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Emma Hendricks……..Zach Owens
She’s 15…….He’s 18
She’s experienced nothing… He’s experienced the world…
What happens when their worlds collide? Never allowed to date, will the relationship survive Emma’s
overly-protective, older brother and his friends? And what happens when his past is revealed and she
discovers he’s on probation. Even if she accepts it, she must lie to her parents and those around her. She’s
always been… Just one of the boys… and now a man sees her as so much more… Can she convince him that
she is old enough to love?

Old Enough to Love is the story of Emma Hendricks, or Runt as she’s known to her older brother and his
friends. Emma—born prematurely has always been physically smaller than other girls. Protected by a posse
of guys, led by her brother, she’s pretty much off limits as dating material for anyone in their small high
school—until Zach Owens, a senior from San Francisco moves to the small town of Ashland, Oregon and is
oblivious to the unspoken rule.

Emma, an inexperienced fifteen-year-old, is smitten with Zach and the undeniable attraction brewing
between them. She attempts to compete with the older girls to maintain Zach’s affections and believes she is
ready to take the relationship to the next level. Though she is eager to easily bid her virginity farewell; she
misunderstands his hesitations. Zach is on twelve months supervised probation and caught a lucky break the
first time around. He adamantly refuses to participate in any activity that would lead to juvenile detention,
and he is frightened he’ll lose Emma if specific information about his past is revealed.

Zach and Emma uncover blooming passionate emotions while discovering first time love, all the while
reining in nearly uncontrollable desires. Meanwhile, their biggest obstacles are the battle with her brother,
her brother’s buddies and Zach’s elusive past.
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From Reader Review Old Enough to Love... for online ebook

Ketty says

A friend recommended that I read this and every time I saw her she asked me, "Did you read Old Enough to
Love?" I read the book out of guilt because I am over New Adult. I started this book and I couldn't put it
down. I loved the two point of views and a story that shows the hero growing. This book is part of a of a
series but the book can be read as a stand alone. I will definitely be checking out the rest of the books in the
series.

Michelle Rene says

If you believe in love at first sight, this is the book for you!
Zach Owens is getting a fresh start, in a new town, at a new school. Emma Hendricks has been protected by
her family and her brother's friends her whole life. But when the new guy shows up at her door, no one is
able to protect Emma's heart from Zach.
This amazing book is the about journey of young love, and I think we all need a reminder of what that is like
sometimes. I can't wait to read the others in this series!

Tara Jacobs says

This is a well written book. Love the fact that the author is local, looking very forward to reading more of her
work!!

Riza says

*5 I-HEART-Zach Stars*

I read this book without expectations or anything then as I started reading the prologue and it made me cry in
page 1!? Can you imagine that and now here I am, writing a review while nursing a good hangover at 1 in
the morning!

ZACH AND EMMA'S story held my attention from start to finish. Zach's secret sucked me up even more
with the story.
What I love more in this book is the new words that I've learned such as PUMA, scrog and weirgin..
I laughed, i got nervous, I feel the "first love" feeling.
Clearly, Kristi has her unique way of writing, it is not NA, but it will not disappoint you either I've read YA
and almost every genres of books, but this one is unique, OLD ENOUGH is a breather, when you are too
tired to read Mature books or you just want to read a feel-better book.. THIS IS YOUR FIX!
I fell in love with the characters in an instant and I crave for more..... When I say more, I mean right at this
moment.



Kimberly Beale says

Being a book junkie I have to say that this book captivated me from start to finish. I laughed with the
characters and could feel their frustrations. I would Definately recommend this book as a must read.

Clista says

Emma was born premature and has always been fiercely protected by her brother Ryan and his best friends.
"Runt" as she is annoyingly called by all of them, because of her small stature. She's 15 and has had crushes
on 2 of her older brother's BF's. An unknown boy comes to her door, looking for Ryan, and Emma is
instantly taken by him. Zach, 17, has recently and reluctantly moved to Ashland, OR, and is not one bit
happy about it. Coming from SF, he thinks this OR town is a joke. He has a bad attitude and is going through
the motions of his probation. Zach had been living a reckless life for awhile, making bad choices. He is now
paying for them. His chance meeting with Emma while waiting for Ryan to return home, has an instant effect
on him and his outlook.
The story is a coming of age love story, I suppose. Emma starts to have strong first time feelings for Zach.
As their relationship develops, there is a dark secret Zach wants to keep from Emma. I found the characters
well written and engaging. I enjoyed the message of love and forgiveness. The supporting characters are big
players in the story, and kept the story flowing.
This is more than a young adult story, the characters are in high school, with realistic experiences making it
an interesting and enjoyable read. The truth of sexual experiences and alcohol use is written honestly.
There are bound to be more hurdles for Emma and Zach to overcome to keep their love strong and together. I
can't wait to read the next book.
This is Kristi Pelton's first book release. I am looking forward to reading more of her stories.

Shannon says

4.5 stars!!! A GR friend recommended this, and she was right - it totally sucked me in. It was full of teenage
angst, first love, and secrets that haunt.

The story is basically about Emma, a 15 year old who has lived in the overprotective shadows of her brother
and his "jock" friends. They scare off anyone who is interested in her, until Zach shows up.... he is sweet,
protective, and so respectful and loving. Emma is a bit immature, but has learned all she knew from being
around her brother and friends. She is very naive, and wears her heart on her sleeve. There were moments
that I wanted to slap her, then I had to remind myself that she is a 15 year old and is acting as such. I loved
all of the other characters, especially Ryan her overprotective brother. He's amazing and should have his own
set of stories after this.

I really enjoyed this but am too nervous to read the next one since I'm happy how it left...



Addie Sullivan says

Loved everything about this book!! especially the writing and the characters, plus the dual POVs.

Emma was completely adorable, although there were instances in the book where I just wanted to shout at
her. But I understood her, being a 15-year old in such circumstances. She's definitely one of the guys, and
not by choice (LOL) that's because of her "overprotective" brother Ryan. He is the perfect brother, at first
you might think he's overprotective but you'd see that it's because he really cares about her, knowing what
she's been through when she was little. They have arguments/discussions that are just too funny! I felt so
happy for Emma and Zach when he (Ryan) accepted their relationship. As an innocent and attractive teenage
girl, she goes through a lot of painful and confusing situations. Kudos to her for overcoming all of them (for
now). But I felt torn between Zach and Grant though!! I could really see why he hesitated in approaching
Emma, being her brother's best friend and all. :(

I still need to read books 2 and 3 to see where it takes Emma.

Overall Old Enough to Love is a wonderful novel! It has the perfect formula with romance, drama, enough
humor, and a couple of suspenseful scenes.

 emma

 ryan

[image error]

 zach

 grant

 Austin



Beth says

4.5 Torturous First Love Stars

Oh My...First Love. Is there anything sweeter, more endearing than first love? Anything that gives you that
warm feeling. Or that "I am going to throw up" feeling of losing your first love. That uncertain "does he like
me the as much as I like him?' feeling. First loves, first crushes, lots of firsts. And I wouldn't go back and
redo those days for all the chocolate Ghirerdelli Square. What sweet torture!

Emma is a little bitty petite thing. She is 15 years old and surrounded by her brother and his big football
playing friends. You would think this would be a gravy train for Emma, but no. They all see her as the little
sister they need to protect and keep guys away from. Emma is a bit tired of this. She is in high school after
all. She is ready to date. Find a guy. Just not a womanizer like her brother and his buddies.

Zach is the new guy in town, a senior. With a past. He has moved to a little town in Oregon from San
Francisco and is not totally sold on the small town life. He meets Emma as school is about to let out for the
summer. She is sweet and innocent and he knows he could take advantage of that, but chooses not to. She is
just too sweet and innocent. And Zach has not walked away from many opportunities in his life.

The innocence in her touch, the passion in her kiss, the love in her eyes...I'd never felt any of that
before. She believed in me. She believed in me more than I did.

After spending the summer away, can Zach and Emma reconnect? Will his summer conquests get in the way.
He is a hot football stud and there are some older high school gals after him. What does Emma have to offer?
Will all the guys in Emma's life let her explore her feelings for Zach or will they drive him away? And what
about Grant? The guy Emma has crushed on for years? Will he just step aside? Or does he even know that he
needs to? Grant knows Zach's secret. Will he use it against him?

This is a well written story of young love and the drama that comes with it. Zach has some real issues and
Emma can't decide if she can deal with them or not. Drama. Angst. Slamming doors. Crying. Late night
texts. Misunderstandings. Young love. As Charlie Brown would say...Arggghhhh. And if all that torture isn't
enough....Ms Pelton decides to draw it out into another book.

I will be waiting for the next book. Cause I secretly have a crush on Grant. Don't tell anyone.

Haley says

Aaaahh!! I loved this story!! I loved Emma and Zach. Seriously. I thought Emma was such an endearing
character. Her innocence is so sweet and yet she is feisty and funny. I loved her relationship with Ryan and
all his friends and it seemed pretty realistic. I am a sucker for first love stories and these were the perfect
characters for that. Zach was so sweet and sexy!! I liked that they obeyed their parents most of the time and
tried to follow rules. Emma was quite young and I thought Zach really handled himself well. Emma was



ridiculously insecure at times, but overall I thought all the emotions and reactions were reasonable and
relatable. This book came out of nowhere for me and it captured my heart. Looking forward to the next
book!!

Liv Howard says

Author Kristi Pelton gives us a delightful birdseye view of the angst of first love. Emma is experiencing all
of the emotional and physical responses that come naturally to a teenage girl in the throes of her first "real"
love. With those feelings come a host of questions and conflicts. With Zach, the object of Emma's affection,
the author takes us into the mind and thoughts of a teenage boy. This story is a funny,yet startlingly true to
life snapshot of today's American teenager. This is a great young adult read.

Tracy says

I think I read this entire series in three days! It was a great way to come home and just get lost in a great
story! I can not wait to read other works by Kristi.

Elaine says

Old Enough to Love is a wonderful book about teenage love & all the drama that goes along with it. As a
first time author, Kristi Pelton captured my attention from the first page, & never let it go. I can't wait to read
her following books to see what happens with Zach & Emma's story!

Beth says

4 Knock Knock Stars

Some times great things coming knocking on your door. Things like books from Amazon. Or a really cute
guy looking for your brother. One time we had someone leave a piglet on our doorstep. His tail has gotten
frost bite and dropped off. Yeah, I get damaged pigs...and Kristi Pelton gives us really cute boys. With a
history. You choose which door you want to open.

Emma is a freshman whose older brother and his football friends have appointed themselves as her
protectors. Not that she needs protectors. She would much rather actually get to be a freshman, date, flirt,
you know...Freshman girl stuff. But they keep a close eye on her and a closer eye on other guys.

Zachary is new in town. He doesn't know Emma is off limits. But he quickly learns that Emma has a lot of
guys looking out for her. As a senior, Zach has his own reasons to not want to be in the spotlight. He has
some secrets of his own. He quickly learns that he doesn't want to stay aways from Emma any more than he
wants to disappoint her.



Zach is sweet and cautious with her. He wants to earn her feelings and the respect of her family. They have
lots of reasons to be protective and he wants to be in that circle of trust.

"I'm supposed to be a sophomore. You know that, right....Born premature. Docs thought it was a good
idea to wait to send me to school though I exceeded all their expectations."
"You're exceeding mine right now." His groan was satisfying.

I love Kristi Pelton's writing. I was so happy to discover this YA read. She builds the romance and the
relationship. I can't wait to recommend this to my high schoolers. And to you. I recommend it to you.

Stevie says

I only recently discovered Kristi and I HATE that it took me this long!!

A story of first love with so many obstacles to get through, this book was filled with the kind of drama that
had me anticipating what will happen next! I couldn't put it down and I can't wait to get straight on to the
next one!! 5+ stars for sure!!


