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Storie Bell has a little secret—she’s a witch. But magic hasn’t exactly kept her life from being a complete
mess—her love life is non-existent and the town thinks she’s a total nutter. Plus there’s her neighbor Reid
Malone who runs hot one minute and cold the next.

Reid Malone can’t wait to escape Bloomington, Texas. Unfortunately, he’s stuck where he is unless he helps
his father hide a very illegal secret. The only key to Reid’s freedom lies with the eccentric Storie…and he’ll
do whatever it takes to get the information he needs from her.

But Reid’s holding something back. Something big. And if he’s not careful, he’ll find out exactly what
happens when you try to deceive a witch…
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From Reader Review Deceiving the Witch Next Door for online
ebook

Feminista says

Rating: 2 out of 5.

A quick read about a modern day witch.

Unfortunately, I didn't find the novel too engaging. I found the characters a bit banal.

The plot was okay with a little bit of suspense.

ARC Courtesy of NetGalley and Entangled Publishing

Jacob Proffitt says

I know, really stupid title, right? The book wasn't a lot better, though it managed to hold my interest to the
end. The motivations of the characters are a complete mess, though when it comes right down to it I ended
up liking them.

Reid's father is a manipulative jerk, and his (the father's) dream of leaving a legacy from his longstanding
moonshine business is ludicrous at best. Why Reid should feel compelled to enable this nonsense is
completely unreasonable for a guy who is supposedly mostly rational. And why Reid would both hide his
search for the missing ingredient (don't get me started) from Storie, and do so in such a completely ham-
fisted way, is even worse. He's supposed to be smart but he shows all the brains and forethought of a turnip.
A soul-patch-wearing turnip. Update for Melissa Ramirez: soul patches make even hot guys look silly.
Maybe my age is showing, here, but a soul patch just looks like a frustrated beard prevented from achieving
its true potential.

All that's bad enough, but Storie's motivations aren't any better. I kept waiting for her to realize that her own
father was an emotionally manipulative jerk for saddling her with trust issues that affect even her closest
relationship (with Harper, the best friend that she can't tell about her witch powers because... well just
because). It gets worse when Storie's mother shows up and tells her a bunch of crap that could be important
and might constitute an emergency that she needs Storie's help with, but how Storie swallows such blatant
weirdness from a woman she's never met before makes even less sense than Reid enabling his father’s
delusions.

The thing is that the writing is good and Storie's situation is interesting—even if her name is kind of stupid. I
liked her and wanted her to make this completely unreasonable bookstore of hers work. I know, I'm a sucker
for a cool bookstore. While the characters should only rate two stars, I'm going to bump it up to three in
acknowledgement that I liked it despite its non-trivial flaws. If Ramirez can get a handle on character
motivations that make actual sense to real people, she'd be quite good.

A note about Steamy: Only one actual explicit sex scene, but enough explicit foreplay to qualify as two or
three more.



All Things Urban Fantasy says

Review courtesy of All Things Urban Fantasy

DECEIVING THE WITCH NEXT DOOR is a wonderfully light, entertaining, and fun paranormal romance.
The pacing was quick and the story kept me engrossed enough that I was actually shocked when I came close
to the end. I enjoyed the very accurate depiction of a small town where the gossip mill runs rampant and fast.
The characters in DECEIVING THE WITCH NEXT DOOR are all stereotypical small town people (pretty
well developed considering the length of the book) with their own unique, quirky personalities.

Storie Bell is a very likable and fun character (I’m in love with her Storiebook Cafe based on the description
of the interior). I also loved all of the creative little ways she uses her powers to set up her cafe and during
her spats with Reid Malone. Reid is a wonderfully charming and conflicted hero. He attempts to play the
antagonist yet fails miserably at his role which makes him all the more charming as he tries so hard to
redeem himself in a number of touching ways.

I loved the conclusion of DECEIVING THE WITCH NEXT DOOR and since it introduces a whole new cast
of characters and interesting dilemmas for Storie and Reid I hope this is the beginning of a new series.

Sexual content: gentle fondling, one sex scene.

Tee loves Kyle Jacobson says

Entangled has done it again! I just love to read their books because I always know I am going to get a
vacation of a life time. With DTWND it was no different. Melissa put together a cast of characters that made
me laugh out loud so much my children thought I was cracking up.

Storie Bell lord have mercy where to start with her. She has a secret that she keeps close to her heart.She is a
witch and she tries to never use her powers or show them to anyone. As it is the town folks think she is crazy
as hell so they stay away from her and make her feel like a leper. Then her father passes away and leaves her
a gas station and she decides to turn it into a cafe. But Storie being Storie knows there is trouble brewing
because she can feel it. The trouble we find out is the Hot cowboy next door Reid Malone. He and Storie
almost shared a night together and she has stayed away from him ever since. So when Reid comes back and
peruses her like no ones business she is very suspicious of him.

Reid Malone all he wants to do is leave Texas and never come back. He wants to start a new life where he
can live like he wants. But he has obligations to take care of his father and when his father asks him for a
huge favor he is torn between doing that favor and the person his father wants him to deceive. Reid knows
you don't mess with Storie Bell and live to tell it. What is Reid to do in this situation? Follow what his father
tells him to do or follow his heart? In the end what he is left thinking is is it worth it to deceive a witch or
deceive a heart?

This is such a fun read that will make you laugh and swoon over Reid. Meet some great secondary characters
like Harper and Reid's father. Melissa you have rocked it with DAWND!



Cristina Buzoianu says

Posted on my blog, http://bibliophilemystery.blogspot.com/

My thoughts: Did I ever tell you how much I like southern stories? No? Silly me… How could I not mention
that?
Well, I LOVE southern stories. They are all so out of this world in a non supernatural kind of way…or more
like out of time… There’s something sweet and kind in them that makes me dream of beautiful dresses and a
long forgotten chivalry. The southern chivalry. I always enjoy a book like this. Add in the fact that this book
is about magic, and you’ll know why I enjoyed it so much.

Storie Bell is a sweetheart, a real southern girl…but she has a little secret: she’s a witch. This hidden part of
her life has brought a lot of trouble in the past because, well, she can’t actually keep it that hidden. Strange
things always happen around her and all her neighbors think she’s crazy. That’s why she kept moving a lot.
But now she has some amazing friends and she’s determined to settle down in his father’s old house in
Bloomington, start over, have the life that she always wanted. That also means to keep her magic under
control, a thing she can’t actually do. Her magic is tricky: it escapes if it’s suppressed too much, but if she
uses it, it drains her. And there’s also Reid Malone, a bad but oh! so sweet memory from her youth. He keeps
interfering in her business making things even worse.

"she didn’t trust a Malone any farther than she could throw him.

Well, given that she had her witchcraft and could hurl him halfway across town, she revised her sentiment."

Reid’s always wanted to escape the little town of Bloomington. He has a great career in a big city and all he
needs to do is help his father to be happy, find his peace, and he’s done here for good. The only problem if
that the key to his father’s happiness hides somewhere in Storie’s new home. Storie…the only good memory
he has in this boring little town… He has to enter her home and find what he needs to get his freedom, even
if that means breaking her heart in the process.

"Deceiving Storie might not be honorable, but it was fun. And truthfully, he was trying to protect her and
Harper. Probable deniability. What they didn’t know couldn’t hurt them."

One thing I liked about Reid, besides his looks, is the fact that he tries, he really tries to be ruthless, but he
fails miserably. He’s a good man, a real southern character, and can’t hide it. I also enjoyed the chemistry
between him and Storie. I’d love to find out more about them in a future book.

Misa Ramirez builds a nice plot, full of romance and spiced with mystery, magic and fun. I recommend this
book to those who enjoy a light, sweet summer read.

“I thought you were drowning.”
“I wasn’t.”
“Next time you’re not drowning,” he said with a low growl, “I’ll just leave you to it.”

Happy Reading!



Shelly Bell says

The author has a unique gift of creating beautiful imagery with words: “This time when she rose from the
water, she was like a phoenix, all fire and glory against the backdrop of orange, yellow, and red streaking the
horizon.” From that sentence alone, I understood how Reid saw Storie. Likewise, the scenery came to life for
me. Plus, right from the beginning I heard all the characters speaking with a bit of a Texas twang. I’m not
sure how the author accomplished it, but together, it pulled me into the story. Those looking for a love story
with paranormal elements will enjoy this book.

Ellen says

This is my first book by Melissa Bourbon Ramirez and it will be my last. I'm sorry to anyone who likes her
books because a) she didn't even phone this one in or b) brain damage is a sad sad thing.

Vashti says

Storie Bell is a witch.Reid Malone is the man she shared a passionate afternoon with eight years ago and the
next day ,she left town.
They each return to their small Southern Texas town eight years later,each with an agenda.Storie,to open a
cafe/bookstore.Reid to find the missing ingredient in his father's moonshine,this could make them
millionaires. The problem is that the missing ingredient is located somewhere in Storie's building.Reid bribes
the contractor and offers his assistance to do the work on the cafe that needs to be done so he has a legit
reason to be in the cafe to search for the missing secret ingredient.The search begins.
This was a nice fantasy read,light on the magic ,with an unexpected twist 3/4 of the way thru that I did not
see comming.I enjoyed the secondary characters of Storie's BFF and her two adorable kids.There is a
simmering, sexual chemistry between the mc's that flowed nicely.I found it a bit funny that the townspeople
were so leary about Storie cause anything weird happens,they all look to her.
A pleasant read.

Sarah says

Storie is a witch but her magic has brought her nothing but trouble, the whole town is wary of her but she is
determined to prove to everyone that she is just a normal woman. All she wants is the chance to settle down
somewhere and live a normal life and opening the Storiebook Cafe with her best friend is her chance to do
just that. She wasn't banking on working next door to Reid though, her childhood crush that she hasn't seen
since eight years ago but who has had a starring role in her fantasies since they made out the night before she
left town. Reid was always desperate to leave Bloomington so when Storie returned she was expecting him
to be long gone. Reid has been stuck in town helping to care for his sick father and has been roped into
helping the old man achieve a life long dream before he dies. Unfortunately Reid needs to get hold of
something that was hidden in Storie's new cafe but will helping his father lose him the woman who has
haunted his dreams for as long as he can remember?



I really enjoyed Deceiving the Witch Next Door and although the story has a HEA I'm really hoping that it is
going to be the first book in a series. There was definitely potential for supporting characters like Storie's
best friend Harper to get their own book. I'd also be interested in learning more about people who cropped up
from Storie's past. Even if this isn't the start of a series I'll be keeping an eye out for more from Melissa
Bourbon Ramirez in the future and I would recommend this to anyone who is looking for a fun and light
paranormal romance.

I really liked the way Storie was so determined to fulfil her dreams, she has always wanted a place to call
home and is doing her best to make it happen. Her father always warned her that a relationship between a
witch and a human man would never work so Storie has created her own alternative family with her best
friend Harper and her two daughters. She loves Harper like a sister and thinks of her children has nieces and
I really enjoyed the close relationship between them all. The girls were just adorable and added a nice extra
to the story. After being abandoned by her mother as a baby Storie has never had anyone to help her learn
how to use her magic, she has had to guess at things as she went along and this has caused problems when
she nearly ended up giving herself away. Strange things often happen around her and that is why the people
in town are so suspicious of her but Storie has never tried to use her magic to cause trouble. Opening the
Storiebook Cafe - a bookshop come coffee shop that sounds like the kind of place I would love to spend time
in - has been her dream for a long time and she is thrilled that it is finally happening but being around Reid
and the sudden re-appearance of her mother might just knock her off track.

I did find myself irritated with Reid because of the way he was so dishonest with Storie, I felt that if he had
just opened up and explained what he was looking for and why then she would probably have helped him
and things would have been a lot easier between them. I guess that would have meant there wasn't much of a
story though. They did have great chemistry and I enjoyed their banter and the constant arguments that were
often followed by hot make out sessions! Reid has always been determined that small town life isn't what he
wants but that is more down to the way his mother raised him than because he is actually unhappy living in
Bloomington. When he realised that Storie was all he'd ever wanted he worked hard to prove he was worthy
of her and I liked the way he accepted her so easily even after he found out that she was a witch. The fact
that he was prepared to stand up for her when she needed him most was what won me over completely.

Deceiving the Witch Next Door was an enjoyable read and one I'm happy to recommend.

Melissa Maxwell says

I really loved the book and hope it is a series where the siblings each get there match while defeating the
mother. The book was well written and the story was captivate but it often left you hot and cold. I loved
Storie and Reid and the fact that they both want the other early on but deny their feelings. The ending was
open ended leading to the possibility of more. I actually hope there is more and those you don't have to wait
as long to see the couple get together.

Dolce Amore says

Reviewed for Booked Up

To See Review at Booked Up



Eight years ago, Reid Malone saw Storie Bell the night before she left Bloomington, Texas and realized how
beautiful she was. The descriptions are almost magical. It’s almost like we can see the storm; watch Storie
enter the lake; see Reid’s panic at the thought that she might be drowning

“I thought you were drowning.”
“I wasn’t.”
“Next time you’re not drowning,” he said with a low growl, “I’ll just leave you to it.”

And they almost make love after the attended rescue

Now, Storie is back to run the dilapidated old gas station her father left her. The same old gas station Jiggs
Malone wants badly. Storie is not going to sell it to Malone; she knows there was bad blood between Jiggs
and her father.

Storie was an outsider to her own life. The folks avoided her because of her powers. She left town because
she couldn’t control them, but now she is back and wants to make her dreams real. Of course, using just a
little magic because she wants to be accepted. And she is transforming the family gas station into a bookstore
and coffee shop, The Storiebook Café.

The Storiebook Café, with the tagline, Where happy endings begin … Mixed and matched pots would
overflow with multicolored flowers. And inside? Coffee. Tea. The best food this side of the Brazos River. All
with the added bonus of books.

The only friends she has are Harper and her girls. And they don’t know about her being a witch.

Wow!!! The story is so captivating that I keep forgetting to add info to the review. It’s like watching your
favorite series and you can hardly tear your eyes from the screen.

Reid loves his father and understands that he wants to leave something behind after his death, and Jigs wants
to leave the Apple Pie Moonshine, an illicit distilled liquor, in a deal he made with the Gemstone Spirits
Company. However, there is a missing ingredient and Reid must find it before the company comes back
requesting the recipe for Apple Pie Moonshine. Storie’s father gave Jigs the ingredient, but after his death
there was nobody to ask where it had been hidden.

Harper’s daughters are delightful; here is a remark about Piper, a solid nine going on forty-five year-old girl,
concerning the old gas station and the café while Storie and Harper finish the renovations:

“It’s worse than the old junkyard near Daddy’s work,” she said in all her little-girl wisdom. “Have you and
Mama lost your everlovin’ minds?”

Reid lures her contractor, Buddy, to leave the renovations undone because she doesn’t want to sell.

Deceiving Storie might not be honorable, but it was fun. And truthfully, he was trying to protect her and
Harper. Probable deniability. What they didn’t know couldn’t hurt them. Or get them tossed in prison.

He takes Buddy’s place to supposedly help her finishing the renovations while he continues his search. What
a devious and clever man, although the missing ingredient isn’t all he wants. He also wants to finish what
started between him and Storie eight years ago … Reid only knew that the secret ingredient was an oil and
he was becoming desperate as he could not find it.



 Without it, Jiggs’s moonshine was nothing special, but with it, the stuff was a gold mine.

When they move a bookshelf they find a secret door which leads to where Reid’s father was doing the
moonshine.

Bit by bit, Storie’s magic is fading away and her mother, the woman who gave her birth, comes and tells her
that Storie has a brother and a sister and that they need her in the magical realm. When Storie agrees to cross
to the magical realm, her mother leaves, intent to return when the moon is full.

And then, poof!, she melted into thin air, leaving Storie to pick up the pieces of the life her mother had just
torn apart.

But then, her mother is not like Storie thought she would be. She also meets her sister and discovers that
what her father told her once is real: the power changes people. Her mother turned black and Storie and
Astrid have to defeat her. Yet, she has another ally in Reid. He is not going to stand by and let the woman he
loves get hurt.

Storie is a good woman who just happens to have magical powers. Her mother left her many years ago and
she was raised by her father who always told her not to have a relation with an ordinary human. An outcast
all her life because her powers were a bit out of control, she was avoided. In that, we have the perfect
transformation as her feelings for Reid are getting stronger. However, with her powers fading and her mother
asking for help, she is easily manipulated. Although she might seem weak, she is not. She fights for her
future with Reid.

Reid is a good man, attractive and rich. He does what he does because he loves his father. But after seeing
Storie, he falls for her. His reasons for getting close to her are paling in view of his feelings for her. He
knows she is different, but only understands how much in the night he fights for her and their future. He
understands that his home is with her.

I loved it, as I did all the wonderful characters of this book; of course, all except the evil witch who wants to
get the power from her own children.

5 Stars, I totally loved the story.

Tracy says

Too Many Negatives for Me
Eight years after leaving Bloomington, Texas in the dust, Storie Bell is back to make her mark in the only
home she ever knew. She had to, she had nowhere else to go. Okay, so finding out that Reid Malone was also
back in town was not the best news she'd ever heard. Not when the last time he saw her he almost caught her
using her magic, and not when the memory of that long-ago night, and the incendiary moment they shared,
still had the power to leave her breathless.

So she'd avoid him. That shouldn't be too hard to do, even in a town as small as Bloomington.

Reid may be stuck in his podunk hometown for now, but as soon as he helps his father find the secret
ingredient to his moonshine recipe, he'll be long gone. Sure, having Storie back in town is a heady



distraction, and her renovation of the old gas station next to his father's bar is putting a serious crimp in his
search for that special oil her father used to give to his old man, but he's not going to let that get in his way.
Memories of the night they shared eight years ago would just have to take a back seat to his father's
ambitions.

He just had to find a way to worm his way into her life, and really, that shouldn't be too hard to do in a town
as small as Bloomington.

~*~

I had so many problems with this book, I'm not really sure where to start. It started well enough. The
flashback from eight years ago provided a strong beginning. Unfortunately it was all downhill from there.
There wasn't much in the way of world-building, the characters were two dimensional, the plot was very
limited, the narrative was repetitive, and the relationship between the two main characters never evolved
beyond rampant lust.

The building blocks were there. I liked the brief look of eight-years-ago Reid, and I liked Storie pretty well
throughout most of the book. Current-timeline Reid, however, was fairly reprehensible. Not only was he
actively deceiving Storie so he could steal from her for his equally reprehensible father, the justification of
his actions left me cold. This is a rich, self-made man who couldn't figure out a better way to help his crook
of a father? Really? He had to take advantage of a perfectly sweet woman just trying to set up a life for
herself? And he's supposed to be the hero of the book. Sorry, no.

Their relationship, such as it was, was acrimonious, so this may appeal to enemies-to-lovers fans, but for this
theme to work for me, there has to be a better evolution of the characters as the story progresses and a better
foundation for that evolution. All Storie and Reid had was that oft-mentioned night eight years ago. And I
got sick of hearing about it. I can't even tell you how many times it was brought up in the story. Every time
they so much as thought of each other, they would refer back to that night. Between that and how often
Storie reminded herself that witches can't be with mortal men, the narrative seemed painfully repetitive.

And while it was easy to believe the lust they felt for each other, though the significance of that lust after
eight years was a bit of a stretch, nothing in the plot at any point in the story indicated any greater depth or
complexity of emotion. There just wasn't room for it to develop, no matter what readers are told. But just
saying it's so doesn't make it so.

There was also a plot twist that came out of nowhere late in the book and further hampered my enjoyment of
the read. The twist struck me as heavy-handed and emotionally manipulative, and instead of garnering
sympathy for Storie, I ended up questioning her ridiculous decision-making. I could no longer justify caring
for a character who would leave her best friend - her only friend in the whole world - completely in the lurch
with nothing more than a hastily-written letter because of some inexplicable sense of responsibility to people
she's never met.

Family of the heart deserves better. Her best friend and that friend's two little girls deserved better. As a
reader, I felt I deserved better from a heroine of a story. And that's above and beyond how painfully
contrived the whole situation seemed to be.

I was also left wondering if I was supposed to take that sweeping romantic conclusion seriously. Up until the
end, the story had been consistent about the toll Storie's magic took on her, enforcing and reinforcing the fact
that it was failing, that even the smallest spell drained her to the point of needing a nap. And then, after



wielding some hefty mojo in the climax of the conflict, she's not only still conscious, she's able to toss
around a few get-naked-now spells as she gets busy with Reid without so much as a yawn for her efforts.
That inconsistency on top of the sudden declaration of previously unsupported everlasting love just put the
final nail in this book's coffin.

It's a fast read, and there were elements of the story that had appeal. Storie's friend was a solid secondary
character and her two daughters were precious and precocious. I even liked the idea of Storie's bookshop
cafe and could have embraced the otherworldly elements if they had more definition or explanation. In the
end, though, there were just too many negatives for me, and the two biggest were Reid and Storie. That's two
pretty insurmountable obstacles.

Disclosure: An ARC of this book was provided to me by Covet publisher Entangled Publishing, LLC via
NetGalley. This rating, review, and all included thoughts and comments are my own.
~*~*~*~
Reviewed for One Good Book Deserves Another.

Amanda says

This is a quaint story about Storie who is a hereditary witch that has no idea how to control her powers very
well. Because of this she tends to lose control and have to move on to a different city or state. She has longed
to have a home of her own, put down roots and stop running. When her father wills her an old filling station
she and her best friend Harper know this is the chance they are looking for, together her and Harper work to
start up Storiebook Café. A couple of weeks before the grand opening everything starts falling apart.

Storie is feisty and strong willed. All of her life she has had to hide who she is so she’s good at keeping it
together, until Reid Malone walks back into her life. She can handle just about anything but him. Eight years
ago they had one night, one night where things almost went too far and the night has haunted Storie ever
since. So, when she finds out he is back in town too she knows she is in trouble. Despite her overwhelming
attraction to Reid, I have to say she keeps her heard about her pretty well. She does a great job of keeping
him at a distance. She knew Reid was up to something, but didn’t know what. So she kept him a a distance as
much as she could throughout most of the story. Although, I was cheering for her to just go with it! I mean
how often do you have a hot cowboy trying o seduce you? I’d have thrown caution to the wind! Storie was
also so very lonely, she had Harper and the kids, but other than that she was basically alone and afraid to
make any connections, so when she is offered more, she is torn with staying or going. I think Ms. Ramirez
did a great job is making us feel Stories loneness and longing for more. Stories magic was also an interesting
part of Storie, she’s had it her whole life, but was never trained in it so she just kind of makes it work as she
goes. I love all the little uses of power and that she calls on thunder and lightning when upset. I’d have to say
I enjoyed Storie as a character and LOVE her name! I’d totally name a kid or pet Storie!

Reid, was kind of one dimensional. I don’t really feel like I got to know him all that well, despite that we do
get his POV from time to time. I get that he wants to leave Bloomington and that he wants to help his dad,
but other than his intense attraction to Storie we don’t know much else about him. I do know that he did fill
his role as incredibly sexy cowboy next door and once he started piling on the charm I’m not sure how Storie
resisted because he was muy caliente!

Overall, this was a fun, cute, sassy story with TONs of sexual tension. There was a great build up to the end;
however, the story did drag a bit in the middle, but as this is a short book about 100 pages the drag didn’t last



long. I enjoyed the main characters and the side characters and would like to see where this book takes us.
I’m pretty sure this will end up a trilogy so we will see more of these characters in the future. I would have
liked to have seen Reid a bit more developed and learned more about the town since it was such a central
theme in this book. Small towns can be quirky and can take on a life of their own, especially when it is a
Texas small town!

Rating:
4

Rhianna says

An Instant Category Romance Classic

Reid Malone wants nothing more than to get out of Bloomington, Texas and never look back. But he's a
good son, trying to right by his aging father—even if that means hiding his dad's highly illegal secret. If he
could just get the last piece of the puzzle holding him in Bloomington he could light out for the big city
without a care in the world. The trouble is, the one girl he's dreamed about since their almost-encounter years
ago—the eccentric flame-maned Storie Bell—is getting in the way of his finding it.

When she left Bloomington, Storie didn't expect to come back but building a bookshop/cafe with her best
friend in the old service station her father left her is good enough for her. Until Reid pops back up in her
world and the magic she's always struggled with working starts becoming more troublesome. She doesn't
trust Reid but she can't seem to cool off the electric connection that started before she left. Are his seemingly
equal lusty leanings genuine or is Reid hiding something sinister? Storie's going to figure it out even if she
has to get witchy to do so.

Insert a bit of googly-eyed fangirling here because I freaking LOVED this book. It isn't every day I read a
first chapter and have a moment of 'whoa buddy' excitement I want to tell everyone about. Ramirez definitely
knows how to lure a reader in and fortunately she keeps the excitement going. This is one sexy story and yet
it's quite heartfelt too. Storie is a character that anyone who's ever felt like the oddball can relate to and she
pulls herself up by the bootstraps pretty well which makes her a strong heroine I think most PNR fans will
love. Reid is tongue-on-the-floor smooth in all the right ways without it being unbelievable. I was rooting for
these two from the get-go.

Meanwhile, there are giggle worthy moments and secondary characters that pepper DECEIVING THE
WITCH NEXT DOOR with realism that manages to ground it. While the paranormal is definitely on the
light side it's a key element in the storytelling and I wanted so much more of it, that I hope Ramirez writes
another in this world. I sensed mild potential for secondary characters to have their own books but haven't
seen anything to indicate that for sure.

Overall, this one has everything I expect from a category romance and a just-right paranormal thread to make
it fun but not overwhelm readers with a lot of world building. This is one I would definitely reread if I ever
stopped finding more books I want to read long enough to do it. A definite recommend for readers who need
a shorter read for a place ride or sick day that's sure to stimulate on many levels.

***Review copy received via publisher.



Samantha says

Deceiving the Witch Next Door is about a Southern witch named Storie who returns to the town that mocked
her 8 years ago. Now, she is ready to be on her own and open up her own bookstore and cafe. Or at least, she
thinks she is. When a little-too-familiar man named Reid comes into the picture, she may not be prepared for
anything ahead.
There were things about this book I liked, but more that I didn't. I like the fantasy elements it gave with
Storie being a witch, and some of the secondary characters were nice. However, I found the plot predicable,
and I wasn't a fan of Storie or Reid as characters. I thought Reid was a man who didn't treat women as
equals, and I'm not a fan of that in male characters. Likewise, I thought Storie didn't have the gumption to
stand up for herself and not let herself be treated that way. She wasn't a whiny character or anything, she just
didn't have a backbone when it came to Reid.
That being said, combined with the setting of the book and other little things, I didn't enjoy it too much, BUT
I can see other people liking it. It wasn't poorly written or terrible by any means, I think most of what I didn't
like about it was a personal reader taste thing. If you enjoy Southern stories with a strong romance and a little
fantasy twist, I would still say give it a try. It didn't work for me, but I do think it has an audience.


