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Their friends had labeled their romance a coming-together of opposites-quiet, scholarly Leonard, bookish
and quite distinguished looking; boisterous, gregarious Anna, freshman member of the cheerleading squad,
night-owl and tennis player. It would have been difficult to find two more unevenly-matched students on the
whole campus, yet it was amost love at first sight. Second or third date, anyway, and plans for marriagein
the air before mid-term exams were being fretted about. They had their future all mapped out-college degrees
for both of them and then a business administration master's for Leonard followed by an assured top-echelon
position that would both utilize Leonard's flair for computer science and provide them both with the standard
of living they expected. But little Richie had changed all of that before the end of their second year as Mr.
and Mrs. Melton; Anna's doctor had advised her to stay away from birth-control pillsfor awhile, asthe
strain of going to college and running a household was starting to wear on her, and the pills just made her
more depressed and irritable. So it just happened, their adorable son, now almost a year old, was born before
Leonard graduated, and any plans of graduate school studies went out with the first load of dirty diapers.
Twelve monthsin Pine Junction was going to be sheer purgatory for Leonard and Anna, cut off from friends
and family, from even the merest pleasures like good conversation and social life, but they lived for the day
they could move out of there and into a better assignment, possibly an assistant managership in one of the
company's regional sales offices. But this in-the-field training was obligatory and his progress with ABC
hinged on that al-important evaluation hisimmediate superior would prepare in six months. And that
superior was Jake Ralston

Jake had once been considered an outsider himself in Pine Junction, though his position as manager of the
truck terminal gave him a certain added respect in the close-knit community, as the terminal offered much-
needed employment and income to Pine Junction, but there was ancther reason for his quick acceptance as
well. Jake was a man that no one dared rebuff, for he had the presence of sheer physical power about him, a
giant of aman who commanded authority wherever he went, often garnered at the threat of afew broken
bones. Jake minced no words when it came to giving orders, and it seemed to Leonard that practically
everybody in town took orders from Ralston at one time or another. He was accepted as a necessary evil, a
man with few friends but no outspoken enemies...........
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