered how much of it was true that he
was a bit of an ugly duckling himself.

While he didn't often fit in in his younger life he did travel extensively throughout Europe during his
adulthood and much of his book explains that. He did have many friends but there did seem to be a sense of
loneliness about him. It was fascinating to learn more about Europe at the time as he give insights into the
cities he visits and the well-to-do people whose circles he traveled in. Interesting title - fairy tale of my life.

Steve Shilstone says

Delightful visit with the highly sensitive passionate egotistical tale teller.




