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There are two men on their way to Brussels from the UK: Neil Bannerman, an iconoclastic journalist on
Scotland's Daily Standard whose irate editor wants him out of the way, and Kale—a professional assassin.

Expecting to find only a difficult, dreary political investigation in Belgium, Bannerman has barely settled in
when tragedy strikes. His host, afellow journalist, along with a British Cabinet Minister, are discovered dead
in the Minister's el egant Brussels townhouse. Apparently they have shot each other. But the dead journalist's
young autistic daughter, Tania, was hidden in a closet during the killings, and when she draws a chilling
picture of athird party—a man with no face—Bannerman suddenly finds himself a reluctant participant in a
desperate murder investigation.

Asthe facts slowly begin to emerge under Bannerman's scrutiny, he comes to suspect that the shootings may
have a deep and foul link with the rotten politics that brought him to Brusselsin the first place. And as Kale
threatens to strike again, Bannerman beginsto feel a change within himself. His jaded professionalism is
combining with a growing concern for the lonely and frightened Tania, and a strong attraction for a
courageous woman called Sally, to draw him out of himself and into the very heart of a profound, cold-
blooded, and infinitely dangerous conspiracy.
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Brenda says

Originaly published in 1981 with the title "Hidden Faces", The Man with No Face by Peter May isaslow
burning, detailed thriller which saw investigative journalist Neil Bannerman head to Brussels from
Edinburgh to follow a political investigation. Little did he know a colleague plus a British minister who had
ameeting together would be found dead, a matter of hours after his arrival, with the autistic daughter of his
colleague distraught nearby.

Bannerman’ s determination to unlock answers in the investigation went against the Brussels police, who
were willing to shut the investigation down — but Bannerman continued with little help. His concern for
Taniaand her suffering; his horror at what he was gradually uncovering; and his certainty there was a cold-
blooded killer out there — al led Bannerman into danger for his own life. The detailed sketch Tania drew of
the man she saw — but who had no face — meant the killer was also aware he’ d been seen...

The Man with No Face is intriguing, slightly long-winded, but ultimately fascinating with the lack of
technology making everything so much more difficult than investigations are in this day and age. | always
enjoy Peter May’ swork; this one is different because of when it was written — he has much more experience
today. Highly recommended.

With thanks to NetGalley and Quercus Books for my digital ARC to read in exchange for an honest review.

Eva says

The Man With No Face is my first introduction to Peter May’swork and it’ s easy to see why he'san
internationally bestselling author. This novel wasfirst published in 1981 and it’ s quite surprising (or maybe
not) to see the political landscape has changed very little and The Man With No Face has stood the test of
time quite brilliantly in that respect.

Setin Brusselsin the late ' 70s, thisintricately plotted novel has arather dark atmosphere and a bit of a Noir
vibeto it. The reader finds themselves in the middle of a murder investigation, through the eyes of Scottish
journalist, Neil Bannerman. He's been sent to Brussels by his editor, who really just wants him out of the
way. But when Neil’ s host, afellow journalist, is found dead alongside a British Cabinet minister, Neil finds
himself in the middle of a bit of amess.

Albeit it rather on the slow side, for me personally, | still found The Man With No Face intensely gripping.
Although at times, also somewhat depressing. These are not happy characters and they all carry aton of
issues to deal with. Or not as most seem quite happy to drown their sorrows. And in the midst of al this, isa
young girl who may actually know what really happened. Unfortunately for investigators, she's autistic and
doesn’t talk.

Greed, money, blackmail, murder, intrigue, conspiracies and power. This political thriller hasit all. The Man
With No Faceis tense and suspenseful, with fantastic and complex characters, even if some come across a
tad stereotypical. Of course, some things do feel rather dated. Gone are the days of smoking on trainsor in



bars, for instance. But there's also that good ol d-fashioned pounding the pavement type of investigation. No
internet, no cell phones, no nifty gadgetsto rely on. | do so quite enjoy that from time to time.

| dare say my first introduction to Peter May’s novels went down well and | may need to find some time to
catch up on some of his most recent work. If, like me, you are unfamiliar with his novels, then thisis
definitely agood place to start.

Carolyn says

Originally published with the title "Hidden Faces' in 1981 at the start of hiswriting career, Peter May has
edited and re-released this thriller. Set in the early 1970s as Britain is joining the European Union, thisis still
very topical for today.

Neil Bannerman, an Edinburgh journalist has been sent to Brussels to cover the political news. To save costs
his newspaper has billeted him in an apartment with afellow journalist, Tim Slater, who is awidowed father
with ayoung autistic daughter called Tania. One Sunday when his usual babysittter is unable to work, Slater
isforced to take his daughter to a meeting with a British government Minister. While playing in the
cloakroom of the Minister's house, Taniawitnesses an assassination and sees the assassin leaving the house.
As Taniais not verbal, she can't tell the police what she saw but with a gift for accurate drawing, she gives
the police adrawing of the man she saw but stops short before drawing his face.

Concerned for Tania, Bannerman finds himself getting caught up in the investigation, trying to find out why
Slater was meeting with the Minister and who ordered the assassination. It's interesting to be back in atime
when there was no internet and no mobile phones. Journalists had to find out all the facts for themselves and
hope they would be the first to break an exclusive story. A little slow at first, the action soon ramps up as
Bannerman follows up clues and the assassin hunts for Tania, realising he has |eft aloose end. The novel is
well written, the characters well drawn and Peter May's talent for describing dark and icy landscapesis aso
evident. Overall, an enjoyable and gripping read.

With thanks to Netgalley and Quercus Books for a digital ARC to read

L ou says

The Man With No Face, a story that originally went under the title Hidden Bodies and written at the
beginning of Mr May's career, isafantastically crafted thriller; just like the rest of May's books. Based in
1970s Brussels, Belgium and so very much in the political sphere, with EU politics being a key component
of the plot, Neil Bannerman becomes our protagonist. He becomes one of the targetsin a highly murky
world of conspiracy and the activities of shady organisations as he suspects that some recent suspicious
deaths were actually murders and plans to find the evidence to proveit. Thisis athoroughly gripping,
entertaining and suspenseful book with intriguing characters and an authentic sense of time and place.
Recommended.

Many thanks to riverrun for an ARC.



Magdalena aka A Bookaholic Swede says

The Man With No Face was first released around 40 years ago. This political thriller is awonderful
retrospective novel to a bygone time. Sure, 40 years ago doesn't sound that long ago, but as Peter May wrote
in the intro, so much has changed. Just think about the hassle of trying to phone someone back then, no quick
SM S to anyone. The political landscape is the same with backstabbing and money being the goal.

Peter May is afavorite author of mine and I'm glad to say that this book isreally good! | found the story to

be very interesting and really liked how Bannerman bonded with the Tania, the autistic girl of the murdered
journalist. To have Kale, the killers POV especially when he started to have some doubts about his mission
felt like agreat addition to the story. How far would Kale go?

The Man With No Face may be 40 years old, but it has aged well. It's a strong book and | really loved
reading a book set at the end of the 70s.

| want to thank the publisher for providing me with a free copy through NetGalley for an honest review!

Mairead Hear ne (swirlandthread.com) says

‘An explosive crimethriller set between the UK and Europe at the time of Britain joining the EU'

The Man With No Faceis abook that was originally published in 1981, but now, after getting a‘light
revision', has been re-published with Quercus Books.

Set amidst the political and socia turmail of the 1970s, in Brussels, Peter May was struck by how the subject
matter of the book closely emulated the state of the political play today.

Neil Bannerman istired. A journalist for many years he has seen it all. Now working for The Edinburgh
Post, Bannerman is at odds with the newly appointed editor, Wilson Tait, ‘a hard newspaper man of the old
school; a Fleet Street toughened Scot returning to his old hunting grounds and bringing with him his
personal hard core of hatchet men whom he was moving into key editorial positions.” Bannerman knows his
days with the paper are numbered, as personalities clash and headsroll, but not before Tait gives him one
more job. Bannerman is being sent to Brussels for afew weeks to get him out of the way, giving Tait the
opportunity to figure out how to deal with him.

Brussalsisin flux as the political landscape changes and it is up to Bannerman to seeif he can uncover any
scandals within the party ranks, some juicy newspaper headlines. Bannerman is to bunk up with afellow
Post colleague, Tony Slater, but on arrival in Brussels he immediately feels that he is not welcome at Slater’s
rented accommodation. Slater’ s young daughter, Tania, lives with him. Taniais autistic with, as Bannerman
discovers, an incredible talent for sketching. Bannerman and Slater clash from the outset with Bannerman’s
journaligtic intuition pointing to an unease in Slater’ s countenance.

Meanwhile, there is an assassin after arriving into Brussels with an agenda to take out two targets, a
journalist and a British Cabinet minister. The journalist is question, being Tony Slater and the minister, a



Raobert Gryffe. Kale, theindividual assigned with thistask is a hardened war vet who suffered avery
traumatic childhood. His experiencesin the army and his difficult childhood left their mark on Kale, now a
man with no conscience and no love for any person, not even himself, making him a very dangerous foe. But
Kale hadn’t figured on leaving a witness behind after he had completed histask in hand. He never knew she
wasthere...... but Tania saw it al. She withessed the cold-blooded murder of her father and the politician
and drew a sketch detailing the scene. The one piece missing off the sketch is the face of thekiller.

Bannerman isin the right place at the right time and using all his investigative experiences he sets about
discovering the truth. He is very concerned for the safety of Tania, now an orphan, but more importantly a
vital witness. Always ahard man, heis surprised at the strong protective feelings he has developed for Tania.
He fearsfor her safety and this spurs him on to action.

Neil Bannerman is aman of histime. It's the 1970s, the world a very different place than it istoday, with
chauvinistic attitudes toward women quite common place and amost accepted. Did | like Bannerman? At
times probably not. He comes across as quite a dogmatic individual, quite sexist in many of his actions but
again, when reading a book like this, | do always take into account the erait encompasses. Peter May has
maintained the authenticity of those years with the lack of technology available to Bannerman and the delays
associated with retrieving vital information, as well as the role of women in the workplace.

The Man With No Faceisapoalitical thriller with adlice of noir, with a dark brooding atmosphere very
prevalent throughout. The men in this book are tough and seasoned. They belong to a different time and for
me they are cast exactly as | would have wanted and expected. The Man With No Face is an entertaining
read with plenty of suspense and intrigue. There are shadows at play here who wish to remain anonymous,
powerful men that will do everything to keep their positionsin the political world, aworld that may actually
not be al that different from today!!

[An Aside]

Peter drew inspiration for his plotline fromreal events. The unsolved murder of French MP Prince Jean de
Brogliein a dark Paris street in 1976, coupled with reading an article about Nadia Chomyn, the autistic
child of Ukrainian science graduates who had settled in the UK, and her extraordinary artistic abilities,
served as the basis to Peter’ s storyline. Peter did extensive research into autism and visited a clinic for
autistic children in Glasgow. Sadly, upon coming to re-write this book for the second draft, Peter discovered
that Nadia Chomyn had passed away in 2015.

Raven says

Originally published in 1981 as Hidden Faces, and with alittle polish here and there, but remaining by and
large faithful to the original text, has reissued it for a new generation of readers as The Man With No Face.
Written in the 1970s when May himself was a journalist reporting on the upheaval and consternation of
Britain aligning itself with the EU, (oh happy daysin the light of the current political debacle) the book is
based on real life events, amid the corridors of power in Brussels...

Rich with political intrigue, as a dlippery politician and a scheming journalist meet their respective
murderous ends, | was fascinated by how little politics and political power changes over the course of
decades, and responds significantly little to shiftsin society. May conveys this world of corruption and
power perfectly throughout as jaded, but tenacious Neil Bannerman starts to dig deeper into the outwardly



appearing case of murder-suicide that sends shockwaves through the political community in Brussels and
London. Of course, there are darker forces at work and with it a degpening sense of danger as Bannerman
launches his own investigation, and forms deep attachments to the nearest and dearest of one of the victims.

| think what struck me most about this book is the sense of resistance to change in political circles, and that
the story that May constructed over four decades ago is so easily interchangeabl e with the current political
climate, and the groundless fears that being aligned with Europe had then as well as now. Equally, and sadly,
that political corruption is something that never goes away, where the self inflating egos of men
(predominantly) become even more avaricious with the heightened status and power they attain, and their
increasing distance from those they are meant to represent the best interests of. In addition to this May also
shines arather unflattering light on those members of the fourth estate in this wilfully backstabbing and
competitive atmosphere, where the copy is all, and professional allegiances are manipulated to get the
column inches. It s an altogether scurrilous world, and May imbues it with colour, tension and adry wit that
resounds with the reader. I1t's areal world of dog eat dog, and alot of them with their eyes on the juiciest
bone...

Neil Bannerman is awonderfully rounded character, beset as he is with the cynicism inherent in his
profession as ajournalist, but also the way that he reveal s another side to his character in hisinteractions
with the daughter, Tania, of his murdered friend. May builds up a superbly empathetic connection between
the two of them, particularly in his sensitive portrayal of Tania cast adrift in aworld that her autism
complicates further, and thisis areal standout feature of the book. Refreshingly, May casts an almost
empathetic light on the perpetrator of the crimes, and reserves a good degree of bile for some of the less than
savoury characters that inhabit the world of journalism and politics so there' s a great mix of heroes and
villains.

| am seldom disappointed with Peter May and The Man With No Face proves once again May’s versatility as
awriter whichever world his characters are inhabiting. A strangely prescient read with a good dollop of
dramatic tension, and yet underpinned by some real heart-warming interludes. Recommended.

Cathy Ryan says

Originally written in 1981 the story is set in the winter of 1979 and is a story of its time, encompassing the
culture, attitudes and politics of the era and highlighting the lack of technology which makes information
sharing alengthier process. We take mobile phones and the internet so much for granted, it's an interesting
reminder of how things were accomplished back in the day. Peter May has painted an atmospheric picture
with well defined characters and a dark thread running through the narrative.

Controversia Scottish reporter Neil Bannerman is sent to Brussels, ostensibly to cover the developments
following the European Union, but aso because his new editor wants him out of the way while he decides
what to do with him. Although Bannerman is a good reporter, heisn’t ateam player. He' s on the lookout for
any scurrilous stories he can dig up. He's a complex protagonist, with issues from his past impacting on his
present life and choices.

Also travelling to Belgium is Kale, a hired assassin and a man hardened by his experiences to the extent he
has no feelings of guilt or remorse about what he is being paid to do.

It's been arranged for Bannerman to stay with Tim Slater, another reporter based in Belgium who lives with



his young autistic daughter, Tania. Bannerman hasn’t been in Belgium any length of time before thereisa
double murder—Slater along with a British Cabinet Minister are shot and killed, the murder witnessed by
Tania. The powers that be claim they shot each other but Bannerman has serious doubts, based on Inspector
du Maurier's considerations and a drawing by Tania, showing a man with no face where the murder took
place.

The Man With No Faceis apolitical thriller with clandestine intrigue and conspiracies, suspense, murder and
just the merest hint of aromance. As Bannerman slowly unearths information surrounding the murdered
men, he has no idea of the danger he's putting himself in as his investigation gains momentum. The edges of
his world-weary cynicism are being systematically worn away by the feelings awakened in him by Tania's
carer and his anxiety over Tania herself. This secondary thread of Bannerman’s connection with Tania, and
her characterisation, is very well done. Much less was known about autism and the treatments available
weren't particularly helpful at the time of this story. 1t’s obvious the condition has been well researched.

Peter May always brings his characters and settings to life with detailed, colourful, easy to read and engaging
writing.

| chose to read and review The Man With No Face based on adigital copy kindly supplied by NetGalley and
the publisher.

Susan Hampson says

Thisisasort of re-release of Peter May’s original novel, Hidden Faces published in 1981, but it has afew
tweaks to bring it in line with Peter May’ s current thoughts and writing style. The story follows reluctant
reporter Neil Bannerman who is sent out to Brussels to follow the political developments with the new
European Union, that will directly and indirectly affect Scotland. Bannerman is a bit of an odd ball that
doesn't really play well with others. He soon as arun in with the resident reporters and is not best pleased
when he finds out that he will be sharing the home of yet another fellow reporter that already livesin
Brussals.

After dinning at Slater’s home and meeting his autistic daughter Tania he ops to leave and stay at a nearby
hotel. He had never liked Slater and the feeling was mutual. When Slater is subsequently found murdered
along with ajunior minister, at his home, there is awitness to who has done this, his autistic daughter who
has a sharp mind and talent for detail and drawing but the inability to communicate which resultsin outburst
of screaming and frustration. Unfortunately she did not see the man’s face, but the killer is already planning
to tie up that loose end.

There feels an urgency and unease throughout the book as Peter May makes no cover up of the killer to the
reader, you know his thoughts and plans. Heis a professional and known throughout the business as being
efficient. Bannerman, as journalists go are detectivesin their own right, digging and delving into leads,
especially where they aren’t wanted but they don’t normally have to put their own life on the edge.
Bannerman had made some sort of connection with Tania and she with him. She had an ease with him that
she couldn’t make with others and he felt protective of her.

Thisisabelting story written by an extremely wise and talented young man, that tackled issues that are very
relevant in todays political climate as things have come full circle. Another outstanding read from a great
author, Peter May.

I wish to thank the publisher Quercus Books for a copy of this book which | have reviewed honestly.




Paromjit says

Thisis abook, Hidden Faces, that was written at the beginning of Peter May's writing career, set at the end
of the 1970s in Brussels, Belgium. According to May, he has lightly revised the novel that begins with
Edinburgh Post's cynical and lauded investigative journalist, Neil Bannerman, aware that the cuts at the
newspaper with its move into more tabloid territory under the ruthless new editor, Wilson Tait, might lead to
him having alimited future at the paper. To get rid of him temporarily, Tait sends him to Brusselsto report
on the EU, staying with Tim Slater, the reporter based there. Less than happy with hislatest assignment, he
finds Slater less than welcoming, but surprisingly connects with Tim's autistic daughter, Tania, and her carer,
Sally Robertson. Ex-army soldier Kale is aruthless assassin for hire, known for his abilities and rewarded
accordingly. Heistravelling to Brussels to make meticul ous preparations for the planned killing of two men,
one of whom is aBritish Minister thought to have a glittering future in front of him, popular within the party
asit prepares for ageneral election.

Amidst the dreary drabness of the rain and snow, the author gives us an atmospheric picture of this bygone
era, the apathetic bureaucratic and political circlesin Europe, the journalists that co-exist to report on what
they are fed, worrying about their careers, hungry for an exclusive. The British Minister and Tim Slater are
discovered dead in atableau that appears to suggest the men killed each other. Tania Slater had the
misfortune to be at the scene of the deaths, glimpsing the killer, left traumatised and placed in a children's
psychiatric hospital in the city. Asthe British authorities and the EU collude to shut down the story, the
Detective du Maurier forges a relationship with Bannerman and informs him that the men were definitely
murdered. Forced to make an alliance with an ex-colleague, Richard Platt, a man he dislikes, Bannerman
scrabbles to find leads that might explain why the men were killed. However, he has little idea of the danger
heisin or the powerful forces that will do anything to get him to stop investigating.

Thiswas an engaging thriller with issuesin the EU that resonate today in our contemporary politics.
Bannerman makes a interesting protagonist with a past that haunts him. As ayounger and more arrogant
man, he found himself in a position which he could not cope with and dealt with badly, but the repercussions
have followed him through the years, eating into his confidence and abilities to sustain along term
relationship. His connection with Taniais what makes him seem so much more human than the ruthless and
ambitious reporter that heis, he has sufficient self awareness to dislike this aspect of himself and its
requirementsin his profession. Definitely an entertaining, tense and suspenseful novel with well drawn
charactersthat captures that period of timein history well. Thanks to Quercus for an ARC.

Elaine Tomasso says

I would like to thank Netgalley and Quercus Books for areview copy of The Man with No Face, arevised
edition of a stand alone thriller set in Brusselsin 1979, originally published in 1981.

Edinburgh Post journalist Neil Bannerman is sent to Brusselsto dig up dirt in the run up to a UK genera
election. He doesn’t want to be there and certainly doesn’t want to spend time with the Post’'sman in
Brussels, Tim Slater and his autistic daughter, Tania but when Slater and politician Richard Gryffe are
murdered, a murder Tania witnesses he changes his mind and starts investigating ferocioudly.

| thoroughly enjoyed The Man with No Face which is an unapologetic thriller that proves that not much,
apart from technology, has changed in the past forty years, especially Euroscepticism. | must admit that it



was a bit strange to read about information gathering without the benefit of the internet or a mobile phone -
how quickly we forget the “good, old days” - but on the upside | felt agreat nostalgia for the Brussels of the
time which iswell evoked.

The plot had me gripped from start to finish. It opens with a hitman called Kale being contracted for a double
murder and then switches to Bannerman being sent to Brussels. Throughout the novel the perspective
switches between these two voices as Kale pursues his mission and Bannerman hisinvestigation. | liked the
way Bannerman starts with some vague hypotheses and gradually builds up a more complete picture through
a combination of ruthlessness and tenacity. There is enough action to satisfy most readers, in fact Bannerman
isabit of atub thumper (he gets knocked down but gets up again) like al good action heroes, some of it
more credible than others and the plotters are suitably Machiavellian. | particularly liked the final twist.

None of the characters are particularly likeable with the exception of Taniabut even she comes with
problems. Mr May states that he was still working as ajournalist when he wrote the novel so | have to
assume that his descriptions of their character isbased in reality. They are uniformly unpleasant and self
interested, but this probably shouldn’t be a surprise given some of the recent scandalsinvolving their
conduct. | do not exempt Bannerman from this as he is equally nasty. His attachment to Tania softens his
hard edges dlightly over the course of the novel but not enough to make me warm to him.

The Man with No Face is agood read which | have no hesitation in recommending.

peggy says

As | would expect from this author you are in for arollercoaster of aread.

Thistime Neil Bannerman a Scottish journalist is sent to Brussels to see what dirt he can dig up. When he
arrives there has been a double murder, ajournalist and a Cabinet minister and there is a witness. The cabinet
ministers daughter who is autistic. The daughter can recall everything about the double murder except what
thekiller looks like.

This book is afast paced thriller with so many twists and turns. It gives the reader an insight on how
journalists are drip fed what otherstell them. How otherswill cover their backs and to hell with the
consequences. All journalists are out to get the next big scoop, but only one journalist will put hislifein
danger to do just that.

Thisis an entertaining crime thriller full of conspiracy, everyone out for themselves and jam packed with
action. HIGHLY recommended.

I would like to thank the author, Quercus Books and Netgalley for the advanced copy in return for giving an
honest review.

Gary says

| enjoy reading Peter May books and really enjoyed his China Thrillers and the Lewis Trilogy so | wasreally
looking forward to this one. The book was originally released in 1981 under the title 'Hidden Faces but re-
released next year as "The Man with no face'.

This novel isabout Scottish reporter Colin Bannerman who is sent to Brussels to write a series of articles
about the Common Market. His editor asks him to stay at the home of a man named Slater, a newspaper
colleague who Bannerman dislikes for the duration of hisvisit. While staying at Slater's home Bannerman



gets attached to Tania Slater's young, autistic daughter and a strange relationship is made. Not long after
Bannerman's arrival , Slater and ajunior minister at the EEC, Robert Gryffe, are nated and Tania
witnesses the crime resulting with the murderer been given instructionsto kill her. While the local police are
instructed to cover-up the double murder for political reasons, Bannerman is determined to find out and
reveal thetruth.

Well written with awell thought out plot.

I would like to thank both Net Galley and Quercus books for supplying me with a copy of thisnovel in
exchange for an honest review.

Phrynne says

A rerelease of abook written early in his career and apparently lightly revised by the author, The Man with
No Faceisnot just amystery, but also apiece of historical fiction. Peter May takes usto Brusselsin the
1970's when the European Common Market was thriving in all its political and manipulative glory.

| loved dl thelittle details - milk in bottles, people smoking everywhere and anywhere, leaving afew
pennies as atip for the waitress under a plate or saucer, door to door vacuum salesmen, tel ephone boxes that
needed piles of coinsin order to have a conversation. The way things were.

| enjoyed the whole book very much. My heart broke for Tania whose autism would have been so little
understood back then and | was on tenterhooks while the assassin was out to kill her. All of the characters
were redlistic and Bannerman was aworthwhile hero. All very entertaining and an indication of the excellent
books Peter May would produce later. Definitely worth a read!

My thanks to Netgalley for the opportunity to read and review this book.

Sandy *Theworld could end while| wasreading and | would never notice* says

EXCERPT: She gave adight start as a door slammed somewhere in the depths of the building. Not everyone
was aseep. A light came on downstairs, throwing a broad wedge of light out across the snow on the terrace.
Something was moving down there, something dark and huddled that froze as it was caught in the sudden
light. The shadow of a man fell away from the house, long and thin. A face turned up towards the window,
sickly pale, whiter than snow. Taniadid not move. It was a face she knew, aface in which she saw a
reflection of her own fear. Eyesin which she recognized the same hunted look she had seen in the Rue de
Pavie. Then the light went out and she could no longer see him, but knew he was still there. And knew, too,
that he had come for her.

ABOUT THIS BOOK: There are two men on their way to Brussels from the UK: Neil Bannerman, an
iconoclastic journalist for Scotland's Daily Standard whose irate editor wants him out of the way, and Kale--
aprofessional assassin.

Expecting to find only a difficult, dreary political investigation in Belgium, Bannerman has barely settled in
when tragedy strikes. His host, afellow journalist, along with a British Cabinet minister, are discovered dead
in the minister's elegant Brussels townhouse. It appears that they have shot each other. But the dead
journalist's young autistic daughter, Tania, was hidden in a closet during the killings, and when she draws a



chilling picture of athird party--a man with no face--Bannerman suddenly finds himself a reluctant
participant in a desperate murder investigation.

Asthe facts slowly begin to emerge under Bannerman's scrutiny, he comes to suspect that the shootings may
have a deep and foul link with the rotten politics that brought him to Brusselsin the first place. And as Kale
threatens to strike again, Bannerman beginsto feel a change within himself. His jaded professionalism is
transforming into a growing concern for the lonely and frightened Tania, and a strong attraction to a
courageous woman named Sally--drawing him out of himself and into the very heart of a profound, cold-
blooded, and infinitely dangerous conspiracy.

MY THOUGHTS: Thisisthe second book | have read by this author in a short period of time. Peter May isa
man who paints pictures, gloriously detailed pictures, with words. | could 'see’ as | read. And although | did
not enjoy this story as much as my previous read by this author, the writing remains superb.

This book was first published in 1981 as Hidden Faces but, having read it, | think The Man With No Face a
far better title.

It seems odd to me to classify The Man With No Face, set in the winter of 1979 in Brussels, as historical
fiction, but it is set in very different times from which we live today. There are no mobile phones, or
computers, much less Internet. Airport security islax compared with present times. Milk bottles are still put
out on doorsteps, and secretaries use typewriters, take messages and make coffee. South Africais still in the
grip of apartheid, and Zimbabwe is still known as Rhodesia.

This story kept me turning pages for the most part until almost the end, when my interest waned alittle. But
only alittle.

777?

THE AUTHOR: Peter May (born 20 December 1951) is a Scottish television screenwriter, novelist, and
crime writer. He is the recipient of writing awards in Europe and America. The Blackhouse won the U.S.
Barry Award for Crime Novel of the Y ear and the national literature award in France, the CEZAM Prix
Litteraire. The Lewis Man won the French daily newspaper Le Télégramme's 10,000-euro Grand Prix des
Lecteurs. In 2014, Entry Island won both the Deanston’ s Scottish Crime Novel of the Y ear and the UK’ s
ITV Crime Thriller Book Club Best Read of the Y ear Award. May’ s books have sold more than two million
copiesin the UK and severa million internationally. (WIKIPEDIA)

DISCLOSURE: Thank you to Quercus Books via Netgalley for providing adigital ARC of The Man With
No Face by Peter May for review. All opinions expressed in this review are entirely my own personal
opinions.

Please refer to my Goodreads.com profile page or the about page on sandysbookaday.wordpress.com for an
explanation of my rating system. This review and others are also published on my blog
sandysbookaday .wordpress.com https://sandysbookaday.wordpress.cony...




