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Carole Gene Marer spent her girlhood dreaming of meeting Rock Hudson, but when she finally had the
chance—on her second date with her future husband, television mogul Aaron Spelling—she was so shy she
hid all night in the powder room. How Candy morphed from that quiet girl into a seemingly-confident,
stylish trophy wife, mistress of the largest house in Los Angeles (70,000 sguare feet when you count the
attic) is at the heart of Sories from Candyland.

The life Candy created for her family—her husband and children Tori and Randy—was fabul ous, over-the-
top, and often magical. So what if California Christmases don’t come with snow? Let’s make some on the
tennis court! How do we take a cross-country family vacation with a dad who doesn’t fly? By private train
car, of course (with an extrafor the fifty-two pieces of luggage). The kids want to dress up for Halloween?
No problem, why not call in Nolan Miller to design their costumes?

Candy had a hand in some of the most beloved television shows of all time (she once stopped production on
“Dynasty” because Krystle Carrington’s engagement ring was not spectacular enough), has entertained half
of Hollywood in epic fashion, and lives an enviable life. But under all the fun and showmanship lies a more
interesting character, still wrestling with some of the insecurities of her ingénue self. Oprah threw her into a
major panic with adiscussion of hoarding. A lifelong humming habit evolved as a unique coping
mechanism. And there's nathing like being defined as, “well, you know, complicated” by your daughter on
television and in her own book.

Sories from Candyland sparkles with glamour and grand gestures. But it also satisfies with some more
intimate Candy concerns: why being a perfect wife and mother was so important to her, how cooking and
cleaning can keep the home fires burning, why collections matter, and whether dogs are better judges of
people than people are.

Visit Candyland in these pages and get a glimpse of a generous, glittering world revealing many of its
surprising and funny secrets for the first time.
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Allison Herman says

Candy Spelling has not had a very rough life, although she would like you to think she has. She was a model
at ayoung age and fawned over Rock Hudson as ateen. She eventually getsto meet him (how many people
can say they've met their celebrity crushes?) but we're supposed to feel sorry for her because her nerves got
the better of her and she didn't speak to him. They did become friends later in life. Sorry, Candy, no pity
from me.

Her direct comments about/to her daughter are cringe worthy. | found it very upsetting that she never
mentioned "Nanny", the woman who Tori credits with raising her. Candy is so self-absorbed that she didn't
even notice how big a part this woman played in her own child'slife.

The book is not very well-written, jumps all over the place, and ends with "Candy's Favorite Recipes'. Even
those aren't written well. It's fun for alaugh, for light summer reading. Just plan on losing a few Smart Points
once you're done.

Judy Chauvin says

WOW! What garbage this book was and such awaste of time. | read Toni's book and wanted to hear both
sides of the story. | just found this book to repeat itself over and over again and borning doesn't cover it. This
women spent more time talking about her paper fans and stuffed dolls then expaining where it all went
wrong. So sad that such important things like real relationships seem to be the last on the list for this women.
That pulling out awhite glove to test for dirt is so very important in her world. How very sad! | wonder if Mr
Spelling on his death bed thought my god | have had such awonderful life because my house was so dust
free. Or will Mrs Spelling for that matter??

| have never read of someone so self absorbed or materialistic in al my life..Thank god and | do mean that,
that | grew up humble and real relationships mean more to me then abunch of dolls. If this women lost
everything she owned in afire and her money went up in smoke | think her life would be over.

Now | am going to go through this book in the trash where it belongs.

Alex says

Being a big fan of Tori Spelling's books - | know, how embarrassing - I've been interested in reading her
mother's memoir for quite some time now. 1'd held off because | heard it was terrible, but finally decided to
giveit atry; after all, how bad could it realy be?

It was even worse than | imagined.
Thiswas just laughingly bad. It was one of the worst written books I've ever read, to the point that it was

actually painful to read. | was expecting Candy to be a nutcase witch, as she is often portrayed, but that
wasn't the case. If I'm being perfectly honest, she came off as mentally unstable. I'm really not even trying to



be mean or funny here! She seemed like she was twelve years old and living in LaLalLand. She'd start
rambling about some movie she once loved and then jump to another random subject and then give us alist
of thingsin her attic that took up three pages. It was just uncomfortable, and | was honestly left wondering
about her mental state.

| certainly expected thisto be bad, but it was absolutely abysmal.

Irene says

Oh. my. gawd. | totally get it now, Tori.

| should've listened to the other reviewers and not wasted my money on this book. But curiosity got the
better of me. | was hoping to understand from Candy's point of view what went wrong with her relationship
with Tori. And now | know: Tori's mom has a serious personality disorder. At the very least, she lacks the
compassion gene. And the maternal gene. And the human gene. She just doesn't get it.

Candy Spelling made a feeble attempt to excuse some of her behavior by blaming her own mother's demand
for perfection and her lack of affection. She also tried to blame some of it on her husband in terms of being
pressured to be the perfect trophy wife. And of course, she blamed Tori for being a selfish, lying bitch. But |
didn't buy any of these excuses. She made her bed, and now she hastolieinit.

| just feel even more sorry for Tori. A classic example is where Candy demands that Tori return the recipes

she "stole" from the Manor (Tori explained in her first book that they were Nanny's recipes that she wanted

for sentimental reasons). If it were my mom or any caring mom for that matter, she'd be happy that | wanted
and had something of sentimental value. Family recipes. It wasn't like she took her mom's jewelry. She also
mocked Tori for "only" getting an inheritance of $800,000. Sure, that's alot of money for the rest of us, but

when your dad is worth half abillion, yes, Candy, it's "only" $800,000. I'm sure Candy would feel the same
way if her husband had left HER the same amount. Now THAT | would loved to have seen.

Tori has been disappointed by this "mother" amillion times over, but in the end, | think Tori will come out
on top. At least she has a house full of family and friends, and Candy herself mentionsin her book that she's
al doneinthe Manor. And that's her karma. The ultimate irony isthat the ONLY reason any of us cared to
read Candy's book is because of Tori. Even her dad became more famous because of Tori. Before then,
Aaron was only known among industry people. Tori was the one who skyrocketed her entire family to fame.

NikKki says

Crazy clearly runsin the family. This book iswritten in total old-lady rambling stream-of-consciousness
style, which makesiit difficult to skip to the good stuff. Candy will be describing her expensive ceramic
figurines and their thoughts and feelings (seriously, she makes up pasts and romantic stories for inanimate
objects) in painstaking detail and then all of a sudden will be all, "Tori is the worst daughter ever and | hate
her." (paraphrase)




Joy says

I'm not sureif | am going to make it through this one before | have to return it. So far the the first pages are
awful.

OK, | read about 1/3 of this book before | took it back. | think | get the gist. She is supposedly the 'painfully
shy' Hollywood wife that is bad with numbers, hums incessantly, makes up stories about her dolls and feels
the need to publish an awful book with the main purpose of debunking rumors, myths and attacks from her

daughter. A magazine article could have probably done the trick.

Kristina says

I know, total crap. But | want to hear her side after reading Tori's book. | checked it out from the library so
she won't make any money. How could she possibly defend herself?

Well she doesn't defend herself. She barely responds to the things Tori says in her book. She just says "poor
me, my daughter is so mean to mein the press.” | never felt sorry for her. What it comes downtoissheisan
insecure, people pleasing, self-absorbed person. | aso might even claim that she boarderline lies or at
minumum, excluded important details about who she, her husband and her children really are to make herself
look better. Oh and the writing is so bad it's comical. I'd read a paragraph outloud to Gregor and he'd just
laugh.

Jessica Lawlor says

Let it be known that | only tried to read this book because | love Tori Spelling and her books and | wanted to
try to see her mom’s side of the story. | was really interested in reading what Candy had to say about Tori
and their relationship. | wasn't really interested in Candy’ s actual story because to be honest, she doesn’t
interest me.

After reading afew pages, | knew this book wasn't for me. | knew | wasn'’t going to make it through the
entire book and I HATE not finishing a book. However, | couldn’t make it through.

| decided to skim through and read chapters that dealt with Tori and her childhood or Tori and Candy’s
relationship. | really didn’t care about random stories about people stealing clothes from the set of
90210...sorry, just doesn’'t make for interesting book material.

Candy isn't agood writer. I’m just flat out being honest. She didn’t draw mein, she didn’t tell a strong story
and she didn’t keep me interested. She was actually pretty cocky throughout the book and didn’t even come
across as likeable. That's the one thing | loved about both of Tori’ s books- she seems so down to earth and
normal. Candyland paints Candy to be the terrible image that she has a reputation for.

Yikes, not agood read. I'd suggest skipping this one!

Did anyone like this? I’ d love to hear why or why not.



Veronica says

| only read this book after reading Tori Spelling's book,"sTori Telling" to see what her mother had to say.
This book was so so so boring. | learned that Candy Spelling has way too many collections.

Also, what | found disheartening was that Candy never even mentioned "Nanny" who was Tori's African-
American nanny for many years. The nanny who happened to go by the name "Nanny" has already passed
away. | think Candy could have at least acknowledged the woman who spent so many years raising Candy's
children.

Rebecca says

If you are looking for loads of celebrity gossip thisis not the book for you. However, if you are merely
looking to gain insight into the drama of the Spelling family this book provides subtle insights. Though this
book is clearly meant as arebuttal to her daughter’ sfirst autobio, it in fact cements the claims made by her
daughter. | loved it. And tried one of her recipes and it was atotal success. Random.

Kourtney says

I am conflicted with how to write this review. On one hand al | wanted was a Tori Spelling rebuttal. Candy
knew that was what we were all hoping for and banked on that and instead told us very boring stories about
her life. I'll save you the misery and give you the bottom line - she's shy, she listens, she has money. On the
other hand | was getting annoyed because she would say she wanted Tori to stop talking about her and
"rewriting history" yet then she would tell arebuttal Tori story. If you want Tori to stop talking about you
MAYBE, just MAY BE, you should not tell stories about Tori. No more Tori talk! End the "feud"!! But like
my first hand wanted, | want Tori stories!

If you are with my first hand then you may want to stay away from this book. The stories are very random,
seem to not follow any chronological order, and are told in avery banal fashion. One chapter towards the end
of the book includes snippets her friends wanted her to tell of her life. Picture that person you work with who
tells those stories they find to be hilarious but you are stuck with a you-had-to-be-there feeling - that is this
chapter. The whole book tries so hard to show a side of Candy we would never know to refute Tori's books.
After Tori makes claims about Candy cheating on Aaron Spelling towards the end and forcing Tori to do
things she didn't want to (what mother didn't?) Candy had to change her public image somehow. | just don't
think this book did her any justice. But then again, | tend to not feel bad for someone who cried for a chapter
about how she would ever scale down her possessionsto live in a 17,000 sguare foot house from a 50,000
some odd foot house. My 769 square foot apartment has never |looked so good.

L aurel-Rain says

“Stories from Candyland” is an unexpected and seemingly forthright tale of awoman, raised in the fifties to



be the best wife and mother she could be, who is catapulted into a Hollywood dream life. She describes
herself asa“shy girl,” one who fantasized about movie stars and the Hollywood life, and who pored over
movie magazines as a teenager.

Told in an organized fashion, this tale glides over the various aspects of this fairytale existence; she very
deftly skirts the parenting issues, focusing on the guidance provided to mothers of her day — Dr. Spock, for
one — and even offers quotes from his“Baby and Child Care” that “the perfect parent had yet to see the light
of day.”

She occasionally mentions the very public conflicts aired by her daughter, but instead of going into themin
any depth, she simply states that she did the best she could and that if there are issues, she wishes her
daughter would address them with her personally. Perhaps thisis simply a case of each person having a
different view of events.

Clearly, Mrs. Spelling chose to take domesticity to the heights of excellence — there are several chapters
devoted to how she decorated and organized their outsized home, including how she managed the social life
of avery successful man — and there is a chapter dedicated to her various collections. She even strikes a
humorous tone here by demonstrating how her collections are extreme, but well-organized and archived
even, but that she is not one who “hoards’ objects (Thiswas in response to an Oprah show she saw on
“hoarders’).

In the final chapter, she shares aletter to her grandchildren (born to her daughter Tori Spelling), and then
follows this up with some of her favorite recipes.

In some ways, this author (who described herself as having experienced the “sixties” much differently from
many) is another version of the generation in which | grew up — not a protester, she chose to smooth things
over; she opted for alife of visua “confection” by surrounding herself with beautiful objects and beautiful
people. She made her choices, and in the end, she states that: “I think my baby boomer generation grew up
during one of the most fascinating, exciting, and confusing times in history, and | wouldn't trade what |’ ve
learned and done for anything.”

Her choices were not the same as some of the rest of us made, but they were definitely her choices to make.
Recommended reading for anyone who wants to indulge in a peek into a glamorous, yet sometimes fishbowl

world —aworld of paparazzi and celebrity stalking and the very public airing of one’s personal life. If for no
other reason than to be grateful NOT to be part of thisworld!

Jennifer says

Had there been a half option, | would have opted for 1.5 stars. While the book was not horrible, | just was
not that into it. | wanted to give Candy a "fair shake" and get her side of things on what Tori had published in
her books. | found this book to dig at Tori, often at odd times. Tori seemed to be more objective than her
mother. This may be because | like Tori better than her mother. Candy also seemed to complain about her
life with Aaron, and how she had to go to all these Hollywood events, partys, award shows, how she had to



be the perfect "trophy" wife, had large houses with staff, etc. Cry me ariver. Not absolutely horrible, but
definatley not my favorite.

Lindsay says

| really tried to give thisafair shake. Now | just dislike Candy Spelling more than before. Thisisavery
bizarrely organized book, and considering it was ghostwritten, it could have been much better. Isit so wrong
to write an autobigraphy in alogical order?

And sheisso clearly livid at Tori and made all sorts of passive aggressive comments.

Needless to say, I'm sure thisis abestseller and I'm grateful to the LA Public Library for buying thisso |
could read it.

Vicki says

| have read both of Tori's books and | was curious to read about Candy's version. | picked this one up with
and open mind and tried not to be influenced by too many reviews. It seems that most people who have read
Candy Spelling's memoir tend to give it more negative reviews than positive. | read this book for
entertainment purposes and to hear what Candy had to say about her life. | was not going into this hoping to
read the best work of literature ever published, nor did | have any unrealistic expectations. With that said |
need to review this book for what it simply is. It is the story of awoman who becomes a celebrity through
marriage.

Growing up | was afan of Dynasty, The Love Boat and occasionally watched Fantasy Island. As| entered
my teenage years | was a 90210 and Melrose Place fan. | looked forward to watching a new episode each
week and | loved dl that the shows had to offer. | knew Aaron Spelling was a very successful producer and
his family was often talked about. Candy Spelling makes it a point to mention throughout that Aaron was one
of the most successful and wealthy Hollywood producers. She also briefly mentions her "complicated"
relationship with Tori, and of course she talks about their 70,000 plus square foot Mansion.

If you don't think you care to know about the lavish life she led, then don't read this book. If your looking for
aquick read and an inside look at the Spelling legacy then pick it up. Thisis not the best book | ever read,
but it wasn't the worst either. | think that the reviewers who bash her for writing this book do it
unnecessarily. Itisnot al that bad and it is pure entertainment.




