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From Reader Review The Immortal Prince for online ebook

Mihir says

This is a series which I have liked and the first book is very deceptive in its approach. The story begins by
introducing the readers to Arkady, Stellan and Cayal. Ordinarily this would be a run-of-the-mill fantasy that I
would avoid like the plague, but with this being written by Jennifer Fallon, it takes on a whole another level.

This book is set in a world wherein Immortals ruled the world and threatened its existence many times over.
These immortals are called Tide Lords and Cayal says he's one of them. This sets the stage when he's
threatened to be executed and the execution doesn't go as well as planned. Arkady is brought in to take his
confession and possibly evaluate him mentally. Then Cayal recounts his past and thats when the story truly
gets crazy.

An awesome story that has many clues planted within the story and readers should pay close attention as
they will come into play in the later part of the series. A terrific opener and one which is deceptive and yet
alluring. Read The Immortal Prince (and the rest of the Tide Lords series) to see why Jennifer Fallon is such
a terrific storyteller.

Elena says

Joy! This is exactly the kind of fantasy I love most: imaginative, pretty cruel and ambitious in its scope.
We've just discoverd it and Fallon's world is already about to get a truly rude awakening: The Tide Lords are
ready to make their comeback after long years of hiding, and you can bet they won't be gentle about claiming
back what they believe is rightfully theirs (spoiler: everything).

Fallon's take on immortality is quite possibly the best I've read so far: and believe me, as an UF / PNR
reader, I've had my fair share of immortals. But Fallon's are exactly what I'd expect some people randomly
granted immortality would be like: a bunch of mindlessly cruel pieces of shit. Bored, petty, vain, immoral,
lazy, mildly curious to test the limits of their powers but too indifferent and indolent to be serious about it,
going through the motion of a life ultimately devoid of real meaning, bent on taking their pleasures wherever
and however they can rather than build anything lasting or even slightly meaningful. Awesome! And believe
me, Fallon doesn't shy away from anything: if you can imagine something absolutely awful, completely
amoral, utterly debased - well, these guys did it over and over again. Then they did it some more, given that
they have a lot of time on their hands. Listening to Cayal, the titular Immortal Prince, telling the story of his
numerous and varied atrocities in such a dispassionate, matter-of-fact voice is a truly chilling experience.

The magic system is barely sketched so far - but Fallon tells us everything we need to know to fully
appreciate the danger these immortal assholes pose to... well, everything, really: time and time again they
plummeted civilizations back to the Stone Age, unleashing one catastrophe after another while bickering
with each other. Too bad nowadays nobody believes magic to be real and the Tide Lords are all but long
forgotten. Their elemental magic - and the source of their immortality - is Tide-based: men have been ruling
for thousands of years taking advantage of the Vanishing Tide, when the magic leaves our world and the
immortals are forced to lay low. Now the Tide is coming back and humanity is about to discover that maybe
the silly old myths hold some truth in them after all.



Characterization is great all around and Fallon does a wonderful job diversifying the various species:
humans, immortals and Crasii (an enslaved race resulted from the blend of human and animal whose nature,
magical or the simple outcome of evolution, is at the center of the imminent power-shift and the war for
supremacy that's looming on the horizon) all have their own specific voices.

I loved it.
So why that meagre three stars rating, you ask?

Welll.

Ok, admittedly Fallon had a lot to do in this first book - introducing the worldbuilding, establishing
characters' personalities and motives, set in place future coalitions. I get it, it's just the beginning of a series
that promises to have a very large narrative scope, lots of players and high stakes for everyone involved.

But.

*rant spoilers below*

I could get over Stellan's blind love for Jaxyn. It isn't a particularly well-written piece of storytelling, in my
opinion - especially since Fallon has previously established him as a smart, responsible, conscientious and
practical man and Jaxyn as a dangerous, reckless, slimy weasel everyone but Stellan despises - but it has its
merits: I'm definitely sympathetic of Stellan's situation - a gay duke in a country where homosexual
relationships aren't "merely" frowned upon but expressly forbidden; I understand his need to have something
of his own, be free to be who he really is and, just like everyone else, find love or simply a good lay; and the
whole plot-line gave Fallon the chance to show us Stellan and Arkady's friendship and partnership, which
was one of my favorite aspect of the book. Still, it could have been handled better, maybe by simply have
Jaxyn be a slightly less obviously opportunistic piece of shit.

I can also get past the whole crazy, unbelievable plan Arkady comes up with for testing Cayan's claim of
immortality and/or freeing him before Declan, the king's spymaster, can torture the truth out of him. It's pure
OTT stuff and you can see it ending as it inevitably does from miles away, but it has some entertainment
value nonetheless.

What seriously got all my hackles up - just ask my poor buddy-readers how much I ranted over it - is the
Arkady & Cayal's romance. Not that I minded it, per se - quite the contrary, actually: I'm just baffled by the
way it played out. I mean, that the guy you're lusting after is telling you how he spent the last eight thousand
years destroying civilizations, murdering and enslaving people, raping countless women, unleashing the
elements on the planet when in a bad mood and giving birth to a race of slaves thanks to some horrifying
bio-engineering experiments that required him to rape (again, yes: but we're told he was pretty gentle about
it) his slaves, forcibly impregnating them so that, when the time was right, he could stuff a random animal
fetus inside them and magically blend it with the human one... wait, where was I? Oh, yes - I'd expect stuff
like this to curb a lady's enthusiasm, at least a little. Apparently I'm a squeamish little chicken: Arkady is
made of sterner stuff.

Because, honestly - I want you despite your potbelly.
I want you despite you being a serial rapist? Hmm.

There's a reason pnr authors are pretty evasive when they have to describe the hot vampire Viking's past,
unless they're deliberately angling for a dark romance or something: no one wants to read how the romantic



lead spent years gleefully raping underage peasant girls whenever the right mood struck him, no matter how
realistic that is. It just doesn't put one in the right mood for kissy times. If an author wants to feature this type
of backstory for one of her characters, I'd expect the gravity of it to be acknowledged.

Fallon decides instead to offer us a perfectly serviceable reason why Arkady can't take her eyes off Cayal's
sculpted abs and smoldering eyes despite the horror(s) of his tale and why she's making her best heart-shaped
eyes emoji impression rather than jumping out the closest window to escape him: we thought she was frigid,
you see - that's what several characters implied anyway - but *collective sight of relief because, serioulsy, a
frigid woman? Ewww! Gross! Unnatural!* she'd been abused for years by a family friend. Hear that, people?
Not frigid, severely traumatized! But now, faced with the Immortal Hunk, in the midst of a bizarre,
potentially dangerous situation - and after reassurances that Cayal's pretty good in the sack - she's finally
ready to leave it all behind! Hurrah!!!

Well, sorry but - fu*k this.
I simply can't take Cayal seriously as a love interest - not in the space of a three-days long narrative, not
straight after what he told Arkady about himself and not simply thanks to the fact that Arkady thinks he's hot
and his eyes are full of sadness; and explaining away what - to me, at least - seems like a weak, hardly
plausible and forced romantic plotline with Arkady's tragic history of abuse is a cheap, lazy writing trick -
one too often used. I'm getting fed up with authors turning to sexual abuse as a writing prop to get out of a
pinch: think of something else to make your characters thick, people.

*end rant spoilers*

'kay, now that I got it out of my system, I'm all ready for book #2. What can I say, I'm coherent like that - I
really shouldn't judge Arkady after all.

Read for the 2018 MacHalo Reading Challenge (aka MMFBCE™): Elementalist.

Steph says

I bought The Immortal Prince in Australia during summer 2007. I was looking for something that looked
undemanding enough to make for good travel reading and also carried the store's "local author!" tag. I hadn't
heard of Jennifer Fallon before, but the first chapter seemed nicely written, so I picked this up.

The Immortal Prince felt like the first book in a series (and it is) -- the plot is just beginning to unfold, there
isn't any great emotional crescendo, and the ending is left wide open (though it didn't feel very cliffhanger-
y). Nevertheless it was an enjoyable story with some clever worldbuilding and plot elements; I definitely felt
the series was going in a good direction.

Unfortunately the book won't be released in the States until 2008, and who knows when the rest of the series
will be published. Anyone traveling to Australia soon? :)



Felicia says

I broke my "e-book only" rule and ordered this because it looked like I would really enjoy it, and I did
indeed! It has a great epic fantasy feel to it, but the characters are very well fleshed out and enjoyable. The
conceit of these extremely dis-compassionate and capricious immortal figures was very intriguing, and all
the "king-capades" (as I like to call this genre) were interesting because the characters aren't totally cookie-
cutter. Will read the next two for sure! (FOR SOME REASON 2 and 3 ARE PURCHASABLE IN E-BOOK!
GRR!)

Carol. says

This book was a struggle for me, from start to finish. The overall feel is a book that feels like it's paving the
way for other, more exciting events in upcoming books. Most human characters were sort of stereotypical
with a twist; the "ice duchess" and academic, intelligent, unaware of her perfect beauty and starved for love;
the immortal "prince," who's actually the good-looking rogue who hasn't fully seen the error of his ways; the
honorable duke, trying to do the best for the people under his care, who is hiding his gay lover. There is very
little action besides talking for at least half the book, but a lot of court intrigue.

Magic is virtually non-existent, at least in the present timeline of the book. What is driving the story is the
return of the Immortals, some of whom will be capable of magic--in the future. The concept of an immortal
race living among a human one is not particularly new; it was done most notably by Roger Zelazny in Lords
of Light. The premise is interesting, but for the most part, we meet the Lords through The Immortal Prince
sharing memories with Arkady. Fallon's interesting twist is a tide of magic ebbing and flows. The lords,
while immortal, they exist more like mortals in terms of magic or abilities while the magic is gone.

The other unique aspect to the story is the story of the slave race, although in actuality, its a number of
'species' for lack of a better term. Surviving in current days are the Crasii; canine, feline and amphibian like
beings who are genetically programmed to obey orders of the Tide Lords. The exception is the Scards, who
somehow have the ability to resist lords. Our perfect heroine and Duke already supported improved Crasii
rights; once we realize they can also fight against lords, it becomes obvious that this will lead to a battle in
upcoming books, with the potential for Crasii to gain emancipation.

Overall, while it might be written well, the high melodrama with very little fantastical elements (barring the
Crasii, which aren't particularly original when you realize their animal natures are a philosophical prop) just
isn't an enjoyable read for me.

Bryan Giger says

This is an excellent start for the Tide Lord’s quartet. Here, Fallon blends as great deal of magic, romance,
and adventure plus her signature touch of politics together. The book also has a plot that I have never read
before. The Immortal Prince is a book that would keep the reader guessing at its many unexpected twists and
turns.
The opening paragraph of the book already captivates the reader with its unique storyline. Cayal the
immortal prince of legend was looking for a way to die or close to it so he commits a crime that would land
him on the chopping block. At a turn of events, he gets hanged and survives it. As a result, Cayal lands



himself in a maximum security prison cell with a crasii (type of slave) named Warlock in front of him. This
is when the duchess, Arkady, who is an expert in history goes to talk to him and undo his story. During her
visits, Arkady becomes more and more exasperated as she cannot find any faults in Cayal’s story while
Warlock confirms its authenticity. Arkady then becomes captivated by Cayal that she eventually releases
Cayal from his prison illegally to prove his claims. This is when all hell breaks loose.
As the story unfolds, the many pieces of the puzzle slowly and subtly fall into place, as it dawns
understanding on the reader. This feature would keep the reader’s eyes glued to the book from start to end.

Emily says

The Immortal Prince by Jennifer Fallon
*****4.5*****

What happens when an eight thousand year old immortal is tired of living and wants to die?

That is the main premise of Ms. Fallon's first book in the Tide Lords series. I had read this series years ago
but can't believe how much I had forgotten.

I didn't find that there was an excess of world building (at least not in the present) but the characters in the
story were so fleshed out and real I loved it.

Cayal, the Immortal Prince, tries to have himself beheaded so that (even though he can't die - he is immortal
after all) he would at least not be able to remember anything about his previous eight thousand years of life,
and to him that's almost as good as death. The problem is, the headsman is on vacation of all things and so
Cayal (posing as murderer Kyle Lakesh) is to be hanged instead. Well that just doesn't work for our
Immortal Prince, hanging won't do anything. When he fails to die, an academic is called in by the King's
spymaster to verify if Kyle is insane or not (being insane would allow him to escape another attempted
killing).

Enter Arkady Desean - historian and strikingly intelligent woman with her own basket of pain and secrets.
Arkady does not believe in magic, and certainly not in immortals who can wield it. She is called in to prove
that he is not insane, but rather a spy for a neighboring kingdom. But Arkady gets far more than she
bargained for when she can't seem to trip Cayal up on any of his story points.

The scope is vast, and I just know there is going to be some epic stuff happening in the next books. The Tide
is on it's way back in, which means the Immortals who can wield the Tide (eight of twenty two if memory
serves) will find their powers coming back soon and also their desire to rule the world.

With a mix of mounting political intrigue, strange hybrid animal-humans who are compelled to serve the
Tide Lords and storytelling about how the Immortals came to be and what they have done over the course of
thousands and thousands of years this was a book that I had trouble putting down.

I dock half a star only because some of the subject matter made me a little bit uncomfortable. Mass murders,
forced suicides and rape all reared their ugly heads in this book and I never really like that sort of cruelty. It
was refreshing however to see an authour who had really thought out her Immortal characters and made them
very real. They were humans before and they are still humans now only they can't die. They are fallible and



petty and even the best of them can be corrupted and then have eternity to live with the shame and the
memories. I found the fact that the Immortals can in fact still be hurt but not killed to be really intriguing.

I highly recommend most of Ms. Fallon's works and look forward to reading the rest of this series with my
friends at BB&B.

Robin (Bridge Four) says

4.5 What Would Cayal Do Stars

Jennifer Fallon is

You know when you read an author and love a series by them so you decide ‘Hey I’ll read something else by
them from their earlier works’ and then you are so disappointed because the other series was better or both
series seem the same? Well that was not the issue here at all.

I was impressed

This story so far is completely different than The Second Sons trilogy. I love the fresh take on immortals and
what would happen when one ready to die but can’t.

There are so many great things going on and it was refreshing to get an immortal that wasn’t all good or bad
but mostly in a state of ambivalence about everything. He has done some nice things in the 8000+ years he
has been alive, but he has also done some completely atrocious things as well. It was great to listen to his
story and remember that he is downplaying all the horrible things even as he tells you how horrible they
were.

I like many of the characters. Arkady was probably my favorite. She is playing a part, her entire life a lie.
She married a man, a duke no less to save her father. But he is a man with zero attraction to women and
Arkady helps him keep his secret from the King and society.

I like them, they are a great couple. Sure they aren’t in love, but there is love between them and a great
friendship. In this marriage Arkady gets freedom to study and learn and he gets a cover story so that he can
diddle a dude without loosing face in society.

The mythos that is being created in this is fantastic. You have a set of immortals that when magic is in the
world are terrible and pretty much make slaves of all human society. When that magic is gone they lay low
and become forgotten until the magic tide returns. The Crasii (Animan Human Hybrids) are a very interesting
twist to the story. The way they were made, the way they are treated by the humans as slaves and how
dangerous they could be if they switched sides and decided to rise up against their masters. This could get
good. Warlock and Boots are a great addition to the story and I really love them as a couple.



With great history to the story, multiple immortals in play, a cabal set on destroying them and an army of
animal human hybrids this series has a lot of potential. If this is even a hint at how good the rest of the series
is I am all in.

Looking forward to the next in the series.

The Gods of Amyrantha - Starting May 11th
The Palace of Impossible Dreams - Starting May 30
The Chaos Crystal - Starting Jun 15

Laure says

This is a book I read a year ago. I found the first part of the book very entertaining due to the unusal premise
and characters. However, I found it hard to finish it as it 'sags' somewhat in the middle.
I have not yet continued on the second book in the series. Will do so soon with the hope it picks up again.

Damali says

I hate to give a Fallon book three stars, but there it is. I was hoping this book would get me out of the funky
mood I've been in, but it didn't. So, is it me? Am I just not in the mood to accept a new series? I can't even
really point out any hufw flaws with this book. I didn't connect with any of the characters. I didn't like the
way it was set up, that it kept going back in the past, in a first-person narrative, but I wasn't allowed to
experience or be a part of the story. Arkady kept going back to the prison to visit the immortal prince. Sigh.
There was a side story with the Crasii that was sort of interesting, but it panned out to nothing. Even when
the Immortal Prince was talking about how they created them, I didn't feel connected. When there were
certain revelations and some of the characters hooked up, I still felt empty. The story wasn't that interesting.

The Second Sons Trilogy and the Medalon series were both action-packed with interesting characters that I
could both love and hate. Everyone was always dashing off everywhere. There were wars, so much political
intrigue that I was rubbing my hands together in anticipation. Second Sons, the plot was so perfect that I'm
still wondering how she did it.

This book had none of that. Oh, well. I'll have to check out her other series when they become available in
ebook form. And I'll finish this series. Just not now.

Sarah says

This book was a complete cheesy romance. I don't think I've ever read a "romantic fantasy" before so maybe
I'm being a bit too hard on the genre, but really. The whole book was 100% predictable to the point of being
laughable. The characters were absolutely one dimensional with little to no depth. Any time the story would
start going anywhere, there would be a chapter or two of reminiscing in the midst of it, making me feel like I
was taking one step forward and two steps back the whole time I was reading.

As for the story, here you go:



Perfect but downtrodden female finds a perfect but suicidal male who has some outrageous claim. Perfect
female is determined to disprove perfect male's claim but ends up falling in love instead.

That's fine and good, if you like that kind of thing, great. Good on you, but this had to be one of the most
depthless books I've read in a long, long time. Maybe I just don't see the art in it. I didn't even think the
writing was that great.

If you are a romantic fantasy fan, you'll probably like this. As for me, it left me with a sour taste in my mouth
and wishing I could get a few hours of my life back.

Monica says

I love the premise of this book, and it was really hard to put down

Amy says

I though this was a great start to a new series about the Tide Lords, immortals that have been out of power
and sight for so long that the human population of the world doesn't remember they exist. It reminded me a
lot of Greek and Roman mythology where the gods squabble with each other and wreak havoc on humans in
the process.

Much of the plot revolves around Arkady Desean, an academic and wife of the Duke, trying to figure out if a
prisoner who didn't die at his hanging is really insane or an immortal as he claims. Add to this Declan
Hawkes, the King's spymaster and an old friend of Arkady, her husband Stellan's secrets, a slightly
boneheaded prince, a secret society, and the half human/half animal Crasii and you have an interesting mix
of characters and plotlines.

This book started out a little slower than what I remember of Fallon's other series. While it was a good
introduction to the characters, world, and legends that are necessary for the series, I would have appreciated
a little more action as opposed to political maneuvering. However, in the last fourth of the book, the various
plot threads come together to set up what should be an really intriguing series.

And after looking here I'm a little irritated that I'm going to have to wait a until July for the next book and
then a year for each of the next 2 books when they're already published in Australia!

Ubiquitousbastard says

A little wordy would be my complaint. The beginning dragged, especially with so many different characters
introduced at once.
Still, an interesting concept of magic (the whole tide thing sort of makes sense) and the storytelling overall
was pretty good. Okay, fine, I kept thinking Time Lord instead, but that's me. For now I'd say this is a bit
above average fantasy, but that could change with the next book, depending on how the author handles it.
Also, don't like the anthromorphs. I just don't.



joy *the clean-reader extraordinaire* says

there is absolutely no reason for anyone to read my thoughts about this book, as this is going to be a RANT,
not a review.

why on EARTH does half the the focus of this book have to be a homosexual duke? i mean, really, diversity
in fiction is fine -- though a little forewarning would've been appreciated. but the whole situation is utterly
ridiculous. he has a wife, who we are repeatedly told is the most beautiful woman ever, but he only wants his
lover. the WIFE, on the other hand, is totally loyal to him, as well as being intelligent and understanding. in
six years, they have not produced the all-important heir because despite marrying her, the poor poor duke
just can't bring himself to do the necessary deed. are you kidding me? and his drop-dead gorgeous wife
offers to do it in the dark, from the back, not making a sound... just to not disgust him????? what???? i'm
sorry, but that just doesn't work for me. it was a sorry and unpleasant surprise to discover such over-the-top
garbage in what looked like a decent book.

what a waste of a great concept and talented writer.

Lina Al-Midfa says

If you liked Jennifer Fallon's work, then you'll definitely enjoy The Immortal Prince.

Looking forward to a decapitation execution, Cayal (The Immortal Prince, or so he claims) wants to die.
Guilty for the murder of seven men, his fate is sealed. He is to be executed, but unfortunately, the
executioner is on vacation, so he has to settle for a normal hanging.

When the hanging goes wrong, for Cayal simply does not die, he is sent to Lebec Prison; Recidivists' Row,
reserved for the most dangerous criminals in the continent of Glaeba.

Here is where the story starts to unravel, when the Duchess of Lebec, the Lady Arkady Desean, an expert
historian, is sent to interrogate Cayal and find out if he truly is who he claims to be.

If you want to know more, then you better go and buy the book! Trust me you won't regret it if you're a fan
of Jennifer Fallon. And for those of you who haven't read her work, then I would suggest starting with her
Demon Child Triogy. The first in the trilogy is Medalon.

My favourite character in this novel however, is without a doubt, Cayal. The story goes back and forth in
time, Cayal's past is revealed while he is being interrogated by Lady Arkady. And what a past it is, from how
he became immortal to the successful breeding of the Crasii slaves. His story touched me, in more ways than
one, making me turn the pages faster than I thought I would. He introduces us to some unforgettable
characters with some surprises along the way.

The great thing about it is I can't wait to read the second in this quartet, The Gods of Amyrantha.



Read this book, you won't regret it.

Tiffany says

Well, sadly I finished the first book in this series. Mostly because I enjoyed it until the end. I really didn't
want it to end. I did guess some of the twists, but some of them I didn't see coming, too much.

Her main character, the Duchess, does quite well in defining herself through the book. Or rather, it's trying to
define herself as an academic, and prove herself, in a world filled with men thinking woman are good just for
babies. But factor into this the fact that magic is real, and the man she is questioning isn't insane, but in fact a
Tide Lord able to manipulate magic like a demigod. Well, it is a mixture of myth turned real. Even if the
myth is made-up for a made-up planet/world.

I liked this one as much as her other books. I really like the way her writing pulls you through the story. You
can't put this one down if you like Romance Novels. It is a blend of a good romance and a fantasy book. I've
already placed the next in the series on order. Hope it comes soon.

Choko says

*** 4.25 ***

First off, let me start by recommending that you guys read the awesome reviews of Sarah and Elena, before
we continue with my humble opinion:) Great, right?

 "...“Kyle Lakesh, citizen of Caelum. You are charged with and have been found guilty of seven counts of
heinous murder…”
As opposed to any other sort of murder, Cayal retorted silently, his anger welling up. The headsman’s on
vacation? Are they kidding me?"..."

This is how we are introduced to Cayal, a self-proclaimed Tide Lord, an immortal and very suicidal at the
moment. The plan to get his head chopped off, so when it regrows he would be free of his past memories and
start with no more guilt and regrets, has been thwarted by the headsman executioner being on family
bereavement leave and the prison is left with the hangman and the noose. Sadly, none of his jailers realize
that a broken neck and some anaerobic hanging would only inconvenience one of his kind, but the ultimate
prize of death would still not be achieved. See, Ms. Fallon is not kidding when she creates her immortals -
they are not only not capable of dying, but they regenerate no matter what, and their curse is true immortality
.... and getting to live with yourself for all that time... And playing games of destruction and abominations
with the other 21 immortals, perpetrating hell on the regular humans for fun and entertainment... Part of
those 22 immortals are Tide Lords, those who are able to connect with the tidal magical energies which ab
and flow with abundance or none at all... Many such high tides have come and gone in the past 8-9 thousand
years, but for the last thousand in has been no tide, the magical energy that gives them their gods-like power
missing from the world, and regular humans have had time to not only establish their cultures and power-
structures, but have almost forgotten about the lords of the Tide and have relegated them to the mythology of
the non-human slave races. Yeah, I mentioned how the bored immortals dabbled into abominations - yep,
they created species of half-human, half-any animal they could think of hybrids, of which they mostly stuck



with feline, canine, and some amphibian species, with which they had most success in producing thinking
and obedient slaves. Those slaves called Crasii, are now working for the humans, but they remember and
fear the inevitable return of their creators. ...

 "..."The eagerness of dogs to please their masters was the reason the Tide Lords chose to blend dogs and
humans into household slaves in the first place, Jaxyn knew."..."

I want to strangle that asshole!!! But I digress...

So, we come to the main characters. The Duke, Stellan Desean, next in line for the throne after the crowned
prince, but with a secret that could get him executed in this culture. The Duchess, Arkady Desean, young,
beautiful and smart, wants to be taken seriously as a historian, married for a while and no children yet on the
horizon... Which leads us to Jaxyn, the handsome and very charming kennel master ( = slave master), who is
the Duke's secret - his homosexual lover! *gasp*... Yes, in this culture, this is considered a crime worth a
death penalty, so Arkady is Stellan's willing and knowing beard. Only the king and his spy-master, Declan
Hawkes, a childhood friend of Arkady's, are starting to wonder if there is a problem in the marriage and are
pressing for that much needed ducal heir. Declan comes by the household and asks Arkady, in her capacity
as a historian and a mythology enthusiast, to go to the prison and speak with the already recovered from his
hanging Cayal, who insists he is a Tide Lord and immortal and needs to be decapitated. The spy-master is
concerned that he might be a Caelum spy, trying to generate some mischief with their kingdom as a
retaliation to a perceived insult. Since we all know Tide Lords are a myth for the uneducated slaves...

 "...“He suggested he might be willing to father an heir for me.”
Arkady didn’t even look up from her papers. “I hope you told him I’d rather have rusty needles stuck in
my eyeballs.” ....

.... “Can I come to your room tonight?” “Only if you fancy being castrated.” “I’m serious, Arkady.” “So
am I, Jaxyn,” she assured him, stepping away from his hand."..."

Ahhh, the beauty of attempting to create a ducal hair... I do love Arkady!!!

This book is full of court intrigue and machinations, not so much magic as of yet, but the tidal energy started
to return as the books was ending. It is a set-up introduction to this world, and I think the author did an
amazing job getting us hooked on the story and characters. I understand some of my friends feeling very
uncomfortable with an otherwise smart and likable character falling in love or even lust with one of those
monsters, especially since she is given the true picture of their depravity and mass murdering history, little-
to-no consciousness and complete lack of empathy or care for anything or anyone but themselves. I got the
same feeling about their immortal squabbles that I get when I watch the mega-movies about the superheroes,
who get in a fight among each-other and destroy cities and continents without even noticing... What about
the regular folks who have to pick-up the pieces and try to figure out a way to move on? We know how the
world seems to stop when a major tragedy happens somewhere, those "squabbles" are hundreds of times
more destructive, and people clap after "the good guy" wins... Ghhhhrrrrrr!!! Well, at least on the surface it
looks like one of them is somewhat remorsefull and looking for a way to end it all for himself...

 "...“Solitude is an interesting companion. It is both enemy and friend, comforter and tormentor. I spent a
lot of time in Dun Cinzci's meat locker trying to decide which. Fortunately, when I tired of solitude, I had
guilt to keep me company. Guilt is an even more interesting acquaintance than solitude, let me tell you.
Solitude is a harsh but essentially benign attendant. Guilt, on the other hand, is a living, breathing
creature, cruel and remorseless. It eats you from the inside out; devours what little hope you have left. It



feeds on you, growing stronger with every accursed replayed memory, every useless recrimination." ~
Cayal, The Immortal Prince”..."

I will strongly recommend this book and this author to all those who love classic Fantasy with a bit of a
twist. It is a world worth learning about!:)

Now I wish you all Happy Reading and may you always find what you Need in the pages of a Good Book!!!

Lorena says

That was the trouble with hiding for a thousand years. People forgot about you. Or they twisted
your story around so much they turned you into a myth; they scorned your very existence until
you began to wonder if you were real, or just a figment of your own imagination.

In this fantastical world, Jennifer Fallon blends fantasy, magic, romance and politics together to form a
wonderful and fantastical story. With great characterization this story really comes to life. It's the first book
in the series and there is not much adventure in itself or even epic fantasy in this book, the exception being
Cayal the Immortal Prince's stories. The main focus of this first book is on introducing the reader to this
world and to the history of the Tide Lords, which Cayal narrates as the story progresses to Arkady, the
Duchess of Lebec who is tasked with proving Cayal as a spy of a rival country.
The reader is introduced to the politics that govern this world, their history and their belief system, the social
dynamics that make up this world and of course their legends of the Tide Lords. It does however lead up to
an amazing setting for the rest of the books.

Cayal the Immortal Prince is weary of his immortality and seeks a way to die, or at least to lose his
memories. He plans to get himself beheaded, but is hanged instead - which he survives.

Only an optimist would think it possible for an immortal to find a way to die.

The twist of an immortal, who wants nothing more than to be mortal, is rather original and an interesting
perspective. There is also a great deal of romance between Cayal and Arkady, whose stubborn belief that the
immortal Tide Lords are nothing but a legend, gets rather annoying after a while. Another interesting story
arc is that of the crasii, a magically blended race of human and animal, which were created by the Tide Lords
specifically to be their slaves.

All in all I enjoyed this book, even if it was at times a little slow, and I will definitely be reading the second
book that has an amazing premise:

In this world the Tide Lords, with their immortality and god-like powers, have been written off as nothing
but a legend, as they have been in hiding during the "low tide" during which they are powerless. This
however, is about to change as the tide changes.

“We’re not the ignorant fools our forefathers were, just waiting for the immortals to come



along and show us the way. They’ve been gone a very long time. We’re smarter now, more
capable of defending ourselves against them.”

✘✘ Sarah ✘✘ (former Nefarious Breeder of Murderous Crustaceans) says

?Let's See How Much Malevolent Villainy and Evil Scheming Fallon Can Pack Into This One Buddy
Read (LSHMMVaESFCPITOBR™) with my fellow BB&B Falloniacs Choko, Elena, Emily and Robin?

Actual rating: 4.38598744 stars.

Okay, this better not take long because I just finished The Bloody Shrimping Ninth Rain and need to start
The Bloody Shrimping Bitter Twins now the day before yesterday so cup the crap to the max try I shall.

“What’s going on here? You’re supposed to behead me.” “The executioner’s on vacation,” the
disinterested voice informed him. He’d killed seven men to get here. Seven worthless humans to get himself
beheaded. And the flanking headsman’s on vacation!

This is quite outrageous, I must say! You skewer puny humans to get your lovely little lead a teensy bit
chopped off, and the bloody headman is off frolicking our lord shrimp only knows where?! Totally
unacceptable! Really, my Little Barnacles, if you thought it sucked big fishing time to be you (aka the most
boring arthropods of them all) that's only because you've never walked in a suicidal, immoral and slightly
immortal prince's shoes. Now that is a real pain in the pincers as far as exoskeletonache-inducing
predicaments are concerned, if you ask me. And I think it makes our poor little Cayal—aka MY Suicidal
One (MSO™), aka the guy who might quite possibly find himself a little bit locked up in MY High Security
Harem pronto and stuff—here kinda sorta feels a little like this sometimes:

You can stop hitting yourself now, dear boy. I have a feeling this won't help much in the kill-my-little-self-
dead department, either.

So it is with much glee and joyful elation this Sorry No Beheading Today Thingie (SNBTT™) that this
somewhat wondrous story begins. And it is somewhat wondrous. I think. I mean, how else would you
qualify a most blissfully jovial tale about a bunch of evil, tyrannical, egotistical, cruel, a little batshit
crazy, sectarian, backstabbing, full of themselves, bored, gloriously fished–up, scheming homicidal
maniac-type immortals? Well I guess you also could say it is moderately scrumptious. And relatively
stupendous. And vaguely magnificent. Yeah, that too. Why use such superlatively superlative adjectives,
you ask? Because what Jennifer Fallon of the Slightly Amazing Second Sons Trilogy (JFofSASST™) did
here is create the Mostest Originalest Fascinatingest Complexest and Bestest Fleshed Out Immortals
(MOFCaBFOI™) of them all. Yes she did. Not only that, the world this delightful charming clique evolves
in is slightly luscious, too. Yes it is. Because magic in this world ebbs and flows like the tide: when the
Tide is low, the Fairly Unbalanced Immortal Gang (FUIG™) lays, well, um, low and stuff. Biding their
nefarious time and stuff. But when the Tide is high they have fun playing vile, malevolent overlords, more
or less enslaving the pathetic plebe, generally making puny humans' lives hell and slaughtering them by the
millions to pass time and stuff. Pretty much what I do day in day out, in other words. Which might partly
explain why I liked this book a little and stuff.



Now, I know what you're thinking. "Poor puny humans, sob sob sob," you say to your little barnacled selves.
Well worry you not for the humans in this story might be puny, but in Glorious Fallon Fashion (GFF™),
they have nothing to envy the FUIG™ when it comes to scheming and lying and having secrets and
ulterior motives, and being egotistical bitches and scumbags and stuff. Which is a little yummy,
obviously. And you want to know what's even yummier? The puny humans are so vile they even have their
very own slaves! How cool is that?! And the slaves are Animal Human Hybrid Thingies (AHHT™), too!
And not your typical, lamely boring were-type creatures, at that! Nope nope nope. They are splendidly
sensational spoiler spoiler spoilers! And I can't wait for them to turn on the puny humans and beat the fish
out of them! Because ?revolution? = fun times and stuff! Also, I want to kidnap adopt them all! Because
they will make the best play mates for my murderous babies! And a great addition to my nefarious armies,
too! Crasii for the win and stuff!

Now in case this wasn't marvelous enough, Fallon added: a reasonably smashing heroine  who tells it
like it is and has potential kick-ass abilities, a gay duke with a secret scumbag lover, a potentially harem-
worthy spymaster, an inconspicuous old lady with lovely hair dye jobs, treacherous everything and
everyone, lovey dovey crap I miraculously managed to survive, political intrigues galore (Glorious Fallon
Fashion™ times again!) and bloody shrimping amphibian-towed ships. Also, barnacles. Whose presence
alone justifies my rating, obviously.

Hey now, have some respect, will you?! Barnacles might be stupid, but they hold a special place in my black,
withered heart. Sometimes.

➽ And the moral of this Jennifer Fallon Worked Her Evil Witchery Again Which Means that Robin
and I Both Enjoyed the Same Book Again Which Means that the End is Near and We are All Doomed
Run Puny Humans Run Crappy Non Review
(JFWHEWAWMtRaIBEtSBAWMttEiNaWaADRPHRCNR™) is: Elena some squeamish barnacles I shall
not name do not understand how one can be inexorably attracted to Slightly Vile Types (SVT™) well good
for me and stuff because that means My Suicidal Cayal is Mine Mine Mine and stuff. The end. And stuff.

· Book 2: The Gods of Amyrantha ★★★★

· Book 3: The Palace of Impossible Dreams ★★★★★

· Book 4: The Chaos Crystal ★★

[Pre-review nonsense]

There were repulsively young characters in Fallon's Second Sons trilogy, but I liked it anyway. Pretty
disturbing, huh? Well, let me tell you, my Little Barnacles, that momentary bout of acute delirium is
nothing compared to what happened here. Because there is Disgusting Lovey Dovey Crap (DLDC™) in
this book. BUT I LIKED IT ANYWAY.

See what the Wickedly Pernicious Author (WPA™) has turned me into?! Bloody shrimping Snow White



on crack! This is totally unaceptable!

➽ Jennifer Fallon We Need To Talk Crappy Non Review (JFWNTTCNR™) to come.


