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This entertaining and endlessly surprising book takes us on an exploration into every aspect of Japanese
society from the most public to the most intimate. A series of meticul ous investigations gradually uncovers
the multi-faceted nature of a country and people who are even more extraordinary than they seem. Our
journey encompasses religion, ritual, martial arts, manners, eating, drinking, hot baths, geishas, family,
home, singing, wrestling, dancing, performing, clans, education, aspiration, sexes, generations, race, crime,
gangs, terror, war, kindness, cruelty, money, art, imperialism, emperor, countryside, city, politics,
government, law and a language that varies according to whom you are speaking. Clear-sighted, persistent,
affectionate, unsentimental and honest - Alan Macfarlane shows us Japan as it has never been seen before.
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Jana M says

Tahle kniha mohla byt skv24, ae neni. Podle m? si autor nevyty?il publikum ani Zanr. Nechapala jsem, zda
to psal pro laiky a nadSence do Japonska, nebo pro kolegy antrolopology. Tomu odpovidal i jazyk, kdy
n?ktera slova byla p~ilis odborng, na druhou stranu k vysoké odbornosti chyb?y zdroje a odkazy v textu a
dalsi podklady. NejvA§i slabinou knihy je vsak jeji chyb?jici struktura, pokud by kazda kapitola byla
rozpadnuta do vice podkapitol avice graficky rozd?eny, ?etlo by se mi v ni mnohem |épe. | p?esjgji labiny
jsem se vSak dozv?d?a spoustu zajimavosti 0 Japonsku a Japoncich.

Bernadette says

The historical references are quite interesting. But the author does not get Japan, despite all his studying and
trips here. Actually some parts were rather insightful.

Barbora Romanovska says

Idedlni kniha k rozjimani ve stinu strom?! Neot?ely a do Sirokého kontextu zasazeny pohled na japonskou
spole?nost ajeji kulturu - um?ni, ndboZenstvi, politiku, tradice, rodinu. Zase ve mne Japonsko svou jinakosti
vzbudilo touhu jg nav&tivit ablize jgj poznat.

L uciano Zor zetto says

This book isinteresting if you want to dig in the Japanese mindset beyond the public image of pachinko,
karaoke and sushi.

| liked it as a Japanese enthusiast on a binge of "Japan reading" before atrip. The chapters about Time and
|deas were really insightful.

However, it has several slow parts - namely, the beginning and the chapter about religion. | also had
somewhat unrealistic expectations and | was disappointed when it glossed over aspects of the society that |
wanted to know more about, but thisis no encyclopedia

Pet peeve: the recurring comparisons to Britain sounded a bit grating, with a faint whiff of "Britain may be
on the forefront of socia evolution”.

Jirka says

moc p7kn? zpracovaneé, vtipné, glosy z osobnich zaZitk? :) atenké ke 2teni, pokud to neodloZite jako ja a pak
nem?Zete m?sice najit :)



Myriadofsins says

Embarrassingly bad. It has all stuffiness of an airless university lecture (he never letsyou forget heisa
professor at Cambridge) and all the prejudices of a old white man's memoir. The author sets out from the
beginning that he has @) never lived in Japan, b) has only visited 6 times and c) his Japanese collaborators
didn't always agree with his conclusions. The book is badly organized and is clearly cobbled together from
his various talks and papers. His grasp of women'sissuesis particularly unsympathetic and uniformed. If you
want to learn about Japanese culture | heartily suggest trying a JSTOR search on specific topics and P. Sean
Brambl€'s excellent and succinct 'Culture Shock! Japan'.

Peachesxyz says

an eye opener..beautifully written and easily read, thisis one of the very few books on my shelf that will be
read again

Bryan Crossland says

Very interesting, well written and insightful. As a"japanophile" and reader of Japanese literature | found the
insights and research very intriguing and eye opening. Great read if you want to know more about Japanese
culture why it's not different, it just is.

Jarkko Laine says

This book offerslots of interesting ideas and thoughts about Japan, but lacks in the writing style which is
quite academic and thus uninspiring.

However, agood read for anyone interested in cultures and Japan in particular.

Filoména says

Japonsko za zrcadlem neni kniha, jez by si kladla naroky na zevrubné objasn?ni japonské kultury.
Macfarlane se pokusil z kazdé oblasti postihnout to zasadni, ale p?edevSim vSechny kousky nechat
propojené, coz je hlavni mySlenkou celého textu: Japonsko je zemi kontextu, souvislosti, propojenosti,
vzgemné zavidosti. Nic - a? uz Aov?k 2 kulturni prvek - nestoji samo o0 sob?, odst?Zzené od situace,
okolnosti, jednoduse od okoli. To se snaZil Macfarlane p?edevdim ukézat a domnivam se, Ze Usp?3n?.

Samoz?gim?, p?i takovémto p?istupu se nemohl vyhnout ur?itym, misty zna?nym, zjednoduSenim a
zobec?ovani, nijak za zlé mu to ale nemam. Jako antropolog byl ke ?tena? od za?atku up?imny, p?edest?el
svou vychozi pozici, popsal své p?edsudky a o?ekavani av pr2b?hu knihy je na pat?i?nych mistech op2



p?ipominal. Oce?uji to, mimo jinéi prav? pro tu kontextualnost, o niz pise ajiz maneustdle na z?etdli. Je
vskutku d?ezité v2d?2t, kdo promlouva, bez tohoto v2domi by m?o byt p?ijimani jakychkoli informaci
obez?etné.

Macfarlane je poctivy i v p7iznani, Ze navstivil Japonsko pouze n?kolikrat, nezné jazyk a podstatnou ?ast
podklad? pro svou knihu ziskal rozhovory se svymi dv?ma japonskymi p?ateli. | to je mi sympatické.
Nehrgje si nanic. Studoval, p?emy3del adebatoval poctiv? ape?iv? as otev?enou mysli i srdcem avysedek
je, myslim, vice nez dobry. Styl malehky av jinych komentd?ich vytykana akademickost mi na obtiz nijak
nebyla, a? repetitivni to misty vskutku je.

Japonsko je extrémn? kontextua ni zem? bez pot?eby vytva?et jasné hranice mezi protiklady. To je vnimani
sv?ta, které se na Zapad? nejspiS opravdu obtizn? vst?ebava, ale ke mn? prav? tahle skute?nost mluvi zna?n?.
Neni pot?ebasi vybrat, jestli ?ernou, nebo bilou, sladky, nebo slany, zimu, nebo 1éto. Prost? neni. Oboji.
Oboji zérove?. A davami to perfektni smysl. Jen je t?zké snazit se to vysvlit.

Mauk says

The books takes off a bit slow and sticks to a meditative or thoughtful tone throughout which might put some
people off but | didn't mind in the least. What | really liked about this book was particularly the humble,
thoughful approach Macfarlane takes. He analyses the contradictory aspects of the Japanese society and is
interested in knowing why the society iswhat it is. The book strikes me as well-referenced and a tad
academic, again something that | find no fault in but might put off some other readers who enjoy amore
fast-paced, dare | say populistic touch. Not perhaps the best book for someone who has just recently become
interested in Japan but a must read for anyone who really wants to understand the whys and hows of the
country. Serves equally well areader from the UK or any other country, in my view.

Terrance says

An average read that didn't manage to enlighten me on Japan in any way. Everything seemed to go in circles
and only touch on the surface of many issues with constant comparisons to Britain for some reason. Alan
Booth's travel books are afar better way for readers to acquaint themselves with this fascinating country.

Arend says

A book on Japan that left me knowing more about the author than about Japan.

The book iswritten as along series of small vignettes, organized into chapters ("Wealth", "ldeas’, etc.). |
liked the episodic feel (quite Japanese), the many rich references and quotes from those who have visited
Japan before (quite academic), and some of the interesting historical backgrounds to certain developmentsin
Japanese society (he shows his grounding as an historian here).

What made me want to throw this book against the wall was the lack of awareness, an absence of critical
engagement, and an overall attitude of "Japan is unknowable so let's throw my hands in the air and keep
writing." His descriptions of the Japanese language and its use are full of dilettantism (he doesn't speak



Japanese), showing how second-hand his knowledge is. His discussion of women in Japanese society is
apologist and sometimes appalling (his vignettes on comfort women). His analysis of bathing culturein
Japan is shallow, and shows his English roots all to clearly. In the end the book feelslike it is the expected
return for 15 years of boondoggle trips to Japan.

Don't bother.

Karri says

Very interesting book, could not stop reading it. Even if it seemslike he'strying to over-simplify / generalize
way too much.
But | learnt alot. Japan truly is even more unique than | first thought.

Daniel says

Thisisavery interesting book examining Japanese society. The author does have some great insights on the
country, but, as he points out early in the book, not many people will be able to fully understand the society
because of the contradictions. Macfarlane includes himself in this group of people, as an outsider, it would
be nearly impossible for him to "get" Japanese society when the uniqueness of it isimpressed upon its people
from avery early age. Even Japanese have a hard time explaining their society in certain ways. If someoneis
interested in Japan, this book is certainly worth aread, but it merely skims some of the nuances of Japan and
explainstheir possible origins. It certainly isn't abad book, it just takes awhile to fully get into what the
author is saying.




