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simon t ball says

Great.

Took me all winter to read all 15 novels, but well worth the time and effort. Should have done so years ago.

skip thurnauer says

| wanted to like Jude Fawley, the central character of the novel and did. Jude was a poor country bumpkin
who aspired to an education and degree from Christminster, the Oxford-like university he could spy from the
hilltops of his village miles away. On his own, he studies Greek and Latin at night while apprenticing asa
stone mason. Jude's goals are the clergy or an academic profession. The wily and seductive country maiden
Arabellatricks Jude into marriage by claiming she is pregnant. After living together as husband and wife for
a short while, Arabella abandons the marriage and England for Australia. This enables Jude to finally move
to Christminster where he works as a mason and resumes his independent studies of the classics. Jude's
elderly aunt mentions a young niece, Sue Bridehead, who livesin Christminster, but cautions Jude about
seeing her because of bad blood between the 2 lines of the family. Further, the aunt says Jude's and Sue's
families have not fared well in marriage, a harbinger to later developments. Despite the warning, Jude and
Suefal inlove, but their road to a happy enduring relationship is complicated over the approximate decade
of their relationship by Sue's marriage to Phillotson, Jude's childhood teacher and the inspiration for an
academic profession, and the return of Arrabellafrom Australia. Over the course of the story, Jude abandons
his dreams of academia and the church, while Sue transforms from a skeptic to atrue believer. | wanted a
"happy ever after" conclusion for Jude and Sue, but it was not to be had. Hardy presents the Christchurch
education as the dominion of the elite and wealthy, but hints at the end that a change may be coming. The
role of organized religion and the institution of marriage are both examined and found wanting, especially
when aligned against the true love between Jude and Sue. Having recently visited Oxford and the "Wessex"
countryside, | could see the university as well as the small towns that popul ate Hardy's novel.




