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One of the premier novelists of the twentieth century, James A. Michener captures a frenzied time when sane
men and women risked their very lives in a forbidding Arctic land to win a dazzling and elusive prize:
Yukon gold. In 1897, gold fever sweeps the world. The promise of untold riches lures thousands of dreamers
from all walks of life on a perilous trek toward fortune, failure—or death. Journey is an immersive account
of the adventures of four English aristocrats and their Irish servant as they haul across cruel Canadian terrain
toward the Klondike gold fields. Vivid and sweeping, featuring Michener’s probing insights into the follies
and grandeur of the human spirit, this is the kind of novel only he could write.

BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from James A. Michener's Hawaii.
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“Michener brings sharply into focus the hardships encountered by those who dreamed of striking it
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From Reader Review Journey: A Novel for online ebook

Steve says

Solid little story about a five-man British expedition through Arctic Canada during the Klondike Gold Rush.
As always, the tragicomic antagonistic force at play here is sheer British hubris, the self-delusional notion
that five sturdy and healthy Englishmen are more fit to hunker down in Arctic Circle winter camps than the
Canadian and American frontiersmen already flocking to the Yukon. Michener's a very flexible and capable
writer, and it's amazing how much this thing feels like it was written in the 1890s rather than the 1980s, but
there's not a whole lot to the story beyond the titular Journey; the three chapters comprising the thing are
even called "Hope," "Courage," and "Desolation." You can't get more formulaic than that! Still, it works well
enough, particularly for any geography and history fans in the house.

Rohan Murray says

Journey - James Michener
A thoroughly enjoyable adventure story by James Michener ... that doesn't take 3 months to read! (In fact,
only 3 days) The story starts a little slowly but once the men are off on their trek, it really picks up. So
convincing was the tale and so ridiculous was the obsessiveness and near suicidal determination of the main
character that based on the saying that "truth is often stranger than fiction" I actually did a bit of research to
see if this might have been based on a true story (it of course isn't but feels very much like it could have
been). The novel left me with many questions that I would love the author to have answered during the
course of the story, particularly during their winters in the cabin- "what exactly did they eat every day?",
"how did they / did they wash?", "how did they collect water" but having these questions and pondering the
answers long after I had finished the book is not so much frustrating but usually the sign of a good novel. A
little bit of an anti climatic ending but overall, a really good read.

Larry says

What is it about these hardheaded, unqualified, unprepared, misguided adventurers??
In 1897 news of the Klondike River gold strike has reached England, and his lordship Evelyn Luton has
decided to get in on the rush. Luton turns out, is an enthusiastic but second rate explorer and a first rate snob.
Luton organizes a five man team including his nephew and his best friend. The nephew's buddy and an Irish
factotum or 'ghille' complete the fivesome. While still in London they study such maps that exist at the time
and give each other a bunch of pep talks. Luton’s intrepid team sails the Atlantic, then treks across vast
Canada to Edmonton by rail. And that’s where the real adventure and the hardships begin. They gather
supplies and a boat and advice, which Luton mostly ignores. Pushed by a healthy current they head north
down the Mackenzie River. Then disregarding the wisdom of experienced inhabitants, explorers and
mapmakers, Luton takes his team on the worst possible route. He comes across as an obnoxious stuffed shirt,
willing to put the lives of his team at risk, eventually causing the deaths of three of the men. He refuses to
take the preferred safer route because it would take him into American territory and he LOATHES America
with all its equality. He looks down his nose at virtually everyone he comes into contact with, even those
who come to his aid.



I do enjoy stories of people who take on challenges they have no business doing. This isn’t the best of them.

Susan says

This book, overall was a good read. I mark it somewhere between two and three stars but rounded up
because I generally did like it.

I was hoping that the story would be deeper than it was but Michener generally kept skimming the surface
rather than delving too much into the emotions and drama of the story. For me, one of the other main
drawbacks was that Michener wrote the Canadian landscape as someone who has read about it but not really
experienced it. The story could ultimately have been set anywhere with a cold climate; aside from place
names there was nothing really Canadian about it. Ah well, I suppose that is to be expected from an
American (rather than Canadian) author, eh?

That said, the story was a good read that I knocked off in a day or two, and which kept me well occupied on
my transit commutes.

Catherine says

It read exactly as what it was ... a single story pulled out from the longer novel Alaska and filled out into a
novela. Don't get attached to the male characters, because most of them are expendable, and only female
character is odd and hard to identify with. I was unclear why the male characters were so taken with her,
unless it was because of her long blond hair. I found the suicidal monomania of the English protagonist, who
insists on taking the worst possible way to the Alaskan Gold Rush, unbelievable, especially in light of many
the warnings he receives, although in real life no doubt such idiots did exist. However after finishing the
story, I was not surprised to see in an afterward that the character was really just an excuse for Michener to
write the story he wanted to write, which was about the journey along the Mackenzie River in Canada. So,
although I'm normally a Michener fan, I was slightly disappointed in this one, because I felt the story did not
justify the, ahem, journey.

Mark Hiser says

Lord Luton and his companions determine to reach the gold fields of the Yukon by only crossing Canadian
territory. Such is Luton's dislike of America that he ignores knowledge, common sense and advice as he
attempts to lead his team.

Michener did not quite pull off his attempt to explore the values of an English aristocrat so I just kept
thinking that Luton was "stupid."

Michener is not a "great" novelist, but usually I enoy his books. This on, however, never really engaged me



Tony says

I enjoyed it except for 2 unanswered questions.
1.Someone in the party purchased a bottle of ascorbic acid before leaving for Dawson. So why were they
digging for roots to cure scurvy?
2. It was asked of Irina how she got to Edmonton and she "avoided the question". I thought there would be
something interesting revealed later about how she got there but that was the end of it.

Joanna Mieso says

I've always enjoyed Michener's works, especially Hawaii and Ice Palace, so I was expecting another saga
spanning over a few generations in "Journey". I was a little disappointed to discover the time elapsed in this
work was just over 2 years and it was focused on one episode in the characters' lives.

Lord Luton and four companions set forth from England to mine gold in the Klondike - thus, the journey
referred to in the title.

The linear timeline does move along smoothly, and maybe I read too fast, but it seemed to me that on one
page we are in October 1897 and then three paragraphs later it is March 1898. hmmm. have to go back and
re-read that one.

************HERE FOLLOW SPOILERS**************

**********************************************

I've read various non-fiction adventure accounts such as Race to the Pole (Peary expedition), Into Thin Air
(Everest expedition), so I was very familiar with heart-breaking scenes of deadly cold, illness, hunger, etc.
and Journey contains plenty of like descriptions.

What was so shocking to me was that the expedition's leader, Lord Luton, chose to ignore advice from
experienced scouts and Indians regarding the route to reach their destination (Dawson, site of the gold
fields). He is a stereotypical English nobleman with the stuff upper lip, superciliousness and sense of nobless
oblige that dictate his way is the only way.

Those miners who'd been to the Klondike and back recommended overland passage via three different rivers,
whereas Lord Luton stubbornly insisted on a route crossing over the Rocky Mountains and thereby avoiding
entering US territory; Lord Luton's reasoning was that as Englishmen, his group must at all costs be loyal to
the Crown by traveling through Canada.

Luton is extremely intelligent and a keen adventurer who had led expeditions in Africa and India. He
planned this trip with the help of maps and pamphlets which described all the golds and riches to be found in
the Klondike. No sooner does he arrive in Edmonton, Canada when he discovers the pamphlets are semi-
fictionalized accounts by two men who'd never seen the gold fields. Luton has the sense to re-organize his
strategy and at first all goes well. While in Edmonton the team meets others who are in search of their



fortunes, among them, a woman with her husband and his family. They are from North Dakota but originally
from Estonia.

They discuss with Luton how they will travel and of course Luton outlines his plan with which they
respectfully disagree - both parties eventually depart Edmonton for their great adventure.

Luton has calculated that the team will traverse x number of miles until they will need to make camp for the
winter- they will then spend the winter in a cabin they'd build themselves, exercise, read fine literature to
each other, and in short, keep themselves healthy and fit in both mind and body. Food and supplies are
plentiful and all team members are careful to follow all of Luton's instructions.

Prior to setting up camp they are astonished to come upon the North Dakota woman who is now alone - her
family perished in the river and Luton tells her she must go back to Edmonton. The team will transport her
downriver to the first steamer back. During the night Luton has thoughts of tossing the woman overboard so
that they can continue their journey and not have to backtrack to the steamer. They do, however, escort the
woman until they reach the first steamship heading for Edmonton.

When spring arrives and the expedition sets off to continue their journey via the passage which so many had
discouraged, various troubles commence, beginning with the drowning death of Lord Luton's nephew,
Philip.

Philip perished after falling overboard into dangerous rapids; he sank to the bottom within minutes wearing
the rubber boots which he'd been strongly advised not to wear. The boots filled immediately with water, the
weight of which sent him to his death.

Luton now is more than ever pressured to reach Dawson before the winter sets in - due to the passage they're
following, winter comes sooner than the previous year and they are forced to camp for yet another winter.

Here is where the hardships, illness and death rear their ugly heads - Luton has the team build another cabin,
but their supplies have dwindled. He had insisted on traveling light so as not to be burdened with heavy
weight.

Of the three remaining team members, one contracts scurvy and grows weaker and sicker daily. One day he
tells Luton he will go out to exercise - instead, he limps off into sub-zero temperatures, stripping his clothes
off as he heads into the fields where he suspends himself from the nearest tree. Luton later discovers that he
has committed suicide by freezing to death.

Another expedition member dies of scurvy and now it is up to Luton and the only remaining man, his man-
servant O'Fogarty who will continue on this journey. Several chapters detail worsening conditions, illness,
battling mosquitos, the elements and worse.

The two men finally reach Dawson with the help of an Indian tribe - again they are astonished to see the
North Dakota woman who is now thriving running a restaurant with her new husband.

Luton asks her how long it took her to reach Dawson - it has been well over a year since they left her to go
back to Edmonton.

She replies that she did return to Edmonton where she met her second husband. They came to Dawson and



succeeded finding gold which they used to start a restaurant.

Luton is incredulous as he realizes she talks so easily of reachign Dawson - when he asks her how long it
took her to get from Edmonton to Dawson, she replies it was approximately 10 weeks.

Luton is thoroughly shook up and horrified - it took over 100 weeks for his team to reach that same
destination, all due to Luton's stubborness and insistence at traveling a different and more difficult route.

For the first time in this novel, Luton breaks down weeping, realizing he has been responsible for the death
of three men due to his actions.

The final irony is that before setting off for the gold fields, Lord Luton receives a mail packet informing him
of his elder brother's death, so that Lord Luton is now the Marquess of Deal and must set forth immediately
to England to claim his castle and rightful title.

He is preparing to leave for England without even visiting the gold fields and is somewhat astonished that
O'Fogarty prefers to remain in the Yukon as a free man and begin a new life.

There's somewhat of an epilogue which describes Luton as a valued advisor to Lloyd George during the
Great War, but there is no mention of a wife or family - sad ending for a promising man.

Brook says

What an amazing story about the Yukon and one man's blind stubborness to reach it without crossing over
American territory. Well written. I could hardly put it down.

Betty says

A very interesting read!

Sean says

Journey is a rare short novel from James Michenere, telling the story of an English Lord who travels with



four other men in 1897 to the site of the Alaska goldrush in Dawson. What makes the man quirky and the
trip very dangerous is that he insists on taking a route that keeps him entirely within Canada until the last
possible leg of the journey. His distaste of all things American causes him to avoid a sensible route and
instead insist on crossing a high mountain range. The result is a journey that required staying in the
wilderness for two winters and the deaths of three of the five men.

As usual, Michener's writing style is such that you're convinced that these are real historical people. What's
more, you catch yourself wondering how Michener got a hold of the men's exact conversations and deeds.
But as usual, the characters in this story are not based on real men, but just incredibly well fleshed out.

I only realized while reading the appendix that this story was originally part of the novel "Alaska", but cut
out as part of the attempt to cut "Alaska" down to something under 1,000 pages. Michener was attached
enough to the characters in the "Journey" story, however, that he released the story as a separate short novel.

If you're a fan of Michener, "Journey" is not to be missed.

Marlene says

After reading Mexico, I decided that Michener was not for me; however, this one was handed down to me
with the comment that it was better than Mexico. So, I read it. As seems to be his style, he wanders off and
writes a lot of stuff that really does nothing for the story, in my view. As with Mexico, I found sections that I
enjoyed, but then skimmed through a lot in order to find another. I know that Michener is a popular author,
but not my cup of tea. Hopefully I have learned.

Barry says

In typical Mr. Michener fashion, this is a well-told story that is engaging and interesting. Because of the
research he does, his stories are in-depth and an interesting way to learn about history. This book is no
exception.

The only reason I knocked a star off of my rating is for an anticlimactic ending. The story ends on a rather
unsatisfying note, and then Mr. Michener tacks on some poetry with a weak explanation for its inclusion. A
couple of poems at the end would have been fine, but 10 or 15 pages is excessive.

A final afterword by Mr. Michener is a chapter-length description about the research, writing, and motivation
behind this book. It is interesting to see the inner workings of a book taking shape and getting published, but
it felt out of place and like a cheap tack-on to add pages (as did the excerpt from his next book to be
published). Journey would have concluded far better had Mr. Michener stopped before the poetry and had
the publishers settled for a sub-300 page offering.

Despite the ending, the story is good and worth reading for the plot and character development alone. Add in
the healthy dose of history learned and this is a fine book - one that would have been better without all the
extras, but fine nevertheless.



Jerome Peterson says

Incredible read filled with suspenseful adventure.

Jeanne Daly says

I've enjoyed many of Michener's books over the years but this one is the least engaging of any that I've
read so far... It almost feels like he wrote it as an afterthought and didn't enjoy writing it as much as his other
novels. Never the less it's interesting to read about this time period of the discovery of gold and what people
might have gone through to find it. In my opinion this is not one of Michener's best but still a great novel.


