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A widow at twenty-five, beautiful Elise Laffont had been taught by her brutal husband to hate sex and men.

She was quite content to manage her small Louisianafarm alone -- until a Natchez Indian uprising forced her
toflee.

To secure safe passage for herself and her neighbors, Elise agreed to become the mistress of Reynaud
Chavalier, son of a French nobleman and a Natchez princess.

But what began as sacrifice soon became pleasure, as his sensuous touch awakened her to the ecstasies of
love. ..
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From Reader Review Fierce Eden for online ebook

Kimberly Carrington-Fox says

Finalizado el #RitaBlake! 2'5 estrellitas para un libro que empez6 medianamente bien pero se acab6
desinflando.

Jen says

I got this book as part of a L ouisiana History bundle that was free on Kindle. | am glad that | did not pay for
this book, because | was largely disappointed. To be clear, the history and culture of the native Americansin
this book was painstakingly researched, and was presented without prejudice. It was a historically accurate
picture of the relationships between the settlements in new France and | was really impressed with the work
that was put into this book from an accuracy standpoint. The writing is detailed and thorough that can |
expect from general romance writing. Thiswastruly a historical romance, more than aromance set in a
historical period.

However, | found that the romance part to be extremely illogical. The characters were extremely developed,
and the female lead was so strong, so intelligent, and so capable. She was everything you hope for in a
heroin, independent to a fault. The male character, though equally a strong a character and very well written,
was dishonest, high-handed, and took pleasure in embarrassing those around him. | don't mind a black hat -
that's not my issue. It's just that awoman like our heroin willingly staid with thiskind of a person. He
repeatedly treated her horribly, and made a pretense of giving her the choice to go or stay. He never
expressed any regret, never apologized, just continually treated her badly -- and she made the decision to
stay! It made no sense to me and | wasn't able to finish the story because women made out to be that strong
and intelligent don't allow make a choice to live under that kind of oppression when given the choice. Not
even for love.

Three stars because it was such a beautifully written account, but the story hurt my heart.

PatriciaMarin says

Terminado e primer libro del nuevo #RetoRita #RetoRita2 #RitaBlake, que pertenecia a febrero.

Me ha gustado. No me ha gustado un montonazo de me voy a morir, pero ha sido unalectura muy
entretenida, una aventuray una historia que apetecia leer. Tiene més de novela historicaen lo que respectaa
todo lo relacionado con los colonos franceses, las tribusindias y choque de culturas, que de historia de amor,
gue existe, aunque a mi no me ha parecido |o méas importante.

Ambos protagonistas son persongjes bastante normales (que no planos), con sus virtudes, pero sin defectos
destacables. No son perfectos en todo, pero tampoco son tontos, y creo que destacan porque todo encgja con
mucha naturalidad entre ellos.

La historiatiene sus sobresaltos, si bien el final se me ha hecho un poco pesado con dar vueltas sobre lo
mismo unay otravez. Y creo que esto eslo Unico malo que puedo decir de lanovela, que esefina se ha
alargado mas de lo necesario.



En rasgos generales, buena narracion, personajes interesantes y todo muy bien contextualizado. Es un buen
trabajo el de documentacién y escritura.

Noemi says

3,5 Estrellas |e pongo!!

Después del libro anterior que lei, me hacia faltaleer algo que pudiera disfrutar y que no tuviera ganas de
acabar de leer € libro cuanto antes, como me paso con €l otro libro.

Esta historia me ha parecido entreteniday bien escritay los personajes me han gustado mucho, sobre todo
Reynaud Chevalier. Cada vez que leiame veniaalamente a Tom Hardy jajgjaja

También me ha gustado y disfrutado varios momentos que habido entre Raynaud y Elise, esetiray aflojaque
han tenido en muchas ocasiones.

Ultimamente en los libros que estado leyendo siempre hay algin personajes principal que no termina de
hacerme gracia, pero en esta ocasion tanto €l como ella, me han gustado mucho.

Hasta ahora no habia leido nada de esta autoray seguramente leeré més de ella. :)

Terrasays

Thisis my first time reading a book by this author and | must say that | am impressed. It's not afast paced
story but a much meatier one than your average fluffy light historical romance.

Sorry ladies but this one doesn't have a sexy legged Scotsman but does have a sexy bare chested half breed
American Indian. It doesleave mein aquandary as| am partial to kilted Scotsman but after the descriptions
here in this story it's making me think | might have to broaden my horizons.

Our heroine Elise Laffont isavery attractive young widow living in Louisiana and trying to make a go of
things on her own. Considering the time period it does make this very hard for her as women are still
frowned upon as far asintelligence and anything other than being barefoot and pregnant. Elise however is
quite happy in her current situation of striking out to make her own path due to having a cruel and abusive
husband. Who can blame her really?

Our hero Reynaud Chevalier was born on the wrong side of the tracks. Half Indian and half French heisa
man of no people. Upon seeing our heroine though he does make himself indispensable to a fleeing group of
French after they have been attacked by the Indians in a brutal raid. But, why should he do something like
this even though heis a half breed. He knows the Indians and the French will both despise him for who heis
and what he's done so what could be worth the possible cost of hislife to help these people.

We travel through the harsh back country of Louisiana striving to stay one step ahead of the Indians while
praying with al our might that we make it to the French fort unscathed. Dangers and disagreements abound
aplenty, trust isjust afive letter word that is tossed around like juggling balls and tempers blaze when all is
not as it seems and some find out they have been deceived.

The descriptions are vivid while the historical aspect is over the top intriguing. Throw some romance, sex,
brutality, lies, passion and patience and you have one interesting storyline.



Wendy Hines says

Elise Laffont isabeautiful, yet cold young woman. Only twenty-five, sheisawidow running her small farm.
The farm gives her happiness, even though the men at Fort Rosalie ensure Elise she can't run it properly or
successfully without a man by her side. But Elise has hardened her heart toward men. After her husband
treated her badly, abusive and mocking, she has no wish for another to touch her or her them.

Reynaud Chevalier is half Natchez and half French, so he pretty much gets a bad rap, even though heisa
fierce warrior and easy on the eyes. The moment his eyes alight on Elise heis curious and also instantly
wants her. She raises her chin defiantly toward him and that is that.

But when Fort Rosalie and the surrounding areas are attacked by the Natchez, Elise manages to escape to the
forest with afew other survivors. Reynaud offersto help the small party to a safe destination if Elise agrees
to become his bed companion. Talk about caught between arock and a hard place!!

Reynaud takes things slow as he realizes that Elise is skittish and afraid, but she eventually cannot contain
the passion and desire she has for him. But the Reynaud is named the new war chief for the Natchez, he takes
Elise with him to the camp and she tries valiantly to fit in. But with the French attacking the tribe, what sort
of future can the two of them from two different lifes foresee?

Filled with passion, wonderful character development against arich tapestry of history and awar, Fierce
Eden is adelectable way to spend an afternoon. Well paced, compelling, and delightfully satisfying, romance
lovers are sure to enjoy this one!

Judy & Mariannefrom Long and Short Reviews says

Elise Laffont and Reynaud Chavalier’ s trek through the forest to escape mayhem brings to mind the
beginning of the Longfellow poem “Evangeline’:

“Thisisthe forest primeval. The murmuring pines and the hemlocks,
Bearded with moss, and in garments green, indistinct in the twilight...”

Fierce Eden isavicarioustrip back in history with strong, resourceful, and, of course, flawed characters that
are memorable. Their will to live, their determination to hold on to the culture they know, and their resilience
is mindboggling—awesome reading.

The Natchez Indian Uprising, after so many years of ill treatment by the French, setsin motion events that
start gigantic changes in the social structure of Louisiana Territory in the early eighteenth century. Fierce
Eden is spellbinding.

Elise Laffont is awidow who has managed her property well since the death of her abusive husband, but her
independent ways go against the grain of the many men who want her and her property. She's been able to
meet and beat their challenges until the Natchez Indians attack, killing and burning. Hiding in the forest, with
nothing but the clothes on her back, she makes necessary decisionsto stay alive. Her back-story gives the



reader revealing insight into her survival instincts, her intelligence, and her skill with people.

The French-educated Reynaud Chavalier, half Natchez and half French, drives a hard bargain before he
agrees to take Elise and other “on-the-run” French to a safe post. His own agenda puts him in danger, but he
knows what he wants and is willing to take the risk. He seems to embody the best of both cultures in which
he was reared. He is unquestionably a hero-though a somewhat flawed one. Even flawed, heis alover that
makes the heart race. To Elise who has suffered at the hands of every man she's ever known, Reynaud is
unbelievable. The freedom of choice he gives her becomes an aphrodisiac to Elise—the love scenes sizzle.

Elise and Reynaud’ s love story reaches far past the physical. It shows alove that isloyal, faithful, giving,
and felt to the core. However, Fierce Eden is much more than just alove story. It plumbs the depth of the
human condition, reveals every one of the Cardinal Sins, yet, shows the compassion and caring that some of
the characters never lose even when all hope seems gone. It also showcases how history is made and cultures
changed.

Jennifer Blake, amaster story teller, transports the reader to another time and place as she weaves together
incredible descriptions of the environment, historical information, cultural differences, and afantastic love

story to create atale that will be remembered long after the last page is read. Marvel ous reading!

originally posted at http://longandshortreviews.blogspot.c...

Misfit says

Thegirl: Elise Laffont, not one of the original casquette girls (she came on alater ship), and when she
arrived in Louisiana she was married off to a brute of an older man (thankfully now dead). She's more than
happy to work the land |eft by her husband and isn't interested in shopping for another spouse anytime soon
(sex with hubby #1 was pretty bad).

The guy: Reynaud Chavalier. His mother was Natchez, his father a French Comte. Educated in France, he
was sent home to Louisiana with a nice fat inheritance from his father. Reynaud's had an eye for the beautiful
young widow for sometime, and jumps at the opportunity to rescue Elise and afew other survivors after a
brutal raid by the Natchez.

Let'sjust say Reynaud's conditions for getting everyone to safety are awee bit unusual and raise afew
eyebrows - especially Elise's. That's all I'll say - read it for your self.

Thiswas abit different from Blake's usual formula, with the heroine being widowed (usually they're
virginal), and no forced seduction (a. common trope for those older romances). | don't want to say how it
comes about, but a goodly portion of the story takes place with the Natchez in their village, with Elise living
with and interacting with Reynaud's family and fellow tribesmen. | thought that was a refreshing change -
but be warned - there are alot of details on the history of the Natchez and customs, as well as details of daily
living, and that might not suit every read. YMMV.

While did enjoy this, | didn't warm up to this couple like | have with other JB couples. | also found alot of
typos (conversion errors?), and for that I'm dropping the rating down to three stars. Thumbs up to the author
for getting her old books out in digital format, but perhaps there's been too big of arush and could use one or
two more proof reads before putting them on the marketplace.



Ana Rosa says

War and love

While reading this book | felt drawn towards the plight of the hero and heroine. She suffered at the hands of
a husband and was scared of men and the hero gives her back the control she needed to overcome her fears.
I'm glad at the end that they finally end up together. True love conquers al adversity.

Ashley says

| usually don't like Native-American romance novels but | love old Jennifer Blake books so | figured that |
should just aswell giveit atry. Of course, | adored it. Thereisrarely an old Jennifer Blake book that | don't
like.

Linda Banche says

FIERCE EDEN by Jennifer Blake is a sweeping, vibrant historical tale of love, honor, betrayal and
adventure.

In 1729 Louisiana, long-simmering tension erupts into violence as the bel eaguered Natchez Indians attack
the French Fort Rosalie, destroying the fort and the surrounding farms and slaughtering the settlers.

Widowed French landowner Elise, after suffering marriage with an abusive husband, has no wish to submit
to any man. But in the chaos after the massacre, she must accept the attentions of the half-French Natchez
prince, Reynaud, as the price for his protection of her and her little band of survivors.

And so begins afar-ranging tale of culture clash and divided loyalties. Rich in in-depth historical detail and
fast-paced action, Ms. Blake's superb novel sweeps you away into a vastly different time and place. Never
dull, she draws you into the story of Elise's and Reynaud'sincreasing love for each other against the
background of aworld in violent transition.

Fierce Eden immerses you in cultures far different from our own, but where human nature remains the same.
Elise, while awoman of her time, is no passive victim. She fights against her fate, and fails and succeedsin
turn. Reynaud, as both French and Natchez, is torn between two worlds and must make the wrenching
decision of where to place hisloyalties.

I love Jennifer Blake. Her novels are exactly the kind of meaty read | adore. Ms. Blake wrote FIERCE
EDEN in 1985 and the good news is—-she's till writing. Even better, she still writes the same wonderful type
of story. May she write for along time to come, so we fans can enjoy her new novels along with her
treasures of the past.

ARC provided by Sourcebooks



Katy says

A French widow, Elise Lafont, is saved from massacre by the Natchez by not being home when they
attacked. L ater, she, two other Frenchmen, and an elderly French woman are traveling with Renault, aman
who is both French and Natchez. He takes them to safety but later become the War Leader of the Natchez,
according to hisfamily's legacy.

Whilethisis afictionalized account of the settling of Louisiana, there is so much history steeped into the
plot. | especially loved that! | liked the fictional love story, with the Indians not being neither good nor bad,
and the French being neither good nor bad. Both nationalities were just human, and Blake did afabulous job
of showing their strengths and frailties.

| would most likely read this again!

Staci says

My thoughts:

| have to admit that |'ve really enjoyed reading Sourcebooks Casablanca Classics. I'm not usually one for
romance books but ‘My Love, My Enemy' and now 'Fierce Eden' have been great reads for me this month.
Just goes to show you that covers can sometimes be misleading in regards to content. | thought this story was
agreat blend of romance, adventure, sexual tension, and historical information. | will own up to having
fantasies (when | was younger and more naive) of wanting to be swept away by an Indian Chief who
crackled with virility and smoldering hotness. Every time | watched 'Last of the Mohicans," | would often
catch myself sighing and dreaming of Unca (Daniel Day Lewis's Indian brother) coming to my rescue and
saving me from the brutal British. But | digress....so anyway.....| found myself at many, many timeswith a
huge grin on my face as| read the passionate |ove scenes between Elise and her half-breed Reynaurd. But
the story isn't just about their romance, it's also about the history of Louisiana, the French, and the Indian
tribes that lived there during the early 1700's. Jennifer Blake took afew historic occurrences and then wrote
astory that firmly plants the reader into the past.

Recommend? Y es..l would recommend this one especially for those readers that enjoy some great historical
fiction with atastefully written love story intertwined within the pages. There honestly isn't one cheesy thing
going on here, it's not a Harlequin romance, or abook with just sex. Actually, the sex isfairly minimal and
like | wrote above it's very well done. Not a bad way to spend an afternoon...not at all.

Rating: 8/10 (I've decided to go to the 10 point scale as it gives me more room to judge a book rather than 1-
5)

Andrea (Catsos Person) isa Compulsive eBook Hoarder says

| had to CNF this at 83%.



The author does a awe-inspiring portrayal of Indiginous American Natchez tribe in terms of how they live,
what they believe, how they organize their society etc.—well before the Internet. The subplot with the
indigenous American Natcheze minor Natchez charactersit “too” well-done. The minor Natchez characters
were fully developed and vivid as was their lives and their culture. All were “too” good. As a credit to the
author’ s phenomenal skill in capturing them and their lives, I'm fully invested in them. | can’t continue.
They aren’t going to win and if they somehow wiggle out of this particular “pickl€” they arein, ultimately,
they won't win. | can't see how they will even get out of this situation for an HFN in this book. | can’t bear
to read any more.

The the “romantic” couple, H/h fell alittle flat, though the heroine met my “peculiar” criteriafor a*“ strong”
heroine.

NTS: Reason for aplace on my “romantic hall of fame” shelf:
Le Sigh, sniff, sniff:
P 111 @28%

“If | were not forsworn,” he said, his voice deep, “1 would wrap my hands in the wild silk of your hair and
draw you to me, enclosing you in my arms, holding you to me until | could feel the beat of your heart. |
would touch your lips with mine, holding their sweet warmth until they opened to me. | would taste the
essence of your mouth and probe its source, inviting you with every wile at my command to do the same. |
would kiss your forehead, your eyes, the softness of your cheeks, that small seductive hollow behind your
ear. Gently | would slide your gown from your shoulders, following its fall with atrail of kisses.”

(Snip)

“Your breasts | would take in my hands, cupping their gentle shape that is both soft and firm, stroking the
nipples with finger and tongue until they were tight buds of sweetness. | would press my face into the white
flatness of your belly and breathe your scent before searching out those secret places that bring you joy. And
when you were ready, when you yearned for me, only then, would | fill you, banishing thought of any other
man. | would use the force at my command to your service, your good, bringing to us both that boundless
pleasure that is our birthright, our solace, our only certain reward for living. These things | would do, if |
were not forsworn.”

Yes, yes, thisisal physical, but if the H did not yet reaize he loves the h, | do. These sentiments are not
inspired by animal lust alone.

Ashley says

Thiswastotally one of the romances | read when | was younger because | found it hidden in abox in my
mom's closet.




