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Kiley Jacoby Abrams, a twenty seven year old serious black man has the next several months cut out of him.
He's private, full of secrets, and running from a life of crime. If that's not enough, he's got more setbacks than
any one man can handle: an arrogant troublesome brother, a sneaky playa-hating friend, a friend who turns to
him for everything, and a woman who claims to have his back.
After moving from Los Angeles to St. Louis, Kiley soon realizes that trouble follows him anywhere he goes.
Fighting to stay on the right track, a secret from his horrifying past evolves and refuses to let him do so. And
when Kiley's paranoia and desire for women start to take effect, the outcome of his decisions could very well
be costly.
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From Reader Review How Can I Be Down? for online ebook

Kellee says

This book started off great!! And then, it went downhill really fast for me. I was initially impressed to read a
book by Brenda Hampton that dealt with drugs and thugs. I've read the entire Naughty series and know she's
a great writer. I could tell her writing has progressed a lot over the years after writing this book. It went
downhill when I started asking myself questions about a lot of things as to why the main character did some
of the things he did. Then the book just dragged on and on. It became way too long for me. I was annoyed. I
wouldn't recommend this book to anyone, but I would def recommend the Naughty series.

*****BELOW ARE SPOILER ALERTS*****

1. If Kiley was supposed to be described as such a private person, I didn't understand how he was telling
random chicks his personal business.

2. It was hard for me to believe that he would turn down sex with Candi so much with no real reason other
than he didn't want to be bothered. He never mentioned anything about not liking her aggressiveness and
actually found her extremely attractive so him turning it down all the time initially was unbelievable.

3. Why are 3/4 grown men who are supposed to have so much money living together?

4. I'm tired of hearing Jaylin's name mentioned in every book. It was only mentioned once but it in no way
tied into the Naughty series so why was he even mentioned.

5. For someone who is supposed to be running a drug business but pretty much at the top, there was NEVER
any mention of illegal dealings. If you are trying to describe him as a drug dealer, wouldn't this at least be
mentioned a couple of times?

Iona Sawyer says

 So much held back

Kiley seemed more like an individual who is wet behind the ears. The story had its moments when I was on
edge but overall it was Like a tv drama rated PG with so much held back. The last 3 chapters is what really
put funk into the story.

Cherise Fisher says

This book was awful. I really enjoy the writings of Brenda Hampton but this one did not make the list. The
story line just did not have substance and I thought the characters were corny.



Ilene says

This book was hilarious. Very entertaining novel.

Kierah Flowers says

"How Can I Be Down" by Brenda Hampton, it is a very interesting book and I like it. The main characters
are Kiley, Jada, Donovan, Kareem and Quincy. This book gives a good overview of real life situations and it
is very descriptive so it makes it seem realistic. Kiley and Jada are having relationship problems and
Donovan is one reason why. Kareem and Quincy live with all of them so basically they witness all this
drama but they have their own issues with each other.

Out of everyone in the book "How Can I Be Down" I think Kiley is my favorite. I like him the most because
he reminds me of myself a little, he is very observant of the people he surrounds himself with. Also he is a
helper he has a big heart, he let all of them stay in his home out of the kindness of his heart. He makes
mistakes he's human but through it all he still maintains his composure. I do feel like he observed everyone
so much except his own girl Jada!

If I could change something it would be how Jada found out Kiley had a baby. Kiley's child is 3 years old
and he's been with Jada for more than 3 years and never told her. I feel like he should of just told her from
the beginning its not like they were together when it happened, they were on a break. Throughout the book
Jada would wonder where Kiley was going on the weekends. Maybe that’s why she went and had sex with
Donovan.

Overall I think this book is amazing, it tells a good lesson about it doesn’t matter how long you’ve known a
person it doesn't mean they are down for you. In the ending Donovan ended up dying because Kiley killed
him for sleeping with his girl. There is lots of drama in "How Can I Be Down" but, I would encourage others
to read it, it's a big eye opener. I would recommend you pay attention really good because it can get
confusing. A person who might be interested in books with lots of drama and twists might want to read this
book.

Paulette Scott-Collins says

Great read

I enjoyed this book...very good plot and the characters were very different and intricate..they made the story
flow...great job on a wonderful story..

Cathy Warner says

My first time reading a Brenda Hampton book (in 2 days) and I must say I enjoyed it. It was a very easy



read. The story line was easy to follow and the characters were hilarious. Thugs with a sense of humor. Just
because you live the hard life on the outside doesn’t mean that you don’t have the same feelings as the rest of
us on the inside. Kiley Abrams, a street dude with a good heart. The sad thing is, when you share your
feelings and allow people close to your heart, you get caught up....Great Book! I’m staring on the next one
right now!

Angelia says

"How Can I Be Down?" is one that needs to be in your library. Kiley Abrams is 'the man' that has no shame
in his game. Be it in the bed, in the kitchen, on the wall..... he is definitely the man...... He is the ultimate
player, baller and shot caller and with that you will love him for his courage, his love and concern for all
around him, his business mind, but his love for women will be his ultimate down fall.....Don't know why he
couldn't see it but I guess the saying is true when it comes to which part some men think with even if they
have money, fame and fortune.....I know this is an old one but it was just released on the Kindle and if you
haven't read it please give it a try.....

Nicole Hughes says

The book was good but a little predictable. You had four grown men still acting like children in the drug
game, getting high, no responsibility, and running women. The guys just did not appear intellectual at all. No
one conducted any business but everyone had money. I knew the women they allowed in their lives would be
their downfall. I also knew Candi was shady, I just could not figure out if she was working for Donovan or
the police. All the women were of low standard and you could tell because none of them required or
expected anything from the men they were dating. Overall decent book but very predictable.

Tazzyt2bossye says

Honor Thy Father, Love Thy Brothers.......

Whew! Amazing! "How Can I Be Down?" is one that needs to be in your library. Ms. Hampton has put her
thang down with this one! Kiley Abrams is 'the man' that has no shame in his game. Be it in the bed, in the
kitchen, on the wall, down the hall, he is definitely 'bout it' 'bout it.' He is the ultimate player in that you will
love him for his courage, his love and concern for all around him, his business mind, and unequivocably HIS
Unique Finesse! He has no problem wearing all types of hats from being 'thy brother's keeper', continuing
'thy father's legacy', stepping up to being 'thy super dad' and lastly 'thy luscious, lustful lover man!' Ain't no
half stepping, no side stepping, nothing but doing that damn thang to the utmost! If you're smart, don't sleep,
get your copy today!

Belinda says

Brenda Hampton is the best. I just finished How Can I be Down and it was the bomb. The characters were
awesome. They had mad love for each other except Donovan, the snake. I fell bad for Quincy & Kiley.



These brothers had "mad love" for each other. If only Kiley had followed his first mind abt Candi. She was a
cop. The ending saddened me. Such a good book!!

Iona Sawyer says

Kiley seemed more like an individual who is wet behind the ears. The story had its moments when I was on
edge but overall it was Like a tv drama rated PG with so much held back. The last 3 chapters is what really
put funk into the story.

Kim says

This book was really a trip. The shenanigans of these guys really had my laughing quite a bit, and rooting for
them to keep their life and lifestyle going. Kiley seemed like he had it all together, and had things under
control, but women were ultimately his down fall. Kareem he was something else, I was sad to see him turn
out the way he did. Behind Kiley, Quincy was the most level headed of the group. The way he went out was
the wackness, but you couldn't help but be proud of him for taking one for the team. I have to say I saw the
outcome with Candi coming a mile away. As smart as Kiley was he was so stupid to have walked right into
that trap. This book really had it all, a good story line, hot sex scenes, and a great bond between the
characters. I can't wait to read the sequel.

Mel says

I've read other books by Brenda Hampton. I didn't dislike any of them.
I guess there's first time for everything. The premise is fine.
Kiley, his brother Kareem, brother (but not by blood) Quincy. Quincy is White. It's brought up quite a few
times. So it's worth a mention. Then there's Donovan.
Jada is Kylie's live girlfriend. All these people live together.
Kylie talks about his fathers death. How Donovan first moved out to St. Louis and the the rest followed.
They supposedly have a drug operation. But not one page mentions anything about it. Other than money in a
safe.
Jada breaks Kylie's wrist, gives him another injury that requires stitches. Along with telling the police about
said operation. But he still considers getting back together with her?
For someone that is "private" with his brothers... He spills incriminating info to a woman he barely knows?
A woman he got weird bad vibes from? OK.
He was using a pager?
This book lacked cohesion. It also didn't seem plausible sometimes. It was the same scenario over and over
again.



Wilki J says

Kiley has followed in his father's footsteps and become a leader in his on right within the drug game. As his
past endeavours have paid off, he along with his brother, Kareem and his boys live a life of leisure ..and
pleasure as they indulge in their female companions. But though all seems well, Kiley just can't seem to
shake his past. Eventually getting comfortable causes what he was looking over his shoulder for..to come
knocking on his door.

This was an enjoyable read. The characters were enganging as well as their interactions. The plot wasn't as
fast-paced; I felt more of Kiley's past in LA and his involvement in the drug game could have been included.
Most of the plot centered around one setting. I assume more will be revealed in part 2. Nonetheless I enjoyed
it.


