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From Reader Review The Totally Awesome Hulk Vol. 4: My Best
Friends Are Monsters for online ebook

Rick says

I was a little disappointed with this volume because it presented material that was pulled from a variety of
different chronological points and there are several stories that are only partially presented. One, the first
chapter actually, that informs the reader that it is continued in another volume entirely and then there are
three issues of the regular Totally Awesome Hulk series that are skipped over. This became a very frustrating
volume to read.

Jen says

I’m enjoying this series, but this volume was a waste. Basically a few tie-in issues to other events with only
one or two issues that actually further the plot.

Ronald says

This was a very disjointed collection of unrelated and out of contact stories that made little sense. The art
work was even more inconsistent. For some reason they included an issue of Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur
where Amadeus was a horrible ass and not only beat up Devil Dinosaur but assaulted a little girl (Moon
Girl). He was rude and caused more destruction than most villains on a bad day. In other stories Hulk almost
destroys the moon and in another for no reason there was the dumbest team up with the Banner Hulk that
was billed at the time as a big deal but had to be the most out of context comic of the current age.

Disappointed (but I think I'm caught up now).

Steve Owens says

Eh, it's okay as long as I'm not paying for it.

Liz (Quirky Cat) says

3 1/2 Stars

I read The Totally Awesome Hulk Vol. 4 as single issues through Marvel Unlimited.

The Totally Awesome Hulk Vol. 4 is one of those volumes where they collect multiple storylines and plots
all into one volume. Unfortunately that means that we don’t really get a cohesive plot for the volume either,
which is a bit disappointing.



I wasn’t able to confirm the reading order for this, so I went by the publication dates so decide the order that
I read them in (because that’s how they’d be read if I was buying them as they came out). In that case it’s
Moon Girl and the Devil Dinosaur 4, The Totally Awesome Hulk 1.MU, The Totally Awesome Hulk #19,
Generations: Banner Hulk & Totally Awesome Hulk 1, The Totally Awesome Hulk 23.

(view spoiler)

For more reviews, check out Quirky Cat's Fat Stacks

Rachel says

This volume is just a bunch of random issues, 2 of which are continued in other series.

Beelzefuzz says

Several issues from a crossover already collected elsewhere with the rest of the cross over, and one issue that
will probably be collected again as it serves as a prequel to the Hulk's next major story and book name
change. Seems like an utterly useless collection.

Sebastian Song says

As other reviewers have commented, this is another money spinning venture. Taking issues involving other
story arcs and compiling them. It doesn't make sense if you try to read them in sequence. Not that the stories
are great to begin with.

B says

This collection is too scattershot, tying into Weapons of Mutant Destruction and Monsters Unleashed and
including an old issue of Moon Girl (way out of sequence, right?)

It seems like whatever was going on in Volume 1 is still going on. Pak should just tell us his big idea about
the Hulk already.



Adam Fisher says

If you have been keeping up with Marvel events, this Volume is mostly "side-story and filler". We have tie-
ins to : Weapons of Mutant Destruction, Moon-Girl and Devil Dinosaur, Monsters Unleashed, and
Generations. The last story is where the new material comes in...
Amadeus Cho has always struggled with "Hulk" in some ways. Psychologically, he keeps Hulk "locked" in
the trunk of a car in his mind. Seeking better to understand his relationship to the big guy, he gathers the
psychic help of Jake Oh, Ms. Marvel, Silk, Black Panther, and his sister Maddy. They are able to protect him
mentally as he talks with Hulk, while in the physical world, Hulk is "smashing" the moon. The physical
stress he is exerting triggers the fail-safe plan: If Hulk is about to destroy the moon, a ship will coalesce
around him and shoot him off into space. We are greeted with the message "Next Time: Return to Planet
Hulk" YES! Lets hope this one is as great as the previous!

With this Volume, Totally Awesome Hulk ends. Been a pretty good run, but I look forward to the return of
Bruce Banner as well.
Recommend.

Chris Lemmerman says

[Read as single issues]
Why is this volume even a thing? It collects issues 19 and 23 of the main series, the Generations one-shot,
the Monsters Unleashed one-shot, and an issue of Moon Girl & Devil Dinosaur, because why the hell not.

Trades like this irritate the hell out of me. Collect these issues where they're more appropriate, don't just
throw them all together because you need a new trade. Issues 19 and 23 are tie-ins to Weapons Of Mutant
Destruction, so they could have been put in there. The Monsters Unleashed one-shot adds nothing to the
main series, while the Generations one-shot is bland and feels ultimately pointless. I'm not even going to
start on collecting a Moon Girl issue here just to pad space.

Just. Why. It's stuff like this that puts me off otherwise impressive series, which is what Totally Awesome
has been up to this point.

Bryce Perry says

Just a bunch of disconnected crossover issues. Not sure why they collected them into a single Hulk trade. I'm
sure the individual stories were fine, but as I only have one issue of each here I couldn't say.

Jeff says

Does the world need another Smart Hulk?



Peter David ran with that concept back in the ‘90’s and did a nice job – letting Bruce Banner’s intellect run
the Hulk show. Here, you have Amadeus Cho, who’s become Monsieur Hulk, sans court mandated anger
management classes, for the greater good. So?

I thought really hard and my conclusion: Meh!

Still, I’ve always liked Amadeus Cho…

Yeah, that’s the guy, but this volume hung on some sort of “monster” crossover event/theme and isn’t really
the bestest place to jump into Hulk 2.0.

It starts off well, with Amadeus Hulk going up against adamantium-laced-mutant-hating cyborgs with a
team-up with Old Man Logan, Domino and Old-But-Not-Quite-AARP-ready Sabretooth in the works.

I was already to dig this volume when it got messy:

The Whiny Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur with a Special Guest Star appearance by the Hulk is included
because the Dinosaur is a misunderstood monster with “Devil” in his name.

Also, in South Korea, Amadeus Hulk fights a weird thought control monster in a non-smarty-pants-Hulk-ish
way – punching the crap out of him.

Because the ability to solve a Rubik’s Cube in five minutes wasn’t really in the job description.

And, Amadeus has a sister and she’s in contact with Hellbender.

Just what Marvel needs – yet another over-sized busty super-strong heroine.

What’s a Hulk book without an appearance by Herr Hulk himself, Bruce Banner?

Oddly, Amadeus has to travel back in time for this team-up.

What a revoltin’ and confusin’ development.



Dealing with anger issues while dumpster diving never worked for me either, Dr. Banner. Just sayin’.

Something’s lacking in Amadeus Hulk. Why it’s the unleashed fury of Pappy Hulk. Amadeus with a little
help from his friends tries to tap into the rage.

Squeeze in some repressed guilt and it’s possibly Hulk-Smash? Because who likes a thoughtful, circumspect
Hulk?

Bottom line - This was an ill-conceived Hulk volume – little if any continuity and any storyline with legs
gets passed over. When will comic book publishers abandon the everything-but the-kitchen-sink book
mentality? The sum of the parts don’t equal a viable gamma-irradiated whole. I sometimes like Amadeus and
his winsome approach to the Hulk, but not here. As Marty Robbins would say, “El Paso”.

Fraser Sherman says

Pak's writing is worth more than three stars, but this is a sampler with issues from various different plotlines
and events, so it doesn't hold up as a collection (it would be fine if they were all standalone but they're
excerpts from larger story arcs). Bruce's old teenage buddy, genius Amadeus Cho, has saved Bruce by
transferring the Hulk's power to himself (Bruce died anyway). In this TPB he teams up with Wolverine,
battles Devil Dinosaur, jumps back in time to join forces with Bruce Banner and begins to discover that just
because he doesn't have Bruce's abused past doesn't mean his Hulk will behave better. Good writing, just an
unsatisfactory collection.

Paul E. Morph says

There was nothing really wrong with this volume other than the fact that it was a bit of a random collection
of issues with not much connection other than that the Hulk was in them. A bit of a strange decision
considering this was the final volume of 'Totally Awesome'. For Amadeus Cho completists only, really.


