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Luanda, Angola, 1990. Ndalu isanormal twelve-year old boy in an extraordinary time and place. Like his
friends, he enjoys laughing at his teachers, avoiding homework and telling tall tales. But Ndalu's teachers are
Cuban, his homework assignments include writing essays on the role of the workers and peasants, and the
tall tales he and his friends tell are about a criminal gang called Empty Crate which specializesin attacking
schools. Ndalu is mystified by the family servant, Comrade Antonio, who thinks that Angola worked better
when it was a colony of Portugal, and by his Aunt Dada, who livesin Portugal and doesn't know what a
ration card is. In acharming voice that is completely original, Good Morning Comrades tells the story of a
group of friends who create a perfect childhood in arevolutionary socialist country fighting a bitter war. But
the world is changing around these children, and like all childhood's Ndalu's cannot last. An internationally
acclaimed novel, already published in half a dozen countries, Good Morning Comrades is an unforgettable
work of fiction by one of Africa's most exciting young writers.
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From Reader Review Good Morning Comrades for online ebook

Kavita says

Do you fedl nostalgiafor acommunist past that never existed? Do you strongly miss your childhood even if
it was lived in the midst of war? Do you think that school days were the best days of your life even if you
could barely stand getting up in the morning? If thisis your frame of mind, then there is no better book than
Good Morning Comrades for you.

The debut novel of famous Angolan author, Ondjaki, Good Morning Comrades follows the daily life of
Ndalu. The schoolgoing boy lives with his middle-class family and goes to a good school. He and his friends
are taught by Cuban teachers, who garner great respect because of their dedication to the revolution. Thereis
also avisiting aunt from Portugal, completely cluelessin the ways of communism and Africa.

In many ways, the novel is lighthearted, depicting a portrait of life from the worldview of a child. Though
shortage and war are ever-present in the background, the story is not emotionally heavyhanded and putsits
point across brilliantly. The students are well-fleshed out, and school life in communist Angolawas well
depicted. The ability to follow instructions without questioning is deeply ingrained at school, and this affects
the way Ndalu and his friends experience the outside world. Ndalu's school stories play a pivota rolein the
narrative, where misinformation rules.

The lack of awareness of his own purchasing ability is brilliantly shown by means of a Portuguese aunt, who
brings presents for everyone and has no clue why the President of Angola requires aguard. Of course, this
means that the aunt had to be made completely dumb, but | feel | can forgive that in view of the otherwise
amazing narrative.

The book brings out the strong influence of Cuba, Russia, and Portugal on Angola. | have rarely been
impressed with child narrators, but this one was just perfect. | think Good Morning Comrades would be a
perfect addition to anyone's bookshelf.

AJ P says

Read for office book club.

| was really excited to read this one. It takes place in Angola (and it's quite rare for afiction book out of
Angolato be translated to English) and it takes place on the cusp of the brief peacein angola's civil war.
Pluses, it was meant to address what it was like to have Cuban teachers, and living in a place where war was
going on so long it was normalized. The back cover made it sound great.

Well... it wasn't. It was boring, there was zero plot, and beyond even that, there was zero character
development. Plus, the stories the boy told of his daily life felt rather pointless. So as a story, the book was
completely lacking.

Boosted to two stars because it still presented an interesting look at what living in arelatively privileged
family in 1990 Angola may have looked like (and probably did as this story is supposed to be quite
autobiographical).



Anyway, major disappointment here with the story if not the subject.

Mary Mav says

4.5/ le petit nicholas thrown in a serious situation during civil war in Angola. | was blown away

Kevin Pedersen says

Thisisasimple but evocative story about a boy in Angolawho is about to finish school, structured around
two big disruptions that threaten to come into hislife. Thefirst is all anticipation but ultimately baseless, as
rumors and lies about alocal gang causes a panic in the protagonist's school one afternoon. The second
comes as a surprise but has more lasting consequences as the Cold War suddenly ends, sending Angolainto a
period of rapid change (a change that, it's not mentioned in the novella but comes out in a post-script, does
not go well and leads to a bloody civil war).

Framing the story around these two poles works nicely, and there are nice moments of wit and description
through the book. It's full of innocent but damning descriptions of life under Soviet Marxism, normalized
through a child's point of view so nothing seems overtly political, which I'd say makes it more effective.
Pretty breezy read, too, which doesn't hurt.

Comfortably says

Ot aTpogol eNval Va BIA?0 TOL H?00 OTT? TIC TEPITIZTEIEC LIOG TP?0 G T A DV OKIOYPAPE? TN
(w? oTnNV AYK?A0 - TIO CUYKEKPILAVA OTH AOLATA - OTA T?AN TNC OEKAET?0 ¢ TOL 80 KAl €V 20w
TNC KUBEPVNTIK?C BNTE?0¢ TOL MPLA KOl TOU EMPUA?0U OTN X7pa. Ac Ba BPEI¢ TOAA? ONUE?T VO
TOUTIOTE?C OOV OVAW?0TNG TI2POV EVOEXOUVWCE OTE? TN VOOTOAY?0 yid TNV a8w?tNTa Twv
CLVALCONU?TWY TWV HABNTIK?Y XPAVWY, T?TE TOU 08 B7AAE VO EYOA?00ULE TI?2PA OTT? TO OXOALK?
HOC XpAIa. MOAQTO?TA KO TIP? TNV OTAAOK? yPA@? TOU - AV KAl €EAIPETIK? {uVTAV?C Ol
TEPIYPAQ?C TOU OVT{XKI O HLPWIL 2C XP2UOTA KOl CLVAIOOUATA - VOU?LW 2TAV CUYKIVNTIK?. Ag
E?2PW TI LE CLYKNOE T700.. 200G 1N TPOOTTBEIN eV EQ?BOV VA (?0€l IG2TIHO/TOPZAANAN OTOV/JE
(TOV) K200 Tew "HEY?AV". ?taV HOBaVEIC VA (E1G OE KA TIPAYUOTIK?2TNTA KAl €ANVOI TO LOVOOIK?
reference point 0o TI?¢ AVTIETWIT?LEIG TO EVOEX FUEVO IOC V20 C TPAYHOTIK?TNTAC? H eTov?0tacn, N
ouvTIpo@K?tNtTa, 0 Taog, N Ko?Ba, ta deAT?0 T POX ?¢ TPOPUWY, PA0 T?00 OIQOTAIOTIK? KOVOVIK?.
To KaAnu?pa avtpo@ol ov eval va BiIA?0 yia T di 2. O?1e UG VA TPARL?01 yid LeY?A0UC.
E0l N aToT?rmwon auTo? Tiou K?2ToTE 2TaV N KAVOVIK? (w? ToU NTOA0?, ? aAA1?¢ Tov OVT{XI.
AULT? €721 2TV PE P?TNOAV yia 10 BIBA70.

Sofia says

Ondjaki'swriting styleis very simple, making it an easy read. However, the way that the narrator tells the
story so simply is shocking when you realize the reality that he livesin, and how normal it is. This books has
very well developed themes which make it a great book for discussion groups.



M acanot says

Quedédliciade livrinho! Uma histéria que é um retorno ainfancia, a esse pais distante que é o passado. Um
livro escrito pela crianga que o adulto recorda que foi. Gostei muito.

L adyce West says

Acabei deler o delicioso, divertido e suave livro Bom dia camaradas do autor angolano Ondjaki. Este ndo é
0 seu primeiro livro, mas é o primeiro de seus livros que leio. E que maravilhosa surpresal

Este € um livro de memdrias de um jovem dos seus primeiros anos da adolescéncia. Na verdade, séo
memorias simplesmente de uns meses de escola. Eles se passam a0 mesmo tempo em que a Guerrade
Angola esta chegando ao fim. Uma guerra que é vista do contexto da familia desse menino, darotina familiar
e das aventuras normais de quem esté freqlientando a escola. Ele e sua familia sdo membros solidos da classe
média angolana. E o que aprendemos é como esta classe média lidou com a guerra, assim como percebemos
suas esperangas para o futuro.

A histéria se desenvolve entre a chegada e a partida de suartia, que mora em Portugal e que passa diversas
semanas visitando afamiliaem Luanda. Esta visita dd a Ondjaki a oportunidade de descrever Luanda,
Angola e os habitos locais através dos olhos e das perguntas de uma viajante, uma pessoa de fora. Nosso
jovem herdi, no entanto fica constantemente surpreso quando compara as perguntas dela com as respostas
gue precisadar. Ele é pego de surpresa quando tenta explicar o que € avidareal em Luanda. Estatroca de
perguntas e respostas, muito bem tecidas no texto, sdo freglientemente muito engracadas e as vezes, até
mesmo, hilérias, porque podemos ver os dois pontos de vista, do estrangeiro e do local e aincompreensio
que respostas e perguntas geram.

Ondjaki demonstrou também maravilhosa habilidade de narragéo quando representa a conversa do nada dos
jovens adol escentes, que constantemente melhoram a realidade para ndo perderem a oportunidade de
contarem uma boa histéria. Apesar disso, Ondjaki € sucinto e consegue mostrar como em periodos de crise,
qualquer histéria pode ser crivel, e pode fazer pessoas reagirem com forca extrema. Tudo isso Ondjaki faz
com um tom leve e o didlogo coloquia bastante claro de um menino entrando na adolescéncia.

Este livro é de leitura répida. E pequeno, com apenas 146 paginas. Mas é um charme. Eu queriamais.
Gostaria de continuar sabendo do resto das histérias dessa familia. Esse livro tem todas as caracteristicas de
um livro que se tornara um cléassico daliteratura parajovens leitores, em qualquer lugar do mundo.

Para n6s brasileiros, ha a descoberta também de uma lingua deliciosamente rica. O portugués de Angola nos
presenteia com vocabul os diferentes e com uma musicalidade impar, que canta aos ouvidos dos leitores. H&
um glossério no final do livro, mas ndo precisel consulta-lo durante aleitura. Preferi deixar que as palavras
gue eu ndo conhecia estabel ecessem seu significado por conta propria.

Recomendo esse livro. E umalleitura agradavel e nos premia com muitainformagdo sobre Angola. V4, corra
paraler, ndo se arrependera.

24/03/2008



Estaresenha ja apareceu em inglés na Amazon e no Living in the postcard.

GeorgeK. says

MIKP? QUTORIOYPA@K? LUBIOT?PN A, N LOTOP?0 TOL OTID?0L Al AOPAUAT?LETAL OTA T?AN TNC
OEKOET?0C TOU '80 KAl OTIC APX?C TNC OEKOET?0C TOU '90 oTNV AYK?Ad, €V U200 EV?C OKANPO?
EUQPUA?0L TIOAZUOU. ZaV OVAW?0TEC TIHPAKOAOVOOUE TNV KABNUEPIV?TNTA MIAC TIP?0C TNV
ot AouATa, Ta OTD?0 TPOCTB0 A Vo {?200UV GOV KOVOVIK? KOt QUOIOAOYIK? TN &I 2, TP PAEG TIG
K7€ €200L0¢ AVTIEO?TNTEC. [TPKEITAL VIO Va VAIAP?POV KO EVKOA0DI ?BOCTO BIPBA?0, YpOUU VO
OTA? KOL XWP?C @rIaa?did, he av?Adepn Ol 200, TO OTID?0 TPOTP?PEL WPA 76 EIKVEC KAl Ol 2popa
ouvoiloB2uaTa, eVv? TP?AANAC KATA@?PVEL VO TEP?OEL KAL K?TOLO HNV2u0ta yia tn {w? atnv
AYK?AO TOL KOVTIVO? THPEABVTOC. EVIK? N OTU?20Q01p0 €A ELX?PLOTH, TP? TA 2roLd
OLO?PECTA UTIOPE? VO LUTI?PXOLV OTO TPUACK VIO TNE IOTOP?0E, EV? I 2XUTH €AVAL KA 1N VOOTOAY?X
yia v T diK 2/eenBik? nAik 2a.

Friederike Knabe says

Good Morning Comrades isthe delightful debut novel by Angolan author Ondjaki (pen-name for Ndalu de
Almeida). Published in 2001 in Portuguese and engagingly transated by Stephen Henighan (2008), it
launched Ondjaki's writing career that has brought him recognition and several international literary awards.
For this novel, which tells the coming of age story of Ndalu and his school friends, Ondjaki mined his own
memories of childhood and experiences while growing up in Luanda (the capital) during the conflicting and
difficult times of Angolds early years of independence.

Seeing the world through the eyes of a growing boy, daily life, however, is preoccupied with school, games,
friends and family. The parades, the power struggles between the regime and its opponents are noted but not
understood and have little bearing on the daily life of the children. Their naiveté protects them from getting
into trouble; they don't ask questions; the world isfine asit is. When, for example, Ndalu is chosen to make a
May Day speech on the radio and his own prepared text is replaced by another text for him to read, he
doesn't question this decision. Nor does he question the privileges of his own family in comparison to the
poverty of othersin hisclass. They are all together and support (as well astease) each other. He does
wonder, though, why his aunt, visiting from Portugal, does not know anything about ration cards and could,
at home, buy as much chocolate as she liked.

The school features prominently in the novel, in particular classes with the Cuban teachers. They are often
the subject of the children's discussions. Still, over time they develop areal affection for them — without
guestioning why they are there in the first place — and when they (like most other Cubans in the country at
the time) leave Angolathey are sad to see them leave. Their departure coincided with the year end of the last
school year. The young people will be scattered into different directions and, for the first time, Ndalu
experiences personal loss, sadness and insecurity about what the future will hold.

Good Morning Comrades isasimple, yet vividly told story. The reader easily connects with Ndalu and his
friends. Below the surface, Ondjaki touches on many issues that the young country and its people had to deal
with. Stephen Henighan's very informative Afterword is highly recommended reading as it places the novel
inits historical context and greatly contributes to a deeper understanding of its importance in the literary



treatment of Angolas early years as an independent country that was caught very much in the middle of the
Cold War and its competing international interests.

Ailyn Vidal says

¢Qué puedo decir? Es la pregunta que siempre me hago al escribir estas mini resefias que a nadie le
interesan. Quiza las hago mas parami, pararecordar como me senti o qué de importante tuvo €l libro. Me
Ilevo de este en particular conocimientos, pocos pero nuevos, sobre Angola. Me llevo un sentido de
patriotismo bello, un amor verdadero por tu pais que solo puede ser inculcado desde lainfancia. Y la
estupenda sensacién de unainfancia vivida de nuevo, esta vez en Luanda en |os afios noventas, alos doce
afnosy con muchos amigos revolucionarios. Gracias, camarada Ondjaki.

carpelibrorum :) says

Ha algum tempo que ndo me riatanto com um livro! Ap6s o amogo, esplanada nesta bela tarde de Verono,
ri abom rir, feita parva com a"camarada professora-foguete”, o "Bruce Lin", "vox vagen", "chékingue'... o
glossario no final deu um certo jeito no inicio, se bem gque ha muito cal@o que também existe por ca e outro
gue reconheco do Brasil. Lembra-me "Capitdes da Areid’, num outro tempo, outro continente, é certo, mas
mesma temética.

Ignorante como sou da histéria angolana, fiquei com imensa curiosidade de conhecer melhor e jame pus a
investigar. O autor € da mesma geracdo que eu, mas quéo diferentes as vivéncias! A prosa é poética, de uma
candura doce e perfumada que da para cheirar e comer. Adorei conhecer 0 abacateiro espreguicadeiro, o
Camarada Anténio "vinte minuto" e ler com sotaque angolano! Vou "matabichar" a cultura riquissima deste

pais com sumo de frutas tropicais de nomes estranhos :D

Stacia says

Simple & charming child’ s-eye view of lifein Angola during revolutionary changes & civil war in the
1990s.

The Afterword provides alot of good historical context about Angolds history, as well asthe various
changes that were going on in the 1990s. Even though the book is fiction, the author has said that it is semi-

autobiographical, based on his own childhood in 1990s Angola.

Recommended, especialy for those who enjoy books from around the world.

Ana Paula Alves says

Neste maravilhoso livro contado do ponto de vista de um mitdo, Ondjaki levou-me a recordar os belos anos
gue vivi em Angola. As brincadeiras, as girias, 0s colegas, os habitos, os gritos e as despedidas. Tudo isso
levou-me a um tempo que ndo volta mais, mas que gostaria mesmo que voltasse.



O livro é leve, engracado e profundo ao mesmo tempo. Eu sorria durante toda a leitura e desatei a chorar no
final. Muito bem escrito e com mensagens muito bonitas, “Bom dia, camaradas’ é umaleitura que vale cada
segundo!

Bjorn says

Out of the mouths of babes... Good Morning Comrades is set in Angolain the early 90s, among civil war and
supposed post-colonialism spearheaded by the liberating comrades from Cuba and the Soviet Union, with
roving gangs of bandits and political unrest. And all witnessed through the eyes of a 12-year-old boy who's
never known anything else and isjust as cheerfully proud of it all asyou'd expect of agood citizen.

I'm always a bit worried when | stumble upon a hovel written by a poet; there's always the risk of trying to
write like a poet, weighing the novel down with language. But like a good poet, Ondjaki knows the value of
language, how to tell a story simply, without the narrator realising just how many different layers there are to
his story, how much of history echoesin his language.




